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Saturday, June 8, 2013; 11:30 pm to 2:00pm 
Historical Novelist Margit Liesche will present: 

“Weaving Stories Around Actual Events” 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Sign-in is 11:30am – 12:00 pm, buffet luncheon 12–12:45, and program 1:00–2:00 at Zio Fraedo’s 
Restaurant, 611 Gregory Lane, Pleasant Hill, CA. Reservations are required and must be 
received no later than noon on Wednesday, June 5.  $20 members; $25 for non-CWC members; 
please contact Robin at ragig@aol.com  or leave a message at: (925) 933-9670.   Expect 
confirmation only when you e-mail your reservation. 
 
Please Note:  In accordance with our contractual agreement with Zio Fraedo's Restaurant, the club is 
charged for every reservation confirmed on the day before the meeting.  If you are not able to attend 
this meeting, or if you do not cancel your reservation prior to noon on the Friday before the meeting, 
you will be asked to remit the $20 or $25 no-show payment. 
      CWC is a registered federal non-profit 501(c)(3) organization  

     
   

Women Airforce Service Pilots (WASP), the elite wartime corps of female pilots 

that served on the home front. Her new novel, Triptych, based on the 
adventurous tales of her own Hungarian refugee parents, is set for release this 

October.  Margit has appeared on PBS’s History Detectives. 

Margit Liesche 

Margit will discuss her writing process: inspiration, 

research, rendering characters, and including 

mystery.  Topics will include:  
 

 Finding inspiration in historical nuggets 
 Using historical events, objects, individuals 

and settings to drive the storyline 
 Drawing character inspiration from historical 

figures  
 

Margit is the author of Lipstick and Lies, inspired by 
a true incident of WWII home front espionage, and 

Hollywood Buzz, which concerns Hollywood's silver 
screen contributions to the war effort. The heroine, 

pilot/secret agent, Pucci Lewis, is a member of the  
 

mailto:ragig@aol.com
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President's Message  

 By Elisabeth Tuck 
   

   

 
 
 
 
 

Distinguished Service Award Nominating Report  
 
In 2001 the board defined the following criteria for the annual Distinguished Service Award: 

“A nominee for the Mt. Diablo Branch/California Writers Club's Distinguished Service Award may 

be any paid-up Branch member (including Social and Youth Affiliate) whom the majority of the 

board agrees has provided outstanding service to the membership in an area of great benefit to the 

Branch, especially during the current year (July 1- June 30). 

  

Nominees should not be prior Jack London Award winners, except to reward the member's 

extraordinary service during a given fiscal year. 

  

With the exception of the President and Vice President, members of the branch's executive board are 

eligible for nomination.” 

 

Given the criteria, there were many votes for Christa Fairfield and Jill Hedgecock for the effort they put  

into the Young Writers Contest which they pulled off without a hitch.  HOWEVER, they did not feel 

comfortable being nominated and asked that their names be withdrawn. 

 

That given, a new round of votes awarded the honor to Barbara Bentley.   Not only has Barbara 

served us well this year as a meticulous secretary and knowledgeable resource, she has served in that 

capacity for many years.  She also cheerfully volunteers for any and every extra task.  Barbara is 

outgoing, getting to know a variety of members and offering her writing/publishing/speaking experiences 

and wisdom at meetings and speaking engagements as well.  Well-deserved, Barbara. 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Our year is drawing to a close.  Don’t forget to renew your $45 annual 
membership.   
 

Members, bring your books for sale at the June meeting.  We 
usually only do this in December, but decided to try it in June as well 

this year. 
 

Also bring some money to buy others’ books including our speaker’s. 

The general membership doesn’t meet in July or August but the board has a planning 

meeting where hopefully we come up with ideas to better the functioning of the club.  
Please don’t hesitate to speak to any board member about ideas you may have or feel free 

to join us at our June board meeting at 10 am. 

 

A quote on marketing submitted by Lee Paulson: 

 

"I have no idea what’s worse: writing books that don’t ever get 

published, or writing books that get published but don’t ever get read, 

or writing emails that don’t ever get read, to people about books that 
don’t ever get published, and won’t ever get read." 

Tom Heller 
 

Submitted by Lee Paulson 
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YOUNG WRITERS CONTEST WINNERS 
 
 

 
 

The Mount Diablo Branch of the California Writers Club hosted this year’s annual Young Writers Contest 

winners, their families, and teachers with a banquet at the May meeting.  Twenty seven prizes were 

awarded from the over 260 entries in the categories of short story, poetry, and personal narrative/essay 

received from public and private middle schools as well as homeschoolers throughout Contra Costa 

County.  The monetary awards were:  first place $100, second place $50, and third place $25.   
 

