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       October Speaker and Meeting Information 
                 The California Writers Club, Mount Diablo Branch  
              Welcomes widely acclaimed Berkeley author Darryl Brock 
                      Discussing "Practical Tips for Writing Novels" 
 

 Join the California Writers Club, Mount Diablo 
Branch in welcoming Darryl Brock on Saturday, October 
11, 2008. Mr. Brock is the author of three acclaimed 
novels. One of them, If  I Never Get Back, is a national 
bestseller that has been optioned for movie/TV 
production.  He has also published numerous articles and 
reviews, most dealing with Americana, especially baseball 
and Mark Twain.   
 
 Darryl has been favorably reviewed in the New  
York Times, Time Magazine, Washington Post, and San 
Francisco Chronicle.  He has appeared on “Good Morning 

America” and numerous other radio and TV programs.  He has served as a writing 
consultant to the State of California and worked with Educational Testing Service to 
establish essay-scoring programs.  In addition to If I Never Get Back, his novels 
include Havana Heat (Sports Illustrated, 2000; Plume, 2001) and Two in the Field 
(Plume, 2002).  He resides in Berkeley with his wife, actress-director-consultant Lura 
Dolas, and their daughter Phoebe Zhilan. Darryl is currently working on a novel 
titled, Hemingway's Passport. At our October meeting, expect some real ‘nitty gritty’ 
about the craft of writing the novel.  
 
 Please join us for this informative session to be held at Zio Fraedo's Restaurant 
on October 11.  You will find meeting details on page two.  All are welcome to come, 
learn, and network with local writers.  The California Writers Club, Mount Diablo 
Branch web address is: http://www.mtdiablowriters.org. 
 
 
 

 

http://www.mtdiablowriters.org/
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October Meeting Details 
Date & Time:  Saturday, October 11, 2008, at 11:30 a.m. 
Location: Zio Fraedo's Restaurant at 611 Gregory Lane (near the corner of Pleasant Hill Road and 
Gregory Lane).  The restaurant's phone number is (925) 933-9091.  
Cost:  $20 for members, $25 for non-members 
Menu Choices:  London broil with potato, salmon with rice pilaf, chicken picatta with pasta, or veggie 
pasta.  The restaurant charges $20 for each meal reserved.  If you make a reservation and are unable to 
attend, we would appreciate your reimbursement of $20.  
Reservations:  Reservations are required, and must be received no later than noon on Wednesday,  
October 8.  To make reservations, contact Jody Denison, with your menu choice, via e-mail at 
denisonjd@sbcglobal.net, or by phone at (925) 838-0058.  Expect confirmation only if you e-mail  
your reservation. 

 

 Coming Attractions 
Upcoming Speakers for 2008-2009 

November 8: Workshop with Penny Warner ~  "Effective Plotting" 
December 13:  CWC-Mt. Diablo Branch members Barbara Bentley,  

J. Gary Gwilliam, and Katie Vecchio 
January 10:  Laurel Ann Hill and Alice Wilson-Fried  

 "The Long & the Short of Writing and Editing a Novel" 
February 14:  Robert G. Pimm, Attorney at Law ~ Literary Property Law 

March 14:  Stephanie Chandler ~ "How Authors Can Build an Online Platform" 
April 11:  Priscilla Royal ~ Medieval History Mystery Writer 

May 9: Young Writers Banquet  
                                   June 13: Verna Driesbach of Driesbach Literary Management 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
President’s Message  
By David George 
   

 Thank you to all you members who attended our September meeting at Zio 
Fraedo’s.  We had one of the most well-attended monthly meetings in years, with over 
80 members and guests in attendance.  Did we have fun?  Yes!  Please plan on joining 
us at the October 11th meeting at our new location.  Maybe we’ll break another record? 
 
 More than half of our branch is comprised of Active status members.  They 
have satisfied the Club requirements for being considered a published writer.  We also 
have many members who are Associate status.  These folks are actively writing, 

improving their craft, and aspiring to, sometime in the near future, become published themselves.  Both 
membership groups are indispensable to the on-going vitality of the Club.  The branch encourages all 
Associate status members to graduate to Active status. 
 
 I will have the special honor, at our October meeting, to promote at least two of our Associate 
status members to Active status.  They have both published their first books within the last year.  Have 
you also been published for the first time recently?  If so, I’d like to hear from you.  Please email me at 
davegeorge7@comcast.net, no later than October 9, with the details of your first published work, the 
month it was published, and a brief synopsis.  I’ll be delighted to include you in the promotion ceremony 
during the October 11 meeting.  Sail on! 
 
