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3 HOUR BREAKFAST WORKSHOP

Authentic, Compelling, Memorable
What Voice Can Do for Your Writing
with

Amanda McTigue
Learn
how  to  widen  your  definition  of  the  writer’s  voice
Consider descriptions of voice
Analyze
effective expressions of voice across genres
Explore
shifts of focus that create and flavor voice
Bring in
elements of good screen writing
Practice
how to write sound
Reinforce a commitment to process
Distinguish listening from imitation
Find
the  “how”  of  voice  in  the  “what”  of  your  material
This hands-on  workshop  explores  techniques  for  finding  your  writer’s  voice.    Through  
presentation,  short  writing  exercises  and  conversation,  we’ll  investigate  ways  in  which  focus  
begets voice. Agents, editors and publishers agree that what matters most in writing is voice.
Yale graduate Amanda McTigue has been a writer/consultant for Disney Entertainment and
Paramount and most recently a lecturer at Sonoma State. Her debut novel Going to Solace
was  KRCB’s  best  read  of  2012  and will be followed by a short story collection, This is Not
Water, and novel, Monkey Bottom. https://www.amandamctigue.com/am/Home.html
Sign-in begins at 8:30 am at Zio  Fraedo’s  Restaurant, 611 Gregory Lane, Pleasant Hill.
Full breakfast 9-9:30. Workshop ends around 1. Cash or check $35 members, $45 guests. Add $1
for credit card transaction charge. To reserve, contact Robin at ragig@aol.com or leave a message
at: 925-933-9670. For Paypal Add $2, click  “buy  now”  on  website  
http://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/next-program/
Reservation deadline: noon, Wednesday Oct 8, 2014.
CWC is a registered federal non-profit 501(c)(3) organization
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President's Message
By Sean Hazlett
Fall is in full swing here at CWC Mount Diablo! Halloween is coming, and
National Novel Writing Month is only a month away. Our October speaker could
not have come at a better time as we all prepare for NaNoWriMo.
For our October meeting, the very talented Amanda McTigue will be conducting a
workshop  on  “voice.”  Amanda  has  been  a  writer/consultant  for  Disney  
Entertainment and Paramount and most recently a lecturer at Sonoma State. Her
debut novel Going to Solace was KRCB’s  best  read  of  2012  and  will  be  followed  
by a short story collection, This is Not Water, and novel, Monkey Bottom. I
encourage  all  to  attend,  especially  since  we’ve  reduced  the  price  of  our  workshops  
from $45 to $35 for members and from $55 to $45 for guests.
Additionally,  as  part  of  our  branch’s  ongoing  efforts  to  better  leverage  technology,  I’m  thrilled  to  announce  
that you can also pay for the workshop via PayPal on our website. The cost is $37 for members and $47 for
guests. The extra $2 helps cover the additional transaction costs that PayPal charges for its service. I would
like to thank Aline Soules, our Online Chair, for her tireless efforts in making this convenience possible.
I hope you enjoy the October 11th workshop. I, unfortunately, will miss the meeting to attend the
commissioning  ceremony  of  the  U.S.  Navy’s  newest  aircraft  carrier,  the U.S.S. America. However, I am
honored to say that David George, the California Writers Club state president, will run the meeting in my
absence.
I look forward to seeing you all in November!

Thinking  of  volunteering?    We’ll  need  a  new  secretary  in the coming year. Barbara
Bentley has been an excellent secretary but is ready for a break. Consider taking her
place. Join the board and keep us all on track.

