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Elisabeth Tuck, editor

The California Writers Club-Mount Diablo Branch

BRANCH MEETING & LUNCHEON
The Power of Words and Images
Saturday, September 13, 2014; 11:30 am to 2:00pm
Bridget Watson Payne, Editor, Chronicle Books


Learn what this editor looks for in
a winning book proposal!

 Discover unique areas of writing and book publishing
you might not have considered before
 Learn about the interaction between words and images
in illustrated books
 Consider exciting collaborations
 Turn your personal interests and passions into books

What makes good proposals and manuscripts for visually driven books? Find out
various roles of a writer and editor in visual publishing. Bridget Watson Payne, Editor at
Chronicle Books, will illuminate this exciting area with her discussion, examples of
books, and time for Q & A.

Chronicle Books Editor Bridget Watson Payne has worked in publishing over a decade
with hundreds of authors, artists and photographers. Her authors include Julia Rothman,
Danny Gregory, Elizabeth Partridge and Yoko Ono. She is the author of the books This
is Happening: Life Through the Lens of Instagram and New York Jackie: Pictures from
Her Life in the City
Sign-in from 11:15 am -12 WRITERS TABLE 11:30 – 12. Luncheon 12 – 12:45, short business meeting.
Speaker 1 – 2pm at Zio Fraedo’s Restaurant 611 Gregory Lane, Pleasant Hill. $20 members, $25 guests. For
either add $1 for credit card. Reservation deadline: noon, Wednesday Sept 10.
Contact Robin at ragig@aol.com or leave a message at: 925-933-9670 for reservations.
Please Note: In accordance with our contractual agreement with Zio Fraedo's Restaurant, the club is charged
for every reservation confirmed on the day before the meeting. If you are not able to attend this meeting, or if
you do not cancel your reservation prior to noon on the Friday before the meeting, you will be asked to remit the
$20 or $25 no-show payment.
CWC is a registered federal non-profit 501(c)(3) organization
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President's Message
By Sean Hazlett
Welcome back from what I hope was a relaxing summer. As the newlyelected president of the Mount Diablo branch, I am excited to start a year
of programs. I have been serving as vice president since June 2013. During
that period, I learned from the extremely dedicated, hardworking, and
experienced board members.
The branch has offered a number of excellent programs for its members,
and has contributed significantly to the community through outreach like
the Young Writers Contest. I want to continue these traditions as well as build on the firm
foundation set by my predecessor, Elisabeth Tuck, who served as president from January 2012
through June 2014. During her tenure, she not only executed her duties as president with
distinction, she encouraged the branch to embrace new technologies such as storing our records
in the cloud on DropBox, using Square to allow credit card lunch purchases, and linking members’
websites to our branch website.
I am pleased that Elisabeth will continue to serve on the board as vice president. I also look
forward to working with Barbara Bentley who will continue her outstanding service as secretary,
and I welcome Harlan Hague as our recent treasurer.
Going forward, I plan to continue offering programs that bring our network of writers together,
help our members get published, and inspire the next generation of writers in our community. As
part of this effort, one of our first measures was to reduce the workshop fee to $35 for members
and $45 for guests to encourage more participation in our programs.
In closing, I look forward to a productive and stimulating new year.

DON’T MISS the Writers Table before the Sept 13 meeting
11:30 – 12:00
with Laurel Ann Hill on “What Contest Judges Look For”
Sign in early (11:15am)
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CWC Statewide Literary Review
The Statewide CWC Literary Review should have been delivered to 2013-2014 members by
now. If you didn’t receive a copy, check with Marlene Dotterer at m.dotterer@comcast.net
to see what your membership status was. If you were in fact a member, our president
Sean Hazlett should have a spare copy for you to pick up.
Below are a few corrections for the Literary Review. Please understand the enormity of the
job of the coordinator receiving over 1000 submissions from around the state, distributing
them to editors in several branches, collating their comments, selecting items for the
review, putting it all together, and working with a printer and the post office. Since we’re
human volunteers, we make mistakes-- probably more than covered in this list. So please
don’t point out any other errors! Anyone with the will and skill is welcome to edit next
year’s edition.
In the Acquisition Editor’s credits on page 1,
Change: “Elisabeth Tuck (Tri-Valley)” to “Elisabeth Tuck (Mt Diablo)”
In the table of contents, page 2, under the heading of Poetry,
Change: “Alice Knight” to “Alice Kight”
On Page 10,
Change the attribution for, “If I Changed Places” from “Emily Edding” to “Alice Kight.”
Ann Thomas is a Mt. Diablo member. She was incorrectly listed as Writers of the Mendocino Coast.