Jill Hedgecock, co-chair of the program, started off the banquet with a talk entitled “Writing Is Like an 

Egg.”  She described how the eggshell creates the foundation, just like letters make the words, and when 

strung together, the words make sentences.  Lastly, grammar, and sentence structure complete the 

groundwork of writing.  Christa Fairfield, also a co-chair, presented the award certificates.  Mike Jung, 

the guest speaker and author of Geeks, Girls, and Secret Identities, offered advice to the winners on 

finding the courage to share your writing.  
 

Free writing workshops offered at local libraries and taught by children’s authors Liz Koehler-Pentacoff 

and Sarah Wilson have helped expand the program.  In-classroom workshops were also are taught by 

Pleasant Hill poet David Alpaugh and Martinez novelist Beverly Lauderdale funded through a grant 

from the Leroe Foundation. 
 

Interested teachers and principals should send an e-mail to lizbooks@aol.com to schedule a workshop.   

There is still room for next year’s schedule, but availability is on a first-come-first-serve basis.  
 

Donations are now being accepted for next year’s contest.  If you would like to contribute, send your tax 

deductible donation check made out to Mt. Diablo CWC to David George, PO Box 606, Alamo, CA 

94507 Attention Young Writer’s Contest.▄    

 

 

 
 

mailto:lizbooks@aol.com
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YWC WINNERS, THEIR WORKS, SCHOOLS, AND TEACHERS  
 

Betty Tenney Memorial Awards 

 

6
th

 Grade Personal Narrative/Essays 

 

7
th

 Grade Personal Narrative/Essays 

 

1
st
 Place 

Calia Ann Lockey 

Walnut Creek:  Jann Taylor-Geyer 

Three Words, One Meaning 

 

1
st
 Place 

Alexandra Desmedt 

Walnut Creek: Jana Palmquist  

Unsilent Night 

 

 

2
nd

 Place 

Katelyn Downing  

Pleasant Hill: Holly Latz  

What’s This 

 

2
nd

 Place 

Lauren Russell 

Windemere Ranch:  Jeff Osborn  

Ready, Set, SHOT! 

 

 

3
rd

 Place 

Megha Bhargava 

Windemere Ranch:  Diana Kaplenko 

The Adventures in Cave Swimming 

 

 

3
rd

 Place 

Karina Ting 

Orinda: Ceclia Kilmartin 

A Lesson to Last 

 

 

8th Grade Personal Narrative/Essays 

 

1
st
 Place 

Mia Stripling 

Stanley:  Donna Gallagher 

Confidence 

 

 

2
nd

 Place 

Ahab Chopra 

Dorris-Eaton:   Melissa Parker 

Biking to a New Life 

 

 

3
rd

 Place 

Emma Cottrill 

Dorris-Eaton:  Melissa Parker 

The Night My Life Changed Forever 
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YWC WINNERS, THEIR WORKS, SCHOOLS, AND TEACHERS cont’d 
 

 
 

6
th

 Grade Short Stories 7
th

 Grade Short Stories 

 

1
st
 Place 

Aaron Ouyang 

Dorris-Eaton:  Mary Dickens 

Secrets of the Bermuda Triangle 

 

 

1
st
 Place 

Lucy Caitlin Shaw 

Walnut Creek:  Jana Palmquist 

The Escape 

 

2
nd

 Place 

Sasha Hassan 

Windemere Ranch:  Diana Kaplenko 

Search and Rescue 

 

 

2
nd

 Place 

Ingrid Lam 

Pine Valley:  Dianna Longhery 

My Eyes 

 

3
rd

 Place 

Sasha Hassan 

Windemere Ranch:  Diana Kaplenko  

What is Right Is Not Always Popular,  

What is Popular Is Not Always Right 

 

3
rd

 Place 

Alexandra Desmedt 

Walnut Creek:  Jana Palmquist 

The Caterpillar and the Worm 

 

 

8th Grade Short Stories 

 

1
st
 Place 

Lauren Hui 

Gale Ranch:  Kimberly Carter 

House of the Rose 

 

 

2
nd

 Place 

Emily Hui 

Pine Valley:  Sarah Gibbons 

Blue Skies 

 

 

3
rd

 Place 

Julie Deng 

Pine Valley:  Susan Banks 

It All Proves Nothing 
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YWC WINNERS, THEIR WORKS, SCHOOLS, AND TEACHERS cont’d 
 
