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BRANCH MEETING AND LUNCHEON
Saturday November 14, 2015 11:15 to 2:00pm
Sell yourself. Promote yourself. Establish a deep network of professional contacts.

“Chasing a Creative Dream”
with

David Congalton
Topics include:
Envy

The writer’s worst enemy

Success

The five main traits for writing success

Personal Experience Why you have to write what you know
Hollywood

The good, the bad, the ugly about trying to have a
screenplay produced

Authors Anonymous Tales from the eight-year journey from page to screen
David Congalton is an author, screenwriter, speaker, radio talk show host and leader behind one of our newest
branches. He ran a writers conference in Central California for twelve years and lives in San Luis Obispo.
David speaks about the challenge of chasing a creative dream and his insights into the writing process. His best and
perhaps most painful marketing tip for some writers is that you must market yourself.

David will offer two door prizes at his presentation:
He wrote the screenplay for the feature film indie comedy Authors Anonymous starring Kaley Cuoco of TV’s
Big Bang Theory and will give away a FREE, AUTOGRAPHED DVD of the movie.
He will also give away a FREE RADIO INTERVIEW on his weekday radio show—meaning the winner will be able
to talk about writing and their work as a guest on his show, the #1 talk show on California’s Central Coast.
To learn more visit his website: www.davidcongalton.com .
Sign-in and Writers Table starts at 11:15am. Luncheon 12 - 12:45 pm. Speaker 1- 2 pm at Zio Fraedo’s Restaurant: 611 Gregory
Lane, Pleasant Hill. $25 members, $30 guests Reservation deadline: noon, Wednesday, Nov 11. To reserve, contact Robin at
ragig@aol.com leave a message at 925-933-9670, or sign up via PayPal: click “buy now” on the Mt. Diablo website,
http://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/next-program/ . Add $2 transaction fee.
CWC is an IRS 501-c3 non-profit charitable organization (ID 94-6082827). Donations are fully deductible to the extent of the law.
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President Elisabeth Tuck
Almost November! How’d that happen?
This month is a plea from me for more member participation. We (all of us members) are
part of a statewide volunteer organization; no one does any of this for pay. We do it
because we believe CWC is a benefit to writers and aspiring writers.
The first way you can help is to attend the meetings. We’d love to have real CROWDS at
Zio’s. If you’re open to learning, you can learn from any situation. The speaker or
workshop topic doesn’t look like it applies to what you’re writing? Come anyway.
Maybe the person across the room has an interesting gesture you can use in your book.
Maybe the person next to you has an interesting accent reminding you about that article
you meant to write about that other country. Maybe someone uses a word you’re
unfamiliar with. Write it down, look it up and think about how to use it in your work. The possibilities are endless. (Not
to mention the value of the speaker!)
Writing is detail work and there are details everywhere if you’re looking, listening, touching, smelling and tasting Zio’s
great buffet! Come to meetings and share your experience and expertise with others.
A second way you can help is with your ideas. What would you like the branch to offer? Can you help make it happen?
Even if you can’t spare any time, ideas are crucial.
In the spring we will need judges to read the middle school students’ submissions for the Young Writers Contest. And if
you have time now to help with planning the contest, we’d be extremely grateful.
This is YOUR branch. Extra minds and hands are always welcome.
There’s always room at the board meetings for observers, the maybe-I’d-like-to-get-involveders, advisors, and the just plain curious. Join us. (Liz usually serves coffee or tea.) We meet
10:00 -11:00 before regular meetings unless there’s a workshop. Board meetings will always
be noted in the newsletter. This is your branch too, and volunteer organizations can always
use helping hands.
Next meeting: Nov 14, 10-11:00am Zio Fraedo’s.
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Member Events, News and Salutes