So the Mt Diablo branch had five entries accepted in the Literary Review: David Alpaugh,
Melanie Denman, Patty Northlich, Cheryl Spanos, and Ann Thomas. Way to go Mt. Diablo!

The third CWC Literary Review should have been delivered to 2013-2014
members. Be a part of this publication. It’s a great opportunity to see your
work on a semi-glossy page and in front of the eyes of at least 1600 others. Of
course it must be worthy and stand taller than the many entries received each
time.
See the inside back cover of your issue for submission guidelines. As with any
attempt to get published: Follow the guidelines.
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Membership Corner
Marlene Dotterer
Welcome to all our new and renewed members of CWC-Mt. Diablo branch! Be sure to take advantage of
your membership. This organization offers so much. This year, we have plenty of exciting programs
planned, and I think we can all look forward to learning a lot.
This is my first year as membership chair for our branch and I’m certainly learning a lot about that. But I’m
always excited about our meetings because we have great speakers, and also because I get to chat with
some of you. It’s inspiring to talk to other writers, to hear about what they are working on, what’s hard for
them, and what successes they’ve had. It doesn’t matter what level you’re at in your writing, you always
have something to offer another writer. I always leave our meetings with a renewed feeling of resolution
to sit down and write!
Make sure you attend as many meetings as possible this year, knowing that you’ll learn more about the
craft of writing and that you also inspire somebody else to keep at it! I hope to see you all at our first
meeting on September 13.
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Have you forgotten to renew your membership for 2014-2015? If so, get it done soon. The deadline for
renewals is September 30. You can find the renewal form and information on the website at
http://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/membership/.
RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP at the September meeting or fill out the form & mail your
check according to directions. To avoid the rejoining fee, renew BEFORE Sept 30.
If you have renewed, good for you!! Collect your membership card at the September sign
in.
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BOOKS BOOKS BOOKS
What have you read and enjoyed recently?
In my lifetime I’ll never be able to read all the books I want to, so I love
reading reviews. This column will be your chance to review books
you’ve enjoyed and to point out WHY, [comma] which should help
authors understand what makes a good read. Elisabeth

Judith Marshall “really enjoyed the novella, Secrets written by our own CWC member Kia
Rahbek who writes under the pen name of Dawne Ashley. Set in a small southern town, the story
revolves around a single, chaste librarian and a married carpenter. If you enjoy a mixture of
beautiful prose and erotic passion, this book is a must read.”

Harlan Hague recently read The Reader. “The best measure of a book, for me, is how long it
stays with me. If I can turn the last page of a book and put it aside without regret or memory, it has
nothing for me. If I turn the last page and ponder what it said to me, even if it disturbed me, the
book ranks high in my estimation. The Reader is disturbing, thought-provoking, cerebral and
satisfying.”

Lynn Goodwin just finished Myla Goldberg’s Bee Season (Anchor Books, 2000) “which I highly
recommend for anyone interested in complex family dramas, shifting religious beliefs, unexpected
accomplishments and failures, or achieving personal recognition. It’s so amazing what we don’t
see coming when we live with our family day after day. Goldberg’s writing, pacing, and description
are outstanding. As each chapter ended, I whispered either “Ahhh,” or “Ah ha!"”