 
 
 

6
th

 Grade Poetry 7
th

 Grade Poetry 

 

1
st
 Place 

Sasha Hassan 

Windemere Ranch:  Diana Kaplenko  

Midnight Wish 

 

 

1
st
 Place 

Jasmine Steele 

St. Isadore: Amy Burgin 

Storybook 

 

 

2
nd

 Place 

Rashmi Pradhan 

Windemere Ranch:  Diana Kaplenko  

A Song Is Drowned 

 

 

2
nd

 Place 

Rebekah Mangels 

Homeschool:  Emily Mangels 

Who Knows What I Think 

 

 

3
rd

 Place 

Sihyun Na 

Windemere Ranch:  Diana Kaplenko  

What Does It Feel Like 

 

 

3
rd

 Place 

William Francis 

Martinez:  Anne Martin 

A Day’s Work as a Dishonest Man 

 

 

8th Grade Poetry 

 

1
st
 Place     

Ahab Chopra 

Dorris-Eaton:  Deeni Schoenfeld 

You Will Never Find Me 

 

 

2
nd

 Place 

Meher George 

Dorris-Eaton:  Melissa Parker 

Carpe Diem 

 

 

3
rd

 Place 

Kismat Dhaliwal 

Dorris-Eaton:  Melissa Parker 

An Unlikely Savior 
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EVER THINK ABOUT WRITING A SCREENPLAY FROM YOUR NOVEL?   
 

Two of our members Judith Marshall, Husbands May Come and Go, But Friends are Forever, 

and Al Garrotto, The Saint of Florenville: A Love Story, have active novel-to-film projects in 

the works.  Both authors have written screenplays for film versions. The Write News 

asked them to share with us their experiences and any tips they might have for 

other novelists.  
  
Write News: Why did you decide to write the screenplay for your novel? 
 

Judith:  Shortly after a Hollywood producer optioned my novel, she engaged a screenwriter to do the 

script adaptation.  After three unsuccessful attempts, I elected to write the screenplay myself.  Although I 

had no screenwriting experience, I felt no one knew my story better than I did, so I’d give it a try. 
  

Al: When I first started scouting opportunities to option my novel to a film company, I was told that film 

people don’t want to read books. They want to see a screenplay. Soon after that, a producer did get 

excited about optioning the film, but she had her own script writer. When that potential deal fell apart, I 

began putting feelers out again. A close friend who had just produced a sweet and touching film, Love, 

Concord (yes, our own Concord, CA) told me I had to have a screenplay, or I wouldn’t get much 

attention. So, I began writing and quickly got the attention of another producer, who repeated the mantra, 

“Get me a first draft. It doesn’t have to be perfect.” 
 

Write News: How difficult was it to convert your novel into a screenplay? 
 

Judith:  The most difficult thing for me was condensing a 425-page novel into 126-page screenplay. 

Deciding what to leave out without jeopardizing the plot was a real challenge.   
 

Al: I thought the hardest thing would be mastering the script formatting style. It isn’t that difficult, and 

Final Draft software took the boredom out of repetitive Scene and Character typing. The biggest  

challenges in writing the first draft were to: (1) separate the novel’s dialogue from its exposition, 

abandoning page after page of cherished text, and (2) fight the temptation to get inside the characters’ 

heads. Film is primarily a visual medium. You have to tell your story in actions that are seen by the 

audience. Emotions can play a large role, but the actors must convey their thought processes with subtle 

visuals. In other words, I had to hang up my novelist’s hat and focus primarily on what the lens captured 

and on the sound effects.  
 

Write News: What, if anything, surprised you about the writing process?  
 

Judith:  I found using the Final Draft software very helpful.  I didn’t have to worry about formatting and 

could concentrate on the content.  I was also surprised at how easy it was to strip away the exposition and 

hone in on the dialogue, which I didn’t need to change at all.  Bottom line:  I found it much easier to write 

a screenplay than it is to write a novel.    
 

Al:  By the second and third (of five) drafts, I had become aware that the script was taking on a life of its 

own.  I let go of the literal novel and decided to go where the script led me. In plain English, this meant: 

(1) adding/changing a lot of dialogue, (2) resequencing a major plot point to heighten tension, and (3) 

changing the ending of the story to tie up some loose ends more neatly. 
 

Write News: Where is your film project now (as this is being written)? 
 

Judith:  My producer has engaged a new producer/director/screenwriter who has read my screenplay and 

is doing his own adaptation which is due any day. 
 