Camille Minichino writing as Jean Flowers
DEATH TAKES PRIORITY is to be released Nov 3, the first in a new series, The
Postmistress Mysteries, from Berkley Prime Crime.
Cassie Miller returns to her small hometown in the Berkshires as Postmaster for North
Ashcot, Massachusetts.
Cassie arrives at work one day to find that someone has broken in and stolen telephone books. Two days
later, the body of an unidentified man is found in the woods. And when the handsome antiques dealer she just
ate lunch with is taken into custody, Cassie is drawn into the case. With a crime enveloped in mystery, she
needs to track the killer—before another victim’s fate is sealed in the dead letter office…

(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
With the closure of independent bookstore, The Storyteller in Lafayette, it’s
wonderful to note that someone is making the effort to carry on in Walnut
Creek.
Swan’s Fine Books at 1381 Locust in WC carries new, used and rare
books.
Owner Laurelle Swan has a lovely place for author talks and invites CWC members to
do so.
Be sure and ask to see her original edition of Jack London's Call of the Wild, for sale for $8,000 !
CWC author, Aleta George, spoke at Swans about her book: Ina Coolbrith: The Bittersweet Song of
California’s First Poet Laureate, a new biography about a pioneer poet, Oakland's first public librarian, and
the most popular literary ambassador in the early American West.
George's deftly told and deeply researched book follows the struggles and triumphs of Coolbrith from her birth
in 1841 as a niece of Mormon founder Joseph Smith to her death in 1928. In post-Gold Rush San Francisco,
Coolbrith was known as the pearl of her “tribe,” a group that included Bret Harte, Mark Twain, and John Muir.
Jack London and Isadora Duncan considered her their literary godmother, and John Greenleaf Whittier knew
more of her poems by heart than she did his. (Thanks to Mt. Diablo member, David Alpaugh, Ina Coolbrith
Circle.)
Aleta will also speak at the Berkeley branch in April 2016 for National Poetry Month.
Berkeley’s meetings are the third Sunday of the month (except June and July.) They’re free, and they meet at
the Oakland Main Library, 14th and Madison, in the Bradley C. Walters Community Room (AKA the West
Auditorium) Social hour is 1:30 -2 pm, main meeting and speaker 2 – 4:30 pm
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Upcoming Writers Craft Tables:
The Writers Table is informal. When a member has writing tips to share, we
provide a separate table for the discussion, and interested members just pull up
a chair to join the group. Some discussion leaders have hand-outs; others just
ask questions and share their thoughts on the topic. The Writers Table overlaps
with registration. (11:15 - before lunch). Lee Paulson handles the details and
calls for the last question.
November 14 - "Mysteries Versus Unanswered Questions" Discussion leader Jim Beach.
January 9 -

"First Sentences" Discussion leader Kymberlie Ingalls: Table 1
"Memoirs" Discussion leader Leslie Rupley:

Table 2

February 13 - "Best Critique Methods" Discussion leader Aline Soules
"Connecting with your inner muse" Discussion leader Maura Torkildson

Table 1
Table 2

Contact Lee if you have writing, marketing, or publishing tips or general advice to share with other members.
You don’t have to be an expert. What works for you?

rleepaulson@sbcglobal.net
(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((

WHAT A DIFFERENCE A LETTER OR TWO MAKES
It’s easy to make a tiny typo and end up with a different, sometimes wildly different, meaning. Once you’ve written
something and rewritten, and rewritten, it’s easy to miss apparently small errors. The following are just a few examples
of words that will not be highlighted by spell check. They’re (there, their) all legitimate words that are easily
interchanged:
Dredge vs. drudge
Pleasure vs. pleasured
poured over vs. pored over
Loose or lose
stationary vs. stationery

versus, verses
cite, sight, site
Peek vs. peak
torturous vs. tortuous
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New Member Profile:
California author Chris Westphal wrote for the hit television comedy Murphy
Brown, and served as a Story Editor on the ABC comedy Baby Talk, starring
Julia Duffy and George Clooney. He is the author of six self-published novels,
including The Chronicles of Huttle, a trilogy of dark comedies, the most recent of
which is The Spy Who Loathed Me.
He began his writing career as a reporter for the Contra Costa Times, and still
writes occasional travel articles and essays, which have been published by the
Scripps-Howard news syndicate, the Los Angeles Times, Sailing Magazine,
Written By, and many other publications. He holds a Master's Degree in
Professional Writing from the University of Southern California.