Robin Gigoux’s book club read the Walnut Creek City Read this month, John Steinbeck's The
Pastures of Heaven. “While I haven't always loved his work, finding it a bit grim but amazingly
written, I thoroughly enjoyed this series of short stories, particularly the subtle humor he injected
and his ability to tell twelve short stories, all independent, but woven together in the same time and
place, with certain characters appearing in all the stories. A short and enjoyable read. I
recommend it highly, but then it is Steinbeck!”
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“Take Me to Pompeii”
By John Sharp
Our recent earthquake reminded me that this day was the
traditional date for the eruption of Mount Vesuvius—August
24, 79 AD—resulting in the burial and destruction of the cities
of Pompeii and Herculaneum. The population of Pompeii was
at about 20,000 and Herculaneum about 4,000, with
estimates of fatalities in the range of 2,000 to 4,000
inhabitants total. Two thousand years later, archeology has
revealed much about these remarkably preserved ancient
cities and their people.
My Latin, though never strong, got me through the occasional
old mass, and later I picked up a bit more in college. To
sustain my flagging interest for the Latin and Greek exams,
my professor assigned me Pompeian graffiti to translate. Years later, and to my surprise, I still
enjoy this exercise. The morning of August 24th, unable to sleep, I was online, reading a selection
of Pompeian inscriptions and graffiti from the Corpus Inscriptionum Latinarum. Besides keeping
the brain agile, this collection provides an opportunity to meet Romans, young and old, rich and
poor, and to hear the forgotten voices of ordinary people. Most of their graffiti, like our modern
counterpart, is full of ribald humor with lots of scatological references.
The world of Pompeii seems so extraordinarily remote, but on the walls and building façades, the
life of this fascinating place still speaks. My favorite example (CIL IV 5092) is from the Villa
Poppea; scratched on one of its many columns were these verses:
"If you felt the fires of love, mule-driver, you would make more haste to see Venus. I love a
charming youth; I ask you, goad the mules let’s go.
You’ve had a drink, let’s go take the reins and shake them.
Take (me) to Pompeii where love is sweet.
You are mine…”
Her last sentence remains unfinished, and like much of the past is irrecoverable. These
spontaneous lines written by a young unknown woman, like all good writing, are timeless, and still
remain vibrant, alive, and continue to reflect her irrepressible joy.
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A List Worth Sharing
By B. Lynn Goodwin

My columns will be intermittent this year. When I have opportunities to
share, I will, but I can’t guarantee something every month. At least that’s
what I thought, until I saw an e-mail from a librarian named Carol Smallwood
this morning. She sent me an extensive list of sites that accept book reviews.
It’s too long to run here, but if you’d like to see it, please send an e-mail to
Lgood67334@comcast.net. I’m happy to share it with you.

ΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩ

UPCOMING PROGRAMS
September

Bridget Watson Payne

Editor

The Power of Words and Images

October

Amanda McTigue

Author, teacher

What Voice Can Do for Your Writing-Workshop

November

CS Lakin

Author, editor

Sizzling Scenes

December

Andrew Benzie

Independent Publisher

Top Ten Tips

Dina Coleman

IPPY prize-winning author

Top Ten Tips

Melanie Denman

IPPY prize-winning author

Top Ten Tips

Susan C Shea

Very knowledgeable in the world of art and finance.
Her novels are set in that intriguing world.

January
February

If you hear an author, editor or publisher speak and you think they are an informative and good speaker
who would make a good presenter for CWC at some point in the future, please let a member of the
Program Committee know. Contact Jill Hedgecock, Al Garrotto, Lyn Roberts or Elisabeth Tuck.

Contact our reservations person, Robin Gigoux at ragig@aol.com or 933-9670 to sign up
for meetings.
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NEW Series:
Biographies of past and current board members
Past as in only recently resigned. Current as in if I can coax board members to write something. Do general members
not volunteer to help the branch because they think the board members are there because they have little else to do? I
assure you we volunteer and have busy lives while trying to squeeze in our writing. I’m hoping this column will
encourage others to help us keep the club running smoothly.
For instance, we need a new secretary for next year. Barbara Bentley has done a fabulous job of
documenting policies and procedures and putting them in the cloud on DropBox (which isn’t as scary as it sounds.)
But after so many years of taking excellent notes and keeping us all on track, Barbara would like a break.