Al:  The project is moving forward in a positive direction. Both the producer and the proposed director 

have approved the screenplay. Names of actors have been raised and tossed about. So far, though, 

everything is talk. I do not have an option contract for the book and/or screenplay.  
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A SCREENPLAY FROM YOUR NOVEL?  Cont’d 
 

Write News: What do you expect the next step to be in the process? 
 

Judith:  When my producer and I have read the first draft of the new screenplay, we will provide notes of 

any suggested changes we have to the screenwriter. Once the script is ready, it will be pitched to studios, 

TV networks and actors. (The book was sent to Meryl Streep before the decision was made to adapt it into 

a screenplay – pretty exciting!)   
 

Al: From my standpoint, I will begin to press for an option contract. After all, neither the producer nor 

director can go much further with my property without my written consent. 
 

Write News: How confident are you that your book/screenplay will one day make it to the big screen? 
 

Judith:  My producer seems committed to the project, and the current screenwriter loves the characters 

and the story.  But you never know. Things change often in Hollywood.  For instance, when the book was 

first optioned, it was pitched to two well-known female producers who said they weren’t interested in a 

“women’s movie” at the moment because Eat, Pray, Love had been a box office flop.  I just keep my 

fingers crossed. 
 

Al:  I am more optimistic than confident. For some reason, this story grabs people at a deep level. It seems 

to want to be a movie, and people in the business want to make that happen. I just keep saying yes and 

pushing it on down the path. 
 

Write News: What advice do you have for other writers who hope to have their story reach the big 

screen? 
 

Judith:  First, ask yourself, Is my story screen-worthy? Be honest. Would you buy a ticket to see it on the 

big screen?  What other movies would it be like?  My producer says my movie is The Big Chill meets It’s 

Complicated.  That’s how they pitch in Hollywood.  If you’re interested in learning how to write a 

screenplay, then do it.  But having a screenplay isn’t necessary to land a screen option.  In my case, it was 

my pre-launch press release that caught the attention of my producer; that and the title of the book, which 

she loves.   
 

If you’re going the traditional publishing route, pitch to agents who also handle screen rights.  If you’re 

really serious, you can go to a Hollywood pitchfest and present your story ideas to those directly in the 

business.  You don’t need a screenplay to pitch.  For instance, the 17
th

 Annual Pitch Festival will be held 

in August 2-4 in Los Angeles http://www.fadeinonline.com/events/hollywood_pitchfest/ or you can 

Google “Hollywood pitchfests” for other options.   
 

If you believe your work is screen-worthy, do whatever it takes to get it in front of the right people.  See 

you at the movies!  
 

Al: Learn how to write your own screenplay and do it. I knew I could write the script. After all, who 

knows my story better than I do? Still, I deferred when offered the first shot at it, thinking, I’m not a 

professional screenwriter. Big mistake. I could have saved myself months of anguish, if I had taken it on 

from the beginning. Working screenwriters want between $10k and $25k and will demand six months to 

produce a first draft. Even then, they may not produce a screen-worthy product. I wrote the script in four 

weeks. My only expense, other than time, was the purchase price of Final Draft software.  ▄ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Slate of Officers for the Mt Diablo Board of California Writers Club for the 

year beginning July, 2013 

President:    Elisabeth Tuck 

Vice President:   Sean Hazlett 

Secretary:    Barbara Bentley 

Treasurer:    David George 

http://www.fadeinonline.com/events/hollywood_pitchfest/
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WORLD BOOK NIGHT by Rick Reed 

 

I don’t usually volunteer because I’ve seen too many horror shows where the volunteer gets killed. 

They’re always the one who goes into the dark basement, or opens the door, etc. But I volunteered to be a 

book giver for World Book Night in 2012 and again this year. 

 

This year I partnered with the Literacy Program at Livermore Library and gave the program 20 books that 

will go into the hands of the needy.  I attended a little party at Towne Center Books in Pleasanton where I 

picked up my books to distribute. My book this year was Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury. 

 

The event takes place on the third week in April each year and is a great way to be sure there are future 

readers for the books you are writing. Please check their website and consider being a volunteer next year 

for this very worthy event: 

Check out how WBN works at:  http://www.us.worldbooknight.org/about-us/what-we-do/how-it-works  

And generally at:  http://www.us.worldbooknight.org/  

 

Below is a letter I received after this year’s event.   

 

“Dear Rick, 

 It's been a week since World Book Night, and we are still smiling from the amazing stories so many are 

sharing about the experience. This was another wildly successful year--25,000 givers, half a million 

books, and 500,000 new readers! 