Have You Been Profiled?
The Mount Diablo Branch’s The Write News publishes member profiles. They are brief (usually around
400 words) biographies of members, which might include one’s education, writing experiences and a
picture of you/your book. It is a great way to acknowledge and become acquainted with one another.
To be profiled, please contact membership chair Marlene Dotterer at cmdotterer@gmail.com

YOUR PHOTO HERE. WRITE YOUR SHORT BIO AND CONTACT MARLENE

.
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MEET CWC CENTRAL, NORCAL and SOCAL
The California Writers Club is not just the Mt. Diablo Branch. There is a central organization that plans and carries out
benefits for members statewide, and there are northern and southern coalitions of branches. Check out a few. There may
be contests or events you want to participate in beyond our branch. Or, you may get ideas from other branches that you
can bring to us.

STATEWIDE (CENTRAL) CWC

Have you checked out the statewide CWC organization? Their website is www.calwriters.org See who the officers are
and what everyone has been up to. There is also a link there to several interesting articles on helpful resources for
writers:
www.calwriters.org/resources/issues-current-topics-with-links/

CWC NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

What about CWCNORCAL which covers 12 northern California branches?
www.cwcnorcalwriters.org/ This website has links to the northern California branches. Click through and see what
yours and others’ branches are up to. (Far more useful than Facebook!)

CWC SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

And the Southern California CWC website with links to 8 SoCal branches. Maybe you’d like to drop in one
day.
www.socalwritersshowcase.com/about/
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OUR UPCOMING PROGRAMS
2015

Date

Speaker

Background / Topic

Nov 14

David Congalton

“Chasing a Creative Dream”