Secretary position anyone?
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What is the NorCal CWC Group?
Volunteers from the Northern California branches of the
California Writers Club meet to share ideas, best practices,
events and other information directly related to the craft of
writing. The group meets four times a year on the first
Saturdays in August, October, February and May. Judith
Marshall is our Mt. Diablo NorCal Rep. More information can be
found on the NorCal website.
http://www.cwcnorcalwriters.org/
Additionally Norcal has a Facebook page. Check it out and “like” it if you like!
https://www.facebook.com/pages/California-Writers-Club-_-The-NorCalGroup/410083552444627

2013-14 CWC Statewide Accomplishments

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Successfully completed IRS audit
Revised webmaster contract and brought on new webmaster
Club membership grew to over 1,800
Added new executive committee member RayMalus
Put in place non-profit organization USPS postage permit

Resumed publication of The CWC Bulletin
Significant Literary Review quality checks put in place
Resumed scholarship program planning
Reviewed membership category qualifications

Be a part of the next CWC Literary Review.
See your work on semi-glossy pages.
Hint from an editor: Ensure your work is read and critically
reviewed  by  fellow  writers  of  quality  or  by  an  editor.    Don’t  just  write  and  
submit. Rewrite, rewrite, rewrite; edit, edit, edit!
See the inside back cover of your issue for detailed submission guidelines. As
with any attempt to be published: Follow the guidelines.
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Distinguished Service Award (DSA)
Since 1999, the Mt. Diablo Branch has annually honored a member or members whose generosity of time
and energy resulted in above-and-beyond  service  to  our  branch.  Often,  the  awardee’s  service  has  also  
extended to the broader writing community of Central Contra County. We call it the Distinguished Service
Award.
A complete list our Jack London and DSA honorees can be found on the branch website at
http://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/awards/.
DSA winners who are still members as of the publication of this newsletter:
2014
2013
2012
2011
2009
2008
2007
2006
2005
2004

Christa Fairfield & Jill Hedgecock
Barbara Bentley
Judith Marshall
Aline Soules
Alfred J. Garrotto
Joanne Brown
Jack Russ
Elizabeth Koehler-Pentacoff
B. Lynn Goodwin
Agnes Moore

At our June 2014 meeting we presented the DSA to two members. We recognized the intrepid team of
Christa Fairfield and Jill Hedgecock who have assumed the task of managing and guiding our Young
Writers  Contest.  Following  former  chairperson  Liz  Pentacoff’s  years  of  leadership  required  skill  and  energy.  
The awards luncheon last May was an exciting event in itself, and a testimony to Christa’s  and  Jill’s  labor  
and enthusiasm. The number of submissions increased, and a new humor category was added, thanks to the
generosity of Mt. Diablo member Lee Paulson. Our YWC co-chairs are eager to work with other branch
members, encouraging the next generation to find their unique writing voices.
Like the rest of our members, both are professional writers. Christa’s  writing  history  includes  articles  
published in various semiconductor industry magazines and spiritual-related newsletters and blogs. She also
writes literary short stories. As a certified Amherst Writers and Artists Workshop leader, she enjoys
working with other writers helping them find their literary voices.
Jill writes young adult and adult novels and shorter works, specializing in historical  fiction  and  “all things
dog.” She has won many writing contests and has been published in the California Writers Club
anthology, West Winds, Centennial (2010), Carry the Light (2012), and other magazines.
Both Jill and Christa have a passion for spreading  the  joy  of  writing  to  more  of  today’s youth. Looking
forward, they hope to expand the Young Writers program to reach children in schools with limited funding
for the arts.

October 2014

The Write News

Page Five

BOOKS BOOKS BOOKS
What have you read and enjoyed recently?
This column will be your chance to review  books  you’ve  enjoyed  and  to  
point out WHY which should help authors understand what makes a
good read. Of course taste is individual and not every book will appeal
to every reader regardless of quality. Elisabeth
Aline Soules
The author is Peter May. The three books are murder mysteries set on the island of Harris and
Lewis in the Outer Hebrides, NE of Scotland. They are actually one
connected island, but carry two names--don't ask! The titles are:
The Black House
Lewis Man
The Chess Men
The writing is generally fabulous and the settings are authentic (the
author lived there for a number of years.) Writing readers should look for
how this author handles flashbacks. He's brilliant at them.
Robin Gigoux
Have I told you about The Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd, author of the Secret
Life of Bees. Wings is a historical novel set in Charleston, SC, in the 1800s. An 11-yrold wealthy girl is "gifted" with a 10-yr-old slave girl to be her "waiting maid." The
wealthy girl hates the idea of slavery, and the story follows the intertwining lives of
these two girls becoming women.
Told	
  in	
  first	
  person,	
  the	
  chapters	
  alternate	
  between	
  the	
  two	
  main	
  characters’	
  