 
 

mailto:denisonjd@sbcglobal.net
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Young Writers Contest and Workshop for 2008 and 2009 
By Elizabeth Koehler-Pentacoff 
  
 Check our Mount Diablo Branch website, at 
http://www.mtdiablowriters.org, for the new and improved Young Writers 
Contest 2009 Guidelines.  Along with a few changes here, we’ve also modified 
the May banquet.  Although in a previous newsletter we asked for a new Young 
Writers Banquet Chairperson, that wasn’t quite true.  What IS true is that we 
were looking for a new way to have a banquet that met everyone’s needs.  So we’ve changed the evening 
banquet back to a lunchtime venue at Zio Fraedo’s.  It will be a regular meeting at the usual time.  
(Without a catered event to plan, it should relieve yours truly of some duties too.) 
 
 Our Young Writers Workshop will be held at the Ygnacio Public Library on February 7, 2009, 
from 9 a.m. to 12 noon.  It will be FREE!  The library is providing us the venue and will give us publicity 
on their website.  Know any Contra Costa middle school students interested in writing?   Pass it on . . . 
 
 Please also spread the word about our one and only fundraiser on Saturday, November 29.   
It’s not only a chance for us to raise money for the contest, but great opportunity for students and adults 
to ask questions of published authors.  What do YOU want to know about editors?  The craft of writing?  
Agents?  Got a nagging problem with YOUR writing that you need to discuss?  Hey – you’ve got  
authors sitting at a table begging for someone to talk to them.  At least come and say “hi!” 
 
 

Publicity Tip 

Visit the Arts and Culture Commission of Contra Costa County at http://www.ac5.org/, and add yourself 
to their speaker directory. You can upload a picture of yourself and write a profile of what you’ve 
written.  Let’s network within our community together! 
 

 
 
Sales and Salutes 

Elizabeth Koehler-Pentacoff won a 2008 Arts Recognition Award from the Arts and Culture 
Commission of Contra Costa County.  Nominated by a former member of the Pleasant Hill Recreation 
Staff for her work as a director of California Authors Night and her current work with the California 
Young Writers Contest, Liz will be interviewed on a local television station.  The program will run 
through the month of October and on and off throughout the year.  She sold Finding the Spirit of 
Historical Picture Book Biographies, and an article on nonfiction science picture books, to Children's 
Book Insider.   
 
Members – Would You Like To Be Saluted? 
We would like to salute you in The Write News.  Please let newsletter Editor Catherine Accardi know if  
you have been published recently.  Your name and writing achievement will be highlighted in the “Sales  
and Salutes” section of the newsletter.  Send along a photograph of yourself and we shall include it as  
well.  You may contact Catherine at CAACat@prodigy.net. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.mtdiablowriters.org/
http://www.ac5.org/
mailto:CAACat@prodigy.net
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Paying Markets ~ A Website Review 
By B. Lynn Goodwin  
 
 I arrived late to the September CWC meeting and joined a table where people talked about paying 
markets as we ate lunch. I wondered how people found so many elusive markets, and when I got home I 
visited Google.   
 
 I typed in “little known writing markets” and found “Markets for Writers—Nonfiction Writing.” 
When I clicked on that I found Bella Online http://www.bellaonline.com/articles/art1489.asp. There are 
111 markets listed on that page.  I clicked on “Alphabetical List of Paying Markets,” which took me to 
Paying Markets List, http://www.writerswrite.net/paylist.cfm, and found 676 markets listed. It was 
certainly worth the few clicks it took to get there.  
 
 I clicked randomly and found publisher, website, and description on all. Most also included the 
editor, an e-mail address, the URL, rights, needs, length, and payment information, plus a place to click 
for guidelines.  
 
 Scroll through. Click on anything that looks interesting. Record the sites that look promising. 
Though I found a few defunct sites as I used the list to complete my “Contests and Markets” page for the 
Winter Issue of Writer Advice, www.writeradvice.com, most are current.  
  
 If that site doesn’t meet your needs though, click back. There are 110 more sites to explore on 
Bella Online. Find links to literary publications, fantasy and science fiction markets, Christian markets, 
dark markets, children’s markets, travel markets, foreign publications, something called Fiction Factor, 
and much more in this eclectic list. Men are welcome despite their claim that Bella Online is “the voice  
of women.”   
 
 Why not get paid for doing what you love? There are nearly 676 leads at Paying Markets List, 
http://www.writerswrite.net/paylist.cfm and 110 other sites listed at Bella Online, 
http://www.bellaonline.com/articles/art1489.asp. 
 