Dec 12

Ann Steiner,
Al Garrotto,
Lynn Goodwin

The Three Ps on the Path to Publication: Prompts, Perfection
and Platform

Jan 9

Tamara Monosoff

How to Make it to No. 1 on Amazon

Feb 13

Roy Mash

Words to Woe By

Mar 12

C.S. Lakin

Editing Workshop

2016

April 9
May 14

Young Writers Awards Banquet

June 11
Summer break July and August 2016

Here are our Mt. Diablo sites maintained by Aline Soules:
Internet: http://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com
Twitter: @cwcmtd
Facebook: CWC Mt. Diablo Branch
Back Fence: to join contact Aline at soules@yahoo.com
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SUBMIT to the CWC LITERARY REVIEW
If it hasn’t already arrived in your mailbox, you’ll soon receive the
latest edition of the Literary Review. Sadly, costs are rising. To
maintain a quality publication while balancing the state budget,
there is a submission fee of $10 for up two pieces submitted at the
same time, payable by Pay Pal or by check.
Find details for submission on the state website:
www.calwriters.org Search for Literary Review.
The deadline is November 30.
Some authors are including the following statement:
I, ___your name___ own and convey the right to publish this/these
work(s) (title or titles here) for this one time publication in the CWC
Literary Review.
CWC members may submit their published or unpublished work for
the 2016 issue of the CWC Literary Review following the guidelines
below. Work meeting a threshold of quality and interest will be
selected for this page-limited magazine. Minor editing may be
performed on work selected for publication.
Proselytizing, libelous material, gratuitous vulgarity or obscenity will not be considered. Rejections will be
accompanied with editors’ suggested improvements subsequent to the magazine’s release.
Send submissions as an email attachment to LitReview@calwriters.org, “CWC Lit-Review” in the subject line.
A $10 fee is required per submitter whether or not the maximum of two pieces is attached. However, if two
pieces are submitted, they must be submitted at the same time or a second $10 fee applies. You may pay by
PayPal, using the button below or by check payable to the California Writers Club. Mail your check to CWC,
PO Box 201, Danville CA 94526.
Guidelines (Nonconforming work will not be considered)
 Prose: 2500 words or fewer: fiction, memoir, or essay (excerpts if the submission can be judged as a
complete story.)
 Poetry: 30 lines or fewer.
 Photography and graphics through arrangement with the editor
Body of email:
 Author’s name, email address, and branch affiliation
 Title(s), word count, and genre: fiction, memoir, essay, or poetry
 Statement must be included: “I, (name here) own and convey the right to publish this/these work(s)
(title or titles here) for this one time publication in the CWC Literary Review.”
Attachment—your work:
 Pages numbered, bottom center in footer, no cover sheet
 First page will contain the title of the work and the notation, F, NF-M, NF-E, or poetry
 MS Word: doc, or docx format, New Times Roman 12 pt font
 No page breaks, special leading, or any other unusual text manipulation or spacing
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ADVERTISE in the statewide publication, THE BULLETIN
Going forward, the CWC state newsletter, The Bulletin, will be published and
distributed electronically. Rusty LaGrange, editor of the High Desert newsletter,
Inkslinger, will be editor-in-chief. Our thanks and recognition for a fine job of
editing the previous printed versions go to Joyce Krieg.
The CWC this year is going electronic with their state-wide edition of The Bulletin,
which reaches close to 2,000 published and aspiring writers in 21 branches
throughout the state.
Business card size (2" x 3.5”) ads for $35 will be placed in the index section.
Index card size (3” x 5”) ads for $60 will be interspersed throughout the
publication.
The intent is to publish three times a year with the first e-edition scheduled for mid-November of 2015.
Deadline for advertising submissions for the next issue is Friday, October 30, 2015. Capacity for
advertising will be determined by the editor-in-chief. In case we receive more ads than can be accommodated,
submitters will be notified of the option to reserve space in the next issue.
All ads submitted must be self-edited, print-ready, and will be published as received. All ads must be emailed
as a jpeg file to RustyLaGrange23@gmail.com, and a physical copy of your ad mailed with the payment.
Please include your return address and telephone contact number.
Space is limited and will be accepted on a first come, first served basis. A copy of The Bulletin will be emailed
to advertisers upon publication, so please include your preferred email address along with your ad
submission.
Checks or money orders made payable to CWC Central Treasury for submitted ads must be mailed to:
HDCWC
The Bulletin Advertising Department
20258 Hwy 18 STE 430 PMB 281
Apple Valley, CA 92307
(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((

The Back Fence

Don't forget to check out the Back Fence, our Yahoo online forum for
branch members and guests from the Tri-Valley and Berkeley branches.
Contact our Online Coordinator, soules@yahoo.com, for instructions on
how to join.

At The Fence you will find topics of interest to writers. You can also
sign up for Back Fence e-mail notifications.

===========================================================
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OTHER THINGS TO DO
These are NOT endorsements, just ideas for you to investigate for yourself. Some options are
expensive so be sure you know what you’re signing up for.
(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((

The 13th Oregon Coast Children’s Book Writers Workshop July 11-15, 2016 “right beside the ocean,
overlooking giant rocks where sea lions lounge and snort. Eagles soar overhead. Whales spout.”
Instructors are authors, editors from major houses, and an agent. www.occbww.com.
(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((

Check out the Lafayette Library and Learning Center. www.lllcf.org/
(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((

CHALLENGE YOURSELF TO WRITE 50,000 WORDS IN ONE MONTH.
November is NaNoWriMo (National Novel Writing Month.) Track your progress at www.nanowrimo.org and
receive encouragement and tips from other writers.
This doesn’t necessarily mean you will have a polished novel at the end of the 30 days but you will have a first
draft to start the editing process.
(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Check out www.thecreativepenn.com/2010/01/25/outlining-novel/ to learn more about outlining.
(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Check out author C. Hope Clark’s website http://fundsforwriters.com/ She offers a free newsletter and covers
contests, grants, and markets.
(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((