  

But it isn't over yet. Did you know that all unclaimed boxes will be distributed into communities across 

the country over the next few months? Whether it's your pickup bookstore or library donating them to 

local or charities or programs, or our headquarters sending boxes to national organizations like the USO, 

every WBN copy will make its way into the hands of someone who could use a good book. (We know 

many of you wanted more than 20 books, but fairness, logistics, and cost make it impossible for us to get 

unclaimed boxes to individual givers.)” 

 

Rick added:  If anyone from CWC is a book giver next year we should have a get together. Some wine, 

some snacks, some more wine, some more wine… 

 

[FYI  from Elisabeth:  Unfortunately I didn’t check my mail in time:  Rick played bagpipes for VFW Post 

#7265 Memorial Day Program on May 27th. He said it would be the only chance we would have of 

seeing him wear a kilt!] 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

"Don't tell me the moon is shining; 
show me the glint of light on 
broken glass." ~~ Anton Chekov 

http://www.us.worldbooknight.org/about-us/what-we-do/how-it-works
http://www.us.worldbooknight.org/
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Member Events, News and Salutes 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

……………………………………………………….

.                                                                                     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
] 

B. Lynn Goodwin is a Luminary again at InspireMeToday, and wrote an article published at 
Inspire Me Today.  People bought her book because of it.  She also had a piece accepted for an 
upcoming anthology, Writing After Retirement: Tips by Successful Retired Writers. 

 

 
 

 

Nannette Rundle Carroll, author of The Communication Problem 
Solver had word from her publisher that they have successfully negotiated 
the Vietnamese-language rights to her book with Alpha Books Co. for 
distribution in Vietnam." 
 

Nannette added: 
Yes, there's even an advance and royalties! What a surprise! 
 

Also the American Management Association asked me to contribute to their new 

ezine.  They published the following articles online: 

 

 

Catherine Accardi's two books, Images 

of America-San Francisco Landmarks, and San 

Francisco's North Beach & Telegraph Hill, have 

been the basis for her many presentations in San 

Francisco.  They include one at Ghirardelli 

Square for the Victorian Alliance, an upcoming 

presentation for the San Francisco History 

Association later this year, and a San Francisco 

Costco book signing on June 15
th

 in honor of 

Father’s Day. 

1. A challenging demand for a new manager is how to manage former peers.  This article features my tips.  

http://playbook.amanet.org/i-am-a-new-manager-how-do-i-manage-former-peers/2/ 

 

This article covers types of questions to use when communicating with colleagues: 

http://playbook.amanet.org/dig-deep-using-the-3-kinds-of-open-questions/ 

The Bay Area News group is scheduled to 

publish Joanna Kraus’ article  
"RX for Caregivers" 

on Sunday, June 9th written in the heat of 
seven intense months of caregiving.  
Sadly, her husband passed away mid-March. 
An edited version will also be in the 
November issue of Stroke Magazine 
(published by the American Heart 
Association 

http://playbook.amanet.org/i-am-a-new-manager-how-do-i-manage-former-peers/2/
http://playbook.amanet.org/dig-deep-using-the-3-kinds-of-open-questions/
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Have You Been Profiled Yet? 
Would you like to be?  It’s easy and painless! 
The Mount Diablo Branch has a long tradition of publishing member profiles in our monthly newsletter, 

The Write News.  You may have seen one in past issues. They are brief, usually around 400 words, 

biographies of members which might include one’s education and writing experiences.  It is a great way 

of acknowledging and getting to know each other better.   

 

If you are interested in submitting your profile please contact me, Catherine Accardi, at 

caacat@comcast.net, or by phoning (925) 934-9015.  I would be happy to send you sample questions that 

can be used to create your individual profile.                       

 

 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
IN MEMORIAM 
 
Former Mt. Diablo CWC member Joyce Campbell Nelson passed away Feb. 19, 2013. 
 
Joyce was born June 30, 1928 in Pricedale, PA to Thomas Elmer Campbell and Erma Masel 
Campbell (Mitchell).  She grew up in the coal mining camp of Wharton, WV as the eldest of 
seven siblings. Her Van, WV high school had a graduating class of 19.  
 
She worked at the FBI in Washington DC.  A blind date with FBI Special Agent Everett Nelson 
became a 49-year marriage. They lived for periods in Seattle, WA and Alexandria, VA then 
settled in the San Francisco Bay Area.  They were the parents of 3 children: Ellen Maureen, 
Craig Warren and Ward Campbell. 
 