Secretary job anyone?

FEATURED BIOGRAPHIES THIS MONTH
Elizabeth Koehler-Pentacoff recently retired from the board after MANY years of
intensive service to CWC www.lizbooks.com
The author of nine books published traditionally, including a Writer’s Digest
selection and a Writer’s International Gold Award for The ABCs of Writing for
Children, Liz’s new adult memoir, The Missing Kennedy, (Bancroft Press) will be out
next year. A former Byline Magazine “Writing for Children” columnist, Liz wrote
frequent humor pieces for the San Francisco Examiner as well as hundreds of articles
and essays in newspapers and magazines such as Parents Magazine, Writer’s Digest,
and Parenting.
With degrees in Liberal Studies and Theater Arts/Children’s Theater and two
teaching credentials, Liz has directed plays and taught elementary, middle school students, and teachers.
As past president of our branch, Liz chaired the Young Writers Contest and directed California
Authors Night, where actors portrayed past California authors.
Currently she presents talks and workshops for schools and libraries. Visit her blog for writing
advice, ideas, and anecdotes http://lizbooks.com/blog/

Danard Emanuelson, our fearless facility coordinator who negotiates with Tony
Board member Danard Emanuelson, has been a CWC member since 1989 and has
served as secretary and treasurer of our branch before assuming the role of Logistics
Chairman. His job is to keep members happy with restaurant location, food quality,
and price. He makes arrangements for any special event the branch undertakes. Our
branch has enjoyed an excellent relationship with Zio Fraedo’s since 2008, after
Danard scoped out over a half dozen restaurants in the area since the branch was
chartered in 1987.
Assault on the Crown, an exciting story of the theft of the crown jewels from the
Tower of London, by Danard is available in paperback at Amazon. In 2011 he
published a re-edited version as an e-book titled The Irish Assault, available at
Smashwords, Apple, the Nook, and others except Amazon.
“I am grateful for the opportunity CWC has provided over the years to learn all I can about the craft of
writing and the complicated process of publishing and selling a book. The added experience of networking
with fellow writers is a special benefit. I am certain the branch will continue to provide the same high level
of information in the years to come.”
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Don Maker has recently resigned from the board but will continue with
community outreach.
Since childhood, Don had the good fortune to wander extensively across the
globe, including most of Asia and Europe. Having recently returned from
Australia and New Zealand, Don and his English wife, Sandra, will venture later
in the year to England and Italy.
After receiving an A.A. in Speech Arts and his B.A. in English and
Comparative Literature from the University of California, San Diego, Don began
his career as a writer and editor for the U.N. University in Tokyo. He and Sandra
were married there in 1980. After 22 years as a marketing writer and executive, Don took his M.A. in
Education from Chapman University to become an English and history teacher. During those years, he
published short stories and poetry in various magazines, and wrote rough drafts of several novels and one
stage play.
Don joined the California Writers Club in 2007 to improve his writing and learn how to get published.
He joined the board in 2009 to help with critique groups, and a couple of years after, joined the programs
committee. When the program chair moved on to the presidency, Don assumed all duties. Continuing to
travel extensively with his family, Don became a featured travel writer for Yahoo, and also wrote articles for
various Internet sites on such subjects as education, philosophy, politics, immigration, and sports.
The latter subject came from his lifelong passion for athletics. During his boyhood, Don competed on
an Amateur Athletics Union team in springboard diving. Into high school he continued diving, adding the
related sport of gymnastics. Becoming tired of hitting the board, Don quit diving and took up tennis and
cross-country. He played tennis for his college team, and continues to play competitively. He also enjoys
skiing, mountain biking, and various couch-potato sports.
In 2013 Don achieved his boyhood dream: he published Zenobia, an historical novel set in the 3rd
century Eastern Roman Empire, and then a young adult novel, Miranda’s Magic, which is intended to
promote teens’ interest in the sciences. He tutors private students and writes novels on a variety of subjects,
including a sports comedy, The Jersey Jupiters, a sequel to Miranda’s Magic, and another young adult
novel, The Handicapped Horse, written in conjunction with his daughter. Don is preparing a mainstream
novel, The Grindstone, for publication this year and has completed the first draft of a two-book historical
novel, The Shakespeares and the Crown. He will continue to serve CWC in the newly-created community
outreach program.

ΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩ

Check out our Mt. Diablo website maintained faithfully by Aline Soules.
A round of applause for Aline and all the work she does.
http://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com
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Member Events, News and
Salutes

During the fall semester, Kathleen Curtis Wilson is undertaking her third resident
fellowship at University of Virginia's Foundation for the Humanities in Charlottesville, VA
-- “a wonderful opportunity to complete another project. As a digital archive, there are
many new challenges for me as a writer, not a website architect.”
The Southern Industrial Educational Association, Inc. (SIEA) addresses educational and
medical issues in southern Appalachia. Kathleen will write the history of the
organization for its Quarterly Magazine of the Southern Industrial Educational
Association.

Al Garrotto’s latest book, There’s More . . . : A Novella of Life and Afterlife, will
be available in mid-to-late September in paperback and e-book formats.
-- Relief pitcher Jack Thorne has a single focus: Strike this batter out and win
the World Series. The Universe has a different plan for this priest-turnedballplayer. Inspired by the life of a real person, the book offers a creative
imagining of the ultimate human mysteries—death and afterlife. Drawing on
traditional faith images, Al challenges his readers to expand existing concepts
and consider broader cosmic possibilities answering the universal question,
“What’s next . . . ?”

Robin Gigoux, our reservations person, won honorable mention for her short story,
“The Ghost of Joseph Martini,” in the Sacramento CWC Branch Short Short Story
Contest this spring. It will be published in their September newsletter

Pearl Atkins Schwartz won second prize in the Writing for Young Readers
category of the Willamette Writers Kay Snow Awards Contest for her children's
book Bella & the Umbrella. (This contest is open to all and has many
categories.)
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Catholic Fiction has recently published Christine Sunderland’s review of Piers
Paul Read's On the Third Day.
Her publisher, OakTara, has recently republished "Seasoning the Seasons.”
“The first two chapters of my novel-in-progress, The Fire Trail, a story
considering the borders between civilization and the wilderness, are now online
at Liberty Island Magazine.”

Don Maker has signed with www.CleanTeenPublishing.com to do a series of magical realism YA
books. The first is Miranda's Magic, which they will publish in a few months.

Dr. Maya Mitra Das’ two narrative poems have been published with other
authors and poets in the book, What's in a Name? a collection by the OLLI
Concord, CA writing group 2014, ISBN----978-0-9883006-9-9, available at
Amazon.com print on demand.
Of the two, “An Echo of Rahma” is an historical tale about her great grandmother
who fought against the British. Dr. Das read her poem at Barnes and Noble.

Harlan Hague’s novel, The People, was released by Five Star Publishing
on August 20. Thorndike Press will issue a large print version in November.
This is an alternate history with a touch of sci-fi, an imaginative retelling of
the story of the clash between the expansionist United States and western
Indians in the mid-nineteenth century.

Lynn Goodwin’s YA novel, Talent, has been picked up by Eternal Press. It should be out in
2015. She also had a 650-word piece about marrying for the first time accepted for Women of a
Certain Age, and a story about a contact from the other side accepted for Small Miracles. “My
latest review for Story Circle Network was selected as the Review of the Month for
August/September.” (See Lynn on p.7)

When you send me items for Sales and Salutes, please write them so I can just
copy and paste and include a jpg of yourself or your book, whichever you want
featured. Elisabeth
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NEW MT. Diablo BRANCH MEMBER PROFILE
Augustine Chemparathy
I am a rising high school senior at Dougherty Valley High School, San Ramon,
CA and an avid reader and writer who first became involved in the California
Writers’ Club through the Young Writers Contest, which I participated in during
my middle school years. I love to write near-future science fiction, which allows
me to explore my love of science and technology in a world that looks like our
own. Frank Herbert’s awe-inspiring Dune books, as well as Kurt Vonnegut’s offthe-wall wackiness inspire me, though I must also thank copious amounts of
Steinbeck and James Herriot for keeping me sane.