• San Francisco Writers Conference, February 11-14, 2016
“Held at the Mark Hopkins Hotel where it is difficult to get to and parking is expensive”.
(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
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OTHER THINGS TO DO (con’t)
ENTER THE SOUTH BAY BRANCH’S ANTHOLOGY INVITATION
Prompting Collaboration by Patrick McQueen President, South Bay Writers
At the end of a long day working as a bank teller, I was counting the one-dollar bills in my cash drawer when I
stopped at a bill that had been in circulation since 1963. I looked down at the fading portrait of George Washington
and wondered where this dollar bill had been in the five decades since it was printed. How many tollbooths, soda
machines, buses, and hair salons had this one bill passed through? Had celebrities, strippers, restaurant servers and
panhandlers counted this bill among others just as I was doing now? Had this piece of cotton fiber paper been rolled
into a straw through which its owner had snorted a line of coke just before being arrested in a drug bust, only to then
spend a year in a police evidence locker? I wondered what people had done just before and just after handling this
dollar bill, and my imagination went wild. The bill could have been to space and back. In my wildest fantasies, it had
traveled through time and to other dimensions. It was involved in some of history’s most significant moments. It was
a thread that tied together many shorter stories, making them all pieces of a single narrative about this dollar bill.
Imagine collaborating with fellow authors to tell the story of this one-dollar bill. All you have to do is write a
short story in the genre of your choice. The only stipulation is to somehow include this dollar bill in your story. It can
be changing hands or riding in a character’s wallet. Draw attention to a bill that could be this one, or a collection of
bills that could reasonably include this one. With enough submissions, I would love to edit selected short stories
together into an anthology that reads as a linear narrative about this dollar bill and the many lives it has touched.
Don’t miss out on this awesome opportunity to collaborate with your fellow CWC authors! South Bay Writershosted writing prompts are available on our website at www.southbaywriters.com/wordpress/writing-prompts/
Our long-term goal is to collect submissions to assemble an anthology. The fulfillment of this long-term goal depends
entirely on how popular our prompts become among statewide California Writers Club members. We want anthology
submissions to fit the prompts because we want to publish each anthology as a single narrative compiled from
multiple sources. For example, our Dollar Bill prompt invites you to tell a short story somehow including a very
specific one-dollar bill so the final product will be a narrative about this dollar bill’s journey through circulation and
the lives it experienced along the way. With more than 50 submissions, the editors of the anthology will have enough
material to compile this dollar bill’s story.
Your contribution will be both an independent short story accredited to you and also serve as a chapter in the overall
narrative. Prompt submissions are welcome from any visitor to our site, but only those submitted by valid members
of the California Writers Club will be considered for publication in an anthology. By submitting, you are providing
your permission for us to publish your work. Send queries or submissions to prompts@southbaywriters.com
Submissions must be formatted and edited as though they were being sent to an agent. Give us your polished best
work. Submissions should be formatted as a text or MS Word attachment. Times New Roman 12 font preferred. By
submitting, you are providing your permission for us to publish your work. Accepting your submission is not a
guarantee your submission will be published.
(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((

The California Historical Society (CHS) accepts submissions for 2016 Book Award
They seek book-length manuscripts that make an important contribution to both scholarship and to the greater
community by deepening public understanding of some aspect of California history. The award carries a $5,000
author advance for the winning manuscript and publication by CHS/Heyday, with an awards ceremony, promotion,
and an author tour throughout the state. For more information about the CHS Book Award contest, visit
https://heydaybooks.com/chsbookaward/ The deadline to submit is May 1, 2016.
(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
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OTHER THINGS TO DO (con’t)
300 Days of Sun publishes authors from the southwest.
This is a student-run print literary journal at Nevada State College. The website is www.300daysofsun.com and the
page to submit works is www.300daysofsun.submittable.com/submit
(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((