Joyce completed a Bachelor of Arts in Humanities in 1978 from Saint Mary's College, was an 
active member of the American Association of University Women, and a strong supporter of 
Planned Parenthood. 
Everett passed in 1992 and in 2005 Joyce moved to Rossmoor. In 2009 she moved to Fort 
Collins, CO to be closer to family.  
 
Joyce is survived by her 3 children and their spouses, 3 granddaughters, 3 sisters, and 2 
brothers as well as many friends and family. 
 
 

The annual NorCal and SoCal CWC picnic will be Saturday July 20
th

 1 – 4pm at 

Joaquin Miller Park in the Oakland hills. The event is social and all members are invited. 

Barbque, potluck, open mic, and literary cake decorating contest.  Details and directions:   

www.calwriters.org 

mailto:caacat@comcast.net


June 2013                                                         The Write News                                                                Page Twelve 

 

 

JACK  BERNARD  DRORI 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

In Memoriam 
 

Jack Bernard Drori 
November 29, 1919 — February 28, 2013 

Among his many accomplishments, Jack Drori will 

be remembered as a wise and superior intellectual 

with a wonderful sense of humor and caring spirit. 

He fought for the good with indefatigable passion. 

Jack’s poetry and essays can be found at the website  

www.Hagoral.com  dedicated to his memory. 

About Jack 

In his own words, from Neurology Medical Group of Diablo Valley:  

After earning my MD degree from Boston University School of Medicine in 1952, I spent six 

years in training in internal medicine and neurology, eventually becoming certified in both 

fields. Following a few years on the neurology faculties at several medical schools: the 

University of California in SF, the Universities of Minnesota and Illinois, I opened a private 

neurology practice in Walnut Creek and Concord, Calif, in 1965. I am happy to report that 

the group is continuing to flourish and maintain the high standards we had set at the very 

beginning. 

And from the Phoenix Hall Writers' Blog:  

I came to writing late in my life. During a long medical career I established a neurology 

practice in Walnut Creek and Concord, California, and was also involved in hospital 

teaching.  Over the years I published nine scientific articles in major medical journals.  

 

Although I heard the muffled tapping of my muse when I was fifteen, it wasn’t until I retired 

from my career that I turned my full attention to serious writing.  

 

Inspired by my life’s experiences, I began my first novel, Ancient Stones.  The story is about 

a man who is driven to discover his origins and to find his place in this world. By the end of 

the book the reader would learn that despite a dysfunctional family, the absence of a model, 

and insecure ties to his past, the protagonist ultimately understands who he is and where he 

belongs.  

 

Following two and a half instructive years of working with a freelance editor, I joined the 

Mount Diablo Branch of the California Writers Club. I soon discovered that I learned more 

of the art and craft of writing from interacting with fellow writers in critique groups than I 

learned in any other forum. None more than at the Phoenix Hall Writers group. My fellow 

“Phoenicians” probably don’t know that I think their critiquing is an instrument of continuing 

inspiration rather than one of depletion.  

 

 

http://www.hagoral.com/
http://www.diabloneurology.com/physicians_and_staff.asp
http://phoenixhallwriters.wordpress.com/jb-drori/


June 2013                                                        The Write News                                                              Page Thirteen 

America 
A Hymn 

J.B. Drori  
 

America. America. 

Glory. Glory.  

 

Higher than your mountains, 

Greater than your oceans, 

Is your innate nobility- 

Your birthright, 

Not taken or bestowed.  

 

Masterful is your claim 

Where every citizen is 

His or her own sovereign. 

A nation of kings dedicated 

To rule for the common good.  

 

Eternal be this truth for you 

But not for all people everywhere? 

Thus, despite the burden of your blemishes, 

Or perhaps because of them, 

You heeded the cry of your brothers and sisters,  

 

Reverberating around the globe. 

And dispatched the flower of your youth 

To deliver the people from their tyrants. 

You opened your treasury to rebuild 

Their homelands, burying your heroes in foreign soil.  

 

Should you inquire, “Has any nation ever 

Expressed gratitude for your offering of liberty? 

Do they commemorate 

The day of their emancipation? 

Do they remember?”  

 

Ask the Jews. 

They know.  

 

Care to learn if any of the nations of the world 

Ever thanked the Children of Israel for their 

Gift of Ethical Monotheism? 

Ask and you will hear a resounding silence, 

A death knell of marching ghosts.  

 

But mark this on marble pillars of your public halls. 

A day will come – because of you – America, 

When the nations of the world will see the light 

And claim the birthright of liberty 

For all of mankind everywhere.  

 

America. America. 

Blessed are you among the nations.  

 

Halleluyah. Halleluyah. 