From the Editor's Desk  
By Catherine Accardi 
 
 Playwrights, you can visit a most informative website at www.playscripts.com.  This is the site  
of Playscripts, Inc. "an independent publisher of new plays, established in 1998 by brothers Douglas and 
Jonathan Rand for the mutual benefit of playwrights and theaters worldwide." 
 
 Playscripts, Inc. has a catalog of over 1,147 plays by 535 authors.  The plays represent diversity of 
voices, styles and subjects.  In addition, this website provides services for playwrights.  Visitors can 
search for plays that fit specific criteria, read scripts online for free, and buy books and performance 
rights.  Playscripts is also the creator of Findaplay.com, a free service that will locate plays in catalogs of 
major play publishers. 
 
 This website resource is comprehensive and exciting to explore.  The question and answer page is 
exceptional, linking the client to a substantial amount of helpful information.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bellaonline.com/articles/art1489.asp
http://www.writerswrite.net/paylist.cfm
http://www.writeradvice.com/
http://www.writerswrite.net/paylist.cfm
http://www.bellaonline.com/articles/art1489.asp
http://www.playscripts.com/
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California Writers Club Anthology 
By Igal Levy 
 
 Below is the flyer created by the CWC Anthology Committee as a call for submissions for the 
Centennial Edition of the CWC Anthology.  Please take time to read this flyer and consider submitting for 
this anthology marking the California Writers Club centennial year. 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
October 2008                                                        The Write News                                                             Page Six 
 

Meet Our Member 
By Jody Denison 

 
 Member Profile:  Al Garrotto 
 
 There are people you see at every meeting and their faces are familiar 
to everybody.  One face in particular everyone knows, but perhaps you don’t 
know his name.  He goes about helping to set up the podium, and then helps 
the Treasurer with the busy sign-in procedure.  If something needs doing, he 
does it.   He does all of it with a quiet smile and without complaint.  His 
name is Al Garrotto.  

d 

  
 Al has served two terms as our Mount Diablo Branch President which is above and beyond the 
call of duty.  He has also been the CWC Central Board Representative, and now serves on our Board of 
Directors as the Speaker Chair and the Website Coordinator.  
 
 Coming late to the writing profession, after years of teaching and public speaking, Al wrote 
professionally for the first time at the age of forty-four.  After writing a few feature articles for magazines, 
he jumped into the “deep end of the pool” with a three-volume series of adult religious discussion books  
Adult to Adult.  All this started because he found he had tons of lecture, workshop and retreat notes. 
Seeking to lessen the paper load, he began converting them into prose.  The more his work was published, 
the greater the urge to write, and he hasn’t stopped yet. 
 

 Al tried fiction and published five novels (four by commercial publishers), but the 
urge to return to non-fiction overtook him.  In March 2008, he released The Wisdom of Les 
Miserables: Lessons from the Heart of Jean Valjean, a book of personal reflections drawn 
from themes in the classics. However, one volume is not enough for this major opus so Al 
is researching and outlining a second volume based on The Wisdom.  He is an admitte
blogger (http://algarrotto.edublogs.org) and has begun to dabble in poetry. 
 
 Al was born in Santa Monica, where he spent the first twenty years of his life. 

He attended St. Monica’s School, Los Angeles College Preparatory, St. John’s College in Camarillo,  
and finished up at St. John’s Seminary in Camarillo. Al has been married for over twenty-seven years  
to Esther and they have two adult daughters.  Al invites readers to visit him on the web at 
http://www.blsinc.com/garrotto.htm.  It is an invitation you’ll be glad you accepted. 
  

Announcements 
On October 18th, Nimrod International Journal will host its annual Conference and Workshop for 
Readers and Writers, a day of one-on-one writing workshops, master classes, readings, and panel 
discussions.  This year’s theme is “Making Tracks: Escape or Journey.”  Guests include poets Mark Doty 
and Sue Ellen Thompson, fiction writer Anthony Doerr, poet and memoirist Gary Gildner, travel 
journalist Gary Lee, science fiction, fantasy and young adult writer Nina Kiriki Hoffman, children’s 
writer Ann McGovern, and over 20 others. There will be sessions on fiction, poetry, memoir, fantasy, 
science fiction, travel writing and writing for children, as well as the chance to sit down one-on-one with 
a Nimrod editor.  If you would like brochures, or further information about Nimrod, write to Nimrod 
International Journal, The University of Tulsa, 800 South Tucker Drive, Tulsa OK, 74104, or e-mail 
them at nimrod@utulsa.edu.  You can also visit them on the web at www.utulsa.edu/nimrod. 
  
 
 
 
 

http://algarrotto.edublogs.org/
http://www.blsinc.com/garrotto.htm
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