Reed Magazine wants submissions in numerous categories for their 2016 issue.
Reed is, “the oldest literary journal west of the Mississippi… written out of San Jose”. The deadline is November 1
www.reedmag.org
(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((

Foreword’s INDIEFAB Book of the Year awards program.
The deadline to submit books is Jan 15th, 2016, and should be accompanied by the online receipt reflecting payment
of the entry fee. A $1500 cash prize will be awarded to Best Fiction and Best Nonfiction. Winners are announced at
the American Library Association Annual Conference and will be featured in the Fall 2016 print and digital edition
of Foreword Reviews. Finalists and winners lists will be promoted on their website and in e-mail newsletters.
www.indiefab.forewordreviews.com/
www.publishers.forewordreviews.com/awards/
(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((

NaNoWriMo: Write In a Group
Are you ready to type 50,000 words in a month? November is the month. Following the NaNoWriMo model, a group
is forming in Concord. Through the month of November, we are coming together once a week to write for 90
minutes. We would love people to join us. We will inspire and encourage each other. You don't need to come each
week. You don't need to sign-up in advance. It's a drop-in invitation. We hope you will join us. If you have any
questions, contact Christa Fairfield at beingislia@gmail.com
Dates: Mondays, Nov. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
Time: 7:00pm - 8:30pm
Place: St. Bonaventure Catholic Church,
5562 Clayton Road, Concord
Ministry Classroom Buildings, Room A1
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Young Writers Contest Fundraising
Sponsored by

The California Writers Club, Mount Diablo Branch
Please consider joining one of the following donor clubs to benefit our programs
in support of young writers. Your tax-deductible gift will appear in the contest program in
May, and in the Mount Diablo CWC newsletter every month in the year you donate. Or remain
anonymous if you prefer!
The Jack London Founder’s Circle ($500+)

The John Steinbeck Society ($250 - $499)

Jan and Lee Paulson
The John Muir Member Club ($150 - $249)

The Ina Coolbrith Laureate Club ($100 - $149)

Karen Tenney - for the Betty Tenney Essay Prize, in honor of
Elizabeth Mackintosh Tenney

Ken Kerkhoff
The Mary Austin Writers Club ($50 - $99)

The Helen Hunt Jackson Group ($25 - $49)
James Wiseman

Edward Stanislowski
The Gertrude Atherton Guild ($10 - $24)

Other

Al Garrotto

Kai Rahbek
Kevin Dunne
Cathy Turney
Ken Kerkhoff
Roger Paulson
Christine Tomerson

Sheryl Ruzek
Sheryl Mosher
Maya Das
Donna Cook
Susan Pace-Koch

Leslie Rupley
Colleen Gonzalez
Melanie Denman
Phyllis Nagle
Jill Hedgecock

Contra Costa County middle school students who enter the Young Writers Contest are eligible for
cash prizes in short story, poetry, essay/personal narrative, and humor. Contest submissions are free.
Check our branch website for details: cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/young-writers-contest/
The Mt. Diablo Branch hosts an awards luncheon in May of each year.
All program expenses are supported by individual donations and grants. Thank you for considering
membership in one of the above donor clubs.
**********************************************************************************
Please list my membership in the following donor club:
Name

Address

City/State/Zip
Phone
Amount enclosed: $

E-mail
_Acknowledge my gift in honor/memory

of:
Or via PayPal click “buy now” on the Mt. Diablo website
http://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/next-program/. Please add the $2 transaction fee

Make a check payable to: CWC Mt. Diablo Branch. And mail to:
CWC Mt. Diablo Branch, P.O. Box 606, Alamo, CA 94507 Attention: Young Writers Contest