perspectives. The subject matter and intimate storyline were compelling.
Leslie Rupley
The Museum of Extraordinary Things by Alice Hoffman was a page turner for me. I
enjoy historical fantasy, the blend of an accurate setting with a good dose of the
unreal.
In the case of this novel and also the Golem and the Jinni by Helene Wecker, the
setting is early 20th century New York, rife with sensory images evocative of the
time and place. Both create a surrealistic mood, smoky and pungent in the midst
of a very real Manhattan.
Snow Child a novel by Eowyn Ivy was more challenging because I wasn't certain whether the
‘snow child’ was real or imaginary. Mabel is a lonely and despairing homesteader’s wife in the
1920s Alaskan wilderness. It is conceivable that she actually saw and related to the snow child, but
I had doubts. Friends who read the book are insistent that this is not historical fantasy. I have
doubts.
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Jill Hedgecock
The Snow Child by Eowyn Ivey: I loved the magical/fantasy elements in this book. I constantly
questioned if the little girl was real or conjured by Jack and Mabel's great desire to have a child.
I highly recommend this book.

Susan McClurg Berman
The Boys in the Boat: Nine Americans and Their Epic Quest for Gold at
the 1936 Berlin Olympics by Daniel James Brown (“My primary interest
as a writer is in bringing compelling historical events to life as vividly
and accurately as I can”) demonstrates the can-do spirit in the US in
spite of the crushing Great Depression. One of the young men
attending the University of Washington was so poor he lived in the
YMCA during his college career and worked as a janitor there.
Wouldn't see that in 2014. My husband read it and could not put it
down.
Michael Banister
I have wide-ranging and eclectic tastes. I've read a lot of Paul Auster (an American author and
director whose writing blends absurdism, existentialism, crime fiction, and the search for identity
and personal meaning)
and Nevada Barr (an American author best known for her Anna Pigeon series of mystery novels
set in national parks in the United States.)
Each fall I reread the Lord of the Rings trilogy (sometimes also rereading The Hobbit to get my
Middle Earth sensibility started).
I'm currently trying to get through Ulysses, but am only a little more than halfway
through. I find that if I put it down for more than a few days, I have to catch up with
Leopold Bloom all over again. I'm drawn to the book because of Joyce's
relationships to Trieste, Dublin, and Sylvia Beach (Joyce's first publisher in Paris, not
the Oregon hotel named after her).
My son gave me a cool book set in 19th century New Zealand, The Luminaries, a
Man Booker prize winning novel by Eleanor Catton, which I'm just starting.
Harlan Hague
Sometimes we read for enlightenment and sometimes for pleasure. It's a joy
when we find a book that satisfies both. I have just finished reading Thousand
Pieces of Gold by Ruthanne Lum McCunn. This is a novel based on a true story
about a young Chinese girl who is sold by her parents and eventually ends up in
a mining camp in the western US. This is not only a good read. It is also grist for
my new novel that is set in the Idaho mining camps around the turn of the
century.
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS
Date
Sept 13