Although I haven’t yet published a book, I have been honored to receive a Silver Medal in the National
Scholastic Art and Writing Competition for my personal memoir, Hope, which describes my experience
visiting the city of Hiroshima when I was a child -- or, at least a younger one.
Last year, I participated in the Iowa Young Writer’s Studio at the University of Iowa, where I had the
chance to, among other incredible things, visit Kurt Vonnegut’s house and examine beautifully illuminated
medieval books. I am greatly looking forward to sharing in the writing community of CWC, and hope to
collaborate with others in my passion.

Have You Been Profiled Yet?
The Mount Diablo branch has a long tradition of publishing new member profiles in our monthly
newsletter, The Write News. You may have seen one in past issues. They are brief (usually around 400
words) biographies of members which might include one’s education and writing experiences. It is a
great way of acknowledging and getting to know one other better.
If you are interested in submitting your profile please contact Marlene Dotterer, at caacat@comcast.net, or
by phoning (925) 934-9015.
ΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩ

The Back Fence

Don't forget to hang out at our Mount Diablo branch Back Fence

at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/CWCBackFence/. Here,
members can find topics of interest to writers. Members can also sign up
for Back Fence e-mails. If you haven't yet joined the Back Fence, go to the
link above and follow the simple sign-up process.
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∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞

IN MEMORIAM
Former TriValley CWC member and Mt. Diablo secretary Patricia Edith
Halvorsen Holladay passed away July 22, 2014 at home. Patricia was
born in Seattle on September 14, 1934. She was married for more than
51 years to her late husband, Gale. She is survived by her son Erik,
daughter Karen and four grandchildren. Her son, Carl, predeceased her.
A resident of Livermore since 1957, Patricia volunteered with local
organizations, church and civic groups. She was a consummate classical
pianist and taught generations of piano students. She wrote stories and
essays, was an avid reader and photographer. A lifelong learner, she
loved and supported local music, theatre, art and other organizations
and was an enthusiastic traveler.
ΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩ

May 2015 Annual Young Writers Contest
Sponsored by the California Writers Club, Mount Diablo Branch
The Mount Diablo Branch of the California Writers Club invites you to support today’s
young middle school students of Contra Costa County who like to write. Your gift will be
acknowledged in the Young Writers Contest program and in the Mount Diablo CWC
newsletter. In addition, all donations are tax-deductible.
Make your check payable to: CWC-Mt. Diablo Branch, and mail to:
CWC Mt. Diablo Branch, P.O. Box 606, Alamo, CA 94507
Attention: Young Writers Contest
Or include a donation with your membership renewal

Visit the updated CWC NorCal Group website. See the new and improved
calendar of events which is filled with all that the Northern California Writing
Community has to offer.
http://www.cwcnorcalwriters.org/

California Writers Club~Mount Diablo Branch
Post Office Box 606
Alamo, CA 94507

California Writers Club ~ Mount Diablo Branch
~ The California Writers Club is a designated 501 (c)(3) non-profit corporation. ~

Join Us!
Our next CWC-Mt. Diablo Speaker & Buffet Luncheon
is September 13, 2014 at 11:30 am, in Pleasant Hill.
For detailed meeting information, go to

http://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com
The California Writer’s Club (CWC) shall foster professionalism in writing, promote networking
of writers with the writing community, mentor new writers, and provide the literary support for
writers and the writing community as is appropriate through education and leadership. All items
in this newsletter are the opinions of the author(s) and do not in any way represent the views or
official position of CWC.