Selah. 
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Call for Volunteers  

 

Do you know that the Mount Diablo Branch exists, in large part, because of our dedicated volunteers?  Would 

you want to further the mission of our writers club? Our mission, as defined on our statewide club website is: 

"Educating writers of all abilities in the craft of writing and in the marketing of their work”.  

 

Sounds like a good plan to me. Our club runs smoothly thanks to our talented and dedicated volunteers. Our 

board members are volunteers, our program chairs are volunteers, and all the other people who assist with 

various projects and tasks are volunteers.  

 

One specific task that currently needs attention is the annual membership renewal drive that takes place 

between April through September.  Someone recently referred to the volunteer membership chair as “staff”.  

We don’t have staff but we do have plenty of members.  If you want to assist with membership renewals, or 

any other opportunity to step up, contact me, Catherine Accardi, at caacat@comcast.net, or at (925) 934-9015.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lyn Roberts, and Catherine Accardi before, her deserve sainthood for doing this 
newsletter month after month! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DON’T MISS OUR JUNE 8TH SPEAKER: 
 

Margit Liesche 
 

Historical Fiction Author 
 

Weaving good stories around the spine of interesting historic events 
 

Using current events and cultural norms as the backdrop for story 

Check out our Mt. Diablo website maintained faithfully by Aline Soules.   

A round of applause for Aline and all the work she does. 

   
http://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com 

Contact our reservations person 

Robin Gigoux at ragig@aol.com or 933-9670 to 

sign up for meetings. 

Visit the updated CWC NorCal Group website.  See the new and improved 
calendar of events which is filled with all that the Northern California Writing 

Community has to offer.  
 

http://www.cwcnorcalwriters.org/ 

 

mailto:caacat@comcast.net
http://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/
mailto:ragig@aol.com
http://www.cwcnorcalwriters.org/
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It Is Annual Membership Renewal Time 
 

Please print and complete this form and include it with your $45 annual membership renewal payment.  

To be completely electronic, please see the membership tidbit sent 5/24/13. Save the renewal form, fill it 

out and email to Catherine.  Since this is a pdf, you cannot write on it from your computer. 

We are updating our member database and we want to make sure we have correct information about you. 

Please PRINT clearly! 

 

Last Name _______________________________First Name_________________________ 

Street Address_______________________________________________________________ 

City___________________________________State_________________Zip____________ 

Phone Number ________________________Email_________________________________ 

Membership Category: _____Active  _____Associate _____Supporting_____Youth Afflicate 

Principal Genre___________________Additional Genre(s)__________________________ 

 

Payment Information 

 

Renew your membership via check or credit card by following the instructions below. 

 

Payment by check - 

Make your $45 check payable to “CWC-Mt. Diablo Branch.”   

 

Payment by credit card – 

Note that payment via credit card requires a $2 credit card transaction fee making the payment  

a total of $47. 

Please provide the following information: 

Credit Card #_________________________  Expiration Date (month/year)_____________ 

Name as it appears on the credit card____________________________________________ 

Billing zip code_____________ 

 

Mail this form (with a check or credit card info) to:  

CWC-Membership, P.O. Box 606, Alamo, CA-94507.  

 
Security Note:  Membership information is not made public at any time. 

 

Thank you for renewing your membership in the CWC-Mount Diablo Branch. 

If you have questions, contact Catherine Accardi  via email at caacat@comcast.net,  

or by phone at (925) 934-9015. 

The second CWC Literary Review is on the street, a few pages larger and 

better all around. Be a part of this publication.  It’s a great opportunity to see 
your work on a semi-glossy page and in front of the eyes of 1600 others. Of 

course it must be worthy and stand taller than the nearly 200 entries received 
each time.   

Next issue submissions open July 1 – August 30, 2013.  As with any attempt to 
get published: Follow the guidelines.  They are described on the inside back 

page of the Winter 2012-2013 issue. 

mailto:caacat@comcast.net
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2013 Annual Young Writers Contest 
Sponsored by the California Writers Club, Mount Diablo Branch 

The Mount Diablo Branch of the California Writers Club invites you to support today’s young middle 
school students of Contra Costa County who like to write by honoring the great California writers of the 
past.  Please consider joining one of the following donor clubs.  Your gift will be acknowledged in the 
Young Writers Contest program and in the Mount Diablo CWC newsletter.  In addition, all donations are 
tax-deductible.  The Young Writers Contest Committee and the Mt. Diablo Board of Directors wish to 
thank the following donors to the Young Writers Contest from July 1, 2012, to the present: 

Foundation Donors 
The Leroe Family Foundation  

The John Steinbeck Society      
 

 
The John Muir Member Club  
Barbara Bentley 
 
The Mary Austin Writers Club  
Kathy Urban 
In memory of Nancy O’Connell 
 
Betty Iverson – in honor of all the young writers 
 
David George – in honor of Elizabeth Pentacoff’s 
years of generous time contributions to the success 
of the program.  
 