Speaker
Bridget Watson Payne

Oct 11

Amanda McTigue

Nov 8

C.S. Lakin

Dec 13

3 of Our Own Panel:
Andrew Benzie
Dina Colman
Melanie Denman

Jan 10
Feb 14

Susan Shea

Mar 14

Jordan Rosenfeld

April 11
May 9
YWC
Banquet

Summer Dawn Laurie

Background / Topic
Editor at Chronicle Books / The Power of
Words and Images
“What Voice can do for your writing”
Breakfast workshop
Writing coach and author of fourteen novels –
six contemporary novels, seven in the
fantasy/sci-fi genre, and one historical
Western romance / “Sizzling Scenes”
2 Ippy Winners and a Self Publishing
Requirements Expert
Top Ten Tips on Self-Publishing
Author of mysteries set in the world of art and
finance
“Make a Scene”
Craft Workshop
Tricycle press editor and children's specialist
at independent bookseller Books Inc. where
she started and runs the Wild Girls MotherDaughter Book Club. She produces the
children's and teen programming for the
annual Litquake literary festival and is Chair
of the NCCBA (Northern California
Children's Booksellers' Alliance)
Editing/Revision

June 13

If you hear an author, editor or publisher speak and you think they are an informative and good speaker
who would make a good presenter for CWC at some point in the future, please let a member of the
Program Committee know. Contact Jill Hedgecock, Al Garotto, Lyn Roberts or Elisabeth Tuck.

Contact our reservations person, Robin Gigoux at ragig@aol.com or 933-9670 to sign up
for meetings.
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Biographies of current board members
Past as in only recently resigned. Current as in if I can coax board members to write something. Do general members
not volunteer to help the branch because they think the board members are there because they have little else to do? I
assure you we volunteer and have busy lives while trying to squeeze in our writing.    I’m  hoping  this  column  will  
encourage others to help us keep the club running smoothly.

FEATURED BIOGRAPHIES THIS MONTH
Barbara Bentley is  a  lifelong  resident  of  Contra  Costa  County  who  didn’t  find  
her passion for writing until she was forty-six years old. A shocking event in
her life begged to be chronicled in a book to help others, and  her  passion  didn’t  
wane as she spent fourteen years to get it right. She was blessed to sign with a
major New York literary agency and her book A Dance with the Devil: A True
Story of Marriage to a Psychopath sold to Berkley Books in four days. The
book was released in November 2008 and she was featured on Dateline NBC
in June 2009. Several more television shows followed. She self-published her
second book The Little Book of Success and is currently enmeshed in writing a
historical  novel  based  on  the  life  of  a  real  Irish  heroine.    When  she’s  not  
writing, she and her husband enjoy traveling and making award-winning home
wine. Barbara has served as secretary for the Mt. Diablo Branch since 2008.
www.adancewiththedevil.com
Barbara@adancewiththedevil.com
www.bentleycellars.com

A long time board member, Lee Paulson is a past president of our Mt. Diablo CWC
branch. He currently runs the popular Writers Table, an informal group that meets
during the member luncheon registration time. The topics focus on some aspect
of writing or publishing that members have a shared interest in discussing.
He has a Bachelor Degree in business and a Masters Degree in Economics from
Ohio University. While serving in the Air Force he had exposure to early use of
computer systems. After working on computer inventory systems for a major oil
company he became the senior IT executive for a large supermarket chain. He
published a business book on use of computers in retailing. His business career
included various senior management positions with supermarket chains and
computer systems companies providing electronic payment systems.
After retiring from corporate life, he rekindled his interest in creative writing and joined CWC. His début
novel A Plague of Scoundrels won an IPPY silver medal for popular fiction. His second novel Roly’s  Relic
continues his humorous adventures. The Otherside Alliance, Beyond the Bitter River and Take Care on the
Far Fin short stories have appeared in the Young Adult Fantasy series Tales of Fortannis.
An interest in archaeology led him to participate in various digs around the world.
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Sean Hazlett is a technology analyst and fiction writer who has published over a
hundred research reports on clean energy, semiconductors, and enterprise software
including  Wall  Street’s  first  comprehensive  market  analysis  of  opportunities  in  the  
smart grid, which was cited twice in The Economist (See  “Making  Every  Drop  Count”  
and  “Smart  Grids:  Wiser  Wires”.) His fiction has appeared in Plasma Frequency
Magazine, The Colored Lens, NewMyths.com, Fictionvale Magazine, Stupefying
Stories, and Mad Scientist Journal.
Before becoming a technology analyst, Sean was a research associate at the HarvardStanford Preventive Defense Project where he worked on energy security issues that
included the United States-India Strategic Partnership and policy options for
confronting  Iran’s  nuclear  program.  He  won  the  2006  Policy  Analysis  Exercise  Award  at  the  Harvard  
Kennedy  School  of  Government  for  his  work  on  policy  solutions  to  Iran’s  nuclear  weapons  program.   Sean
also spent time at Booz Allen Hamilton as an intelligence analyst focusing on strategic war games and
simulations for the Pentagon. Before graduate school, Sean was a cavalry officer in the United States Army
where he trained American forces for combat operations in Iraq and Afghanistan at the National Training
Center.
Sean holds a Master of Business Administration from Harvard Business School, a Master in Public Policy
from the Harvard Kennedy School of Government, and Bachelor degrees in History and Electrical
Engineering from Stanford University.

ΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩ

Check out our Mt. Diablo website maintained faithfully by Aline Soules.
A round of applause for Aline and all the work she does.
http://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com
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Member Events, News and
Salutes

Al  Garrotto’s latest book, There’s  More  .  .  .  A  Novella  of  Life  and  Afterlife, (see last
month’s  newsletter  for  summary) is now available in broad distribution via
amazon.com and smashwords.com. It will soon filter down to the Apple Store, Nook,
Sony, et al.
Available at: http://smile.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=searchalias%3Dstripbooks&fieldkeywords=there%27s%20more%20garrotto&sprefix=there%2Cstripbooks and
https://www.smashwords.com/books/search?query=there%27s+more+garrotto
E-book: $1.99; Paperback: $8.55 (on Amazon)
PS: Feedback and reviews are always welcome.

Leslie Rupley
My historical novel, Beyond the Silk Mills, will release on October 1, 2014.
It is  a  compelling  saga  of  family  discord,  ambition,  romance,  and  regret.  The  Epstein  family’s  
struggle during the early twentieth century in New York City and Paterson, New Jersey,
illuminates the roots of modern feminism and contemporary labor issues.
Emma Epstein arrives in America in 1898 craving wealth and status. Her husband Meyer, a
socialist and textile worker, has a passion  for  workers’  rights,  stemming from his days as a
weaver in the Jewish ghetto of Lodz, Poland, where he was an activist in the socialist Labor
Bund.
Emma realizes that Meyer will never want the same things she does. Disillusioned and angry, Emma tramples
Meyer’s  idealism  with  a  determination  to  acquire  riches  and  finagles  her  way  to  success  as  proprietor  of an upscale
women’s  dress  shop. By leveraging her earnings in the stock market, she hopes to usher the family into high society.

Leslie Rupley, oral historian and memoirist, turned to fiction with her debut novel Beyond the Silk Mills.
She draws on her childhood experiences in Paterson, New Jersey, the one-time capital of the silk textile
industry, where the former mills and Great Falls of the Passaic River that powered them inspired her
writing. Leslie lives in Walnut Creek, California, adjacent to an extensive trail system where she likes to
spend her early mornings hiking. Her husband Bill, family, and friends are central to her life, but she also
reads, knits, travels, volunteers, and has begun work on her sequel novel.