Sheryl Ruzek 

 
The Ina Coolbrith Laureate Club  
 
Sara Wilson – in honor of Elizabeth Pentacoff for her 
continued support of Young Writers 
 

Elizabeth Koehler-Pentacoff – in memory of 

Al and Elmer Koehler 

Elisabeth Tuck 

Rick Reed – by donating proceeds from book sales after 

speaking at Mt. Diablo Branch 

Joanne Brown - In honor of Elizabeth Koehler-Pentacoff's 

work with the Young Writers Contest. 

Karen Tenney for the Betty Tenney Memorial Young 

Writers Contest Essay Prize 
 
                                           ~ The Jack London Founder’s Circle - $500 
~ The John Steinbeck Society - $250-$499            ~ The John Muir Member Club - $150-$249  
~ The Ina Coolbrith Laureate Club - $100-$149    ~ The Mary Austin Writers Club - $50-$99 
~ The Gertrude Atherton Guild - $10-$24              ~ The Helen Hunt Jackson Group - $25-$49 
*********************************************************************************************** 
Please consider joining a Donor Club in support of our Annual Young Writers Contest whic awards cash 
prizes for excellence in the categories: short story, poetry, essay/personal narrative. Winners are notified 
in May and presented with their awards at a luncheon at a local restaurant. All expenses of the program 
are supported by individual donations and grants.  
Your gift furthers our mission to identify and reward excellence among Contra Costa County middle 
school students and enables our club to continue and to expand our outreach to young writers.  Your gift 
is fully tax deductible. Thank you to all our members who generously donated to the 2013 Young Writers 
Contest.   
 

Please list my membership in the following donor club: __________________________ 
Name_________________________Address_____________________________ 
City/State/Zip______________________________________________________ 
Phone_________________________E-mail______________________________ 
Amount enclosed: $_____________________(checks or cash only, please) 
 
Acknowledge my gift in honor of/in memory of _______________________________ 
Make your check payable to: CWC-Mt. Diablo Branch           Mail check to:  
CWC Mt. Diablo Branch, Attention: Young Writers Contest, P.O. Box 606, Alamo, CA 94507 
 

*********************************************************************************************** 
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T h e  B a c k  F e n c e  
 
Don't  forget  to hang out at our Back Fence. 

 
That would be our Mount Diablo branch site at     
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/CWCBackFence/. At The Fence members 
can find topics of interest to writers.  Members can also sign up for Back Fence e-
mails.  If you haven't yet joined the Back Fence, go to the link above and follow 
the simple sign-up process.  
 
 

 
 
Better late than never:  Some Sales and Salutes I overlooked: 
 
Secrets is the story of an accidental affair in a small Southern town that results in a healing of 
griefs long buried.  “Written with the sensual style of Isabel Allende in its eroticar.”   
Find Secrets published by Mel C Thompson Publishing of SF on Amazon under "Secrets by 

Dawne Ashley"  [Southern nom de plume for Kai Rahbek] for just $6.00--the equivalent of two 
medium lattes or one glass of wine.  Something short, sweet and juicy to kick off your summer.  

 
Cathy Turney’s essay, "Creativity, Ticket to a Better Place," was chosen for publication in 
Catharsis Journal.  “It's my one (and probably only) venture into memoir.” 
 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/CWCBackFence/


 
 California Writers Club~Mount Diablo Branch 
 Post Office Box 606 
 Alamo, CA 94507 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            

                California Writers Club ~ Mount Diablo Branch                                                                 
~  The California Writers Club is a designated 501 (c)(3) non-profit corporation.  ~ 

 

Join Us! 
Our next CWC-Mt. Diablo Speaker & Buffet Luncheon 

is June 8, 2013 at 11:30 am, in Pleasant Hill.  
For detailed meeting information, go to 
http://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com 

 

The California Writer’s Club (CWC) shall foster professionalism in writing, promote networking 
of writers with the writing community, mentor new writers, and provide the literary support for 
writers and the writing community as is appropriate through education and leadership. All items 
in this newsletter are the opinions of the author(s) and do not in any way represent the views or 
official position of CWC.                      

http://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/