When you send me items for Sales and Salutes, please write them so I can just
copy and paste and include a jpg of yourself or your book, whichever you want
featured. Elisabeth

J
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new mt. diablo branch member profile

Michael Banister
I was an Army brat (Japan, Monterey, Austria, Germany) until we moved to
Pittsburg, CA when I was nine. I was a voracious reader, and in junior high I
published  two  science  fiction  stories  in  my  school’s  creative  writing  magazine.    After  
a long hiatus, I began writing again in my junior year of college at UC Berkeley. I
joined a group of acquaintances in 1969 who started a poetry magazine we called
The Open Cell. We contributed the content, did the layout, printed it at Waller Press
in the Haight Ashbury district, and sold it on the streets of Berkeley and San
Francisco. That experience rekindled my love of writing. I transferred from Berkeley
(where I was a comparative literature major) to SF State as a creative writing major
and wrote poetry and a few stories.
Upon graduation in 1972 my first wife and I joined the Peace Corps and worked as
ESL teachers in Ethiopia for two years.
Grad school followed, twice, and I obtained a Master in Communication at University of Washington and a Master in
Librarianship at UC Berkeley. My writing during those years became decidedly academic and non-creative.
After nine years as a librarian (including two as head librarian at Robert College of Istanbul), followed by a divorce, I
decided librarians got no respect, so I went to law school where I wrote a law review article discussing a
controversial Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals decision. I became an attorney, remarried, and worked for 23 years at
the  California  Attorney  General’s  Office,  Criminal  Division,  and  wrote  appellate  briefs.    
During  my  years  as  a  “brief-writing  hack,”  I  dabbled  in  creative  writing.    I  published  two  poems  in  a  Baháí  magazine  
called World Order, published a poem in a small magazine put out by a colleague in my writing group at the
Mechanics Institute Library in San  Francisco,  but  couldn’t  finish  a  mystery/suspense  novel  in  the  mid-90s called
L’Ombra, about a mysterious group of savants bent on world domination, and wrote a novella called My  Brother’s  
Keeper, which I self-published at CreateSpace. I just finished the  fourth  draft  of  a  novel  I’m  calling  Stolen Identity,
and I LOVE it.
I’m  retired,  married,  and  have  two  grown  sons  and  a  granddaughter  who  will  be  a  senior  in  high  school.    I  keep my
state bar license active and have a (volunteer) case involving veteran’s  benefits.

Have You Been Profiled Yet?
The Mount Diablo Branch has a long tradition of publishing new member profiles in our monthly
newsletter, The Write News. They are brief (usually around 400 words) biographies of members, which
might include one’s  education and writing experiences. It is a great way of acknowledging and getting
to know one another better.
If you are interested in submitting your profile please contact Marlene Dotterer at mdotterer@comcast.net
or by phoning (925) 934-9015.
ΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩΩ
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The Back Fence
Don't forget to hang out at our Mount Diablo branch Back Fence
at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/CWCBackFence/. Here,
members can find topics of interest to writers. Members can also sign up
for Back Fence e-mails. If you haven't yet joined the Back Fence, go to the
link above and follow the simple sign-up process.

May 2015 Annual Young Writers Contest
Sponsored by the California Writers Club, Mount Diablo Branch
The Mount Diablo Branch of the California Writers Club invites you to support today’s
young middle school students of Contra Costa County who like to write. Your gift will be
acknowledged in the Young Writers Contest program and in the Mount Diablo CWC
newsletter. In addition, all donations are tax-deductible.
Make your check payable to: CWC-Mt. Diablo Branch.
CWC Mt. Diablo Branch, P.O. Box 606, Alamo, CA 94507
Attention: Young Writers Contest
Or include a donation with your membership renewal

California Writers Club~Mount Diablo Branch
Post Office Box 606
Alamo, CA 94507

California Writers Club ~ Mount Diablo Branch
~ The California Writers Club is a designated 501 (c)(3) non-profit corporation. ~

Join Us!
Our next CWC-Mt. Diablo Speaker & Buffet Luncheon
is September 13, 2014 at 11:30 am, in Pleasant Hill.
For detailed meeting information, go to

http://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com
The California Writer’s  Club (CWC) shall foster professionalism in writing, promote networking
of writers with the writing community, mentor new writers, and provide the literary support for
writers and the writing community as is appropriate through education and leadership. All items
in this newsletter are the opinions of the author(s) and do not in any way represent the views or
official position of CWC.

