
 

 

The California Writers Club-Mount Diablo Branch 
BRANCH MEETING & LUNCHEON 

 
The Secrets to Ebook Publishing Success 
Saturday January 10, 2015—11:15 am to 2:00 pm 

 
Jim Azevedo, Marketing Director of Smashwords will reveal the best practices 
of the most commercially successful self-published Ebook authors. 

 

For members who have not yet completed their first book, or for professional authors who are 
investigating Ebook self-publishing, this session will provide immediate steps authors can take 
to help maximize the discoverability and sales rank of their work. 

 
Jim will cover best practices such as: 

 
• Metadata – what it is and how to use it your advantage 
• Leveraging viral catalysts to make your books more discoverable 
• How to use preorders to help hit bestseller lists 
• Creating covers that get noticed 
• Exclusivity. Friend or foe? 
• Addressing the global market opportunity 

 
 
 

Jim Azevedo is the marketing director at Smashwords, the largest distributor of self-published Ebooks, 
serving approximately 100,000 independent authors, publishers and literary agents. Since 2008, 
Smashwords has helped authors around the world publish and distribute more than 320,000 titles to retailers 
such as Apple iBooks, Barnes & Noble, Kobo and Flipkart, as well as to subscription services Oyster and 
Scribd, and also to libraries via its partnerships with OverDrive and Baker & Taylor. By night, Jim is the 
drummer for Rivals, a popular San Francisco Bay Area indie rock band. Jim is also the author of the 
forthcoming book, How to Get Your Band out of The Garage. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Sign-in from 11:15am to 12pm. Luncheon 12pm to 1:00pm including short business meeting. Speaker 1pm 
to 2pm at Zio Fraedo’s Restaurant: 611 Gregory Lane, Pleasant Hill. $20 members, $25 guests. 
Reservation deadline: noon, Wednesday January 7th. 
For reservations, contact Robin at ragig@aol.com or leave a message at: 925-933-9670. 

 
CWC is a federal non-profit 501(c)(3) 
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President's Message 
By Sean Hazlett 

 
2014 has come and gone. For writers, yearend can be an opportunity to take stock of what 
we’ve accomplished and to plan for the year ahead. Being systematic about reflecting on 
our successes and failures over the past year and setting writing goals for the next year 
never hurts. For novice writers, where rejections are common and acceptances are few, this 
process can be especially useful. Moreover, as professional writers we should assess not 
only our artistic achievements, but also measure progress against our business objectives. 
After all, if you can’t afford to eat, you can’t afford to write. 

 
 
 
objectives for 2015. 

If you’ll indulge me, I’ll offer my own process as an example. I hope it inspires you to 
assess your own 2014 writing accomplishments and to plan your professional writing 

 

In the success column, I completed my first novel in 2014, wrote eight short stories, sold three, won two more 
Honorable Mentions in the Writers of the Future Contest, and brought in more writing revenue than I did in 
2013. But I still have a long way to go. I only sold half as many short stories in 2014 as I did in 2013 despite 
writing more of them and increasing my submission rate by nearly 40%. And my writing revenue might have 
only been enough to cover one or – at most – two monthly utility bills. 

 
But I have ambitious plans for 2015! 

 
In April, I intend to self-publish my first anthology of ten short stories (you can see a review of it in this 
newsletter). I hope to find a publisher for the novel I completed in 2014 and to write its sequel in 2015. I also 
plan to write at least ten more short stories and to sell at least ten more. From a business perspective, my goal is 
to double my writing revenue in 2015. 

 
While they’re aspirational, these goals are also realistic ones I can use to hold myself accountable for my 
progress (or lack thereof) in 2015. 

 
I encourage you to go through the same process. You might be surprised by just how much you’ve 
accomplished. 

 
As a reminder, we are also looking for members interested in serving as either Treasurer or Secretary. If you 
would like to learn more about either position, you are welcome to attend our board meeting at 10:00 am, before 
the regular January meeting. 

 
I look forward to seeing you all at our next meeting in January! 

 
 
 

 

WRITERS TABLE for our January Meeting 
 

What is Your Style? John Sharp will share information based on 
Steven Pinker's new book, 

The Sense of Style: 
The Thinking Person's Guide to Writing in the 21st Century 

 
Lots of good ideas and thought provoking comments. 
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Member Profile: Ceci Pugh 

In her own words: 
 

I’m a Northern California girl who grew up in small 
communities like River Pines, Plymouth and Auburn. I 
was the shy middle child who became the curious 
observer. My ancestry is a mix of Latin and French on 
my mother’s side and English and Irish on my father’s 
giving me a blend of fire, (I love to dance and I’m feisty) 
and ice ( the English sensibility). I credit humor to the 
Irish and trust my Celtic ancestors were unique 
storytellers. 

 
 
 

A few years ago, author and CWC member, Fran Wojnar, encouraged me to attend CWC, and I discovered that 
not all first experiences are as delightful as the first kiss. When I reflect on that initial visit, I remember sitting 
with published authors who were networking. My limited contribution at the time was a lifetime of writing 
poetry and I wondered, “What am I doing here?” As it turns out, poetry was a good background to have before 
launching into fiction. A poet weaves a tale like she is blindfolded, becoming intimate with the subject, 
dissecting its inner being and spilling its guts onto the paper. 

 
I learned to write fiction after years of writing classes taught by Janice De Jesus, and having my stories critiqued 
and edited by Lyn Roberts and two writing groups. My literary work reflects a flavor of the country roots that 
nourished me in my youth. As a child, my family reached out to the less-fortunate and sowed the seeds for a 
compassionate heart and lifetime of falling in love with humanity, which is why I chose Occupational Therapy as 
my profession. I’m lead by a strong spirituality, which magnifies the joys in my life (four adult children, three 
sons-in-law and five delightful grandchildren) and makes the sorrows (death of my husband and many family 
members) tolerable. It also provides honest depth to my stories about relationships and the human condition. 

 
As of October, 2014, and the publication of Tremors, Short Fiction by California Writers, I became an author, 
one of eight who contributed stories to this anthology, available on Lulu.com. Next year I expect to publish my 
collection of short stories, essays and poems. 
Writing is a journey of self-discovery. I’ve packed my memories and am off on an adventure, receptive to all 
possibilities that permit me to probe feelings, create, analyze and give my opinion, allowing my heart and soul 
to speak. 
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Member Events, News and Salutes 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pearl Atkins Schwartz has just published her first children's book entitled 
Mr. Foofnick's Picnic. Mr.Foofnick wants to have a picnic on a rainy day. 
He does things willy-nilly, likes bees that sting, bells that don't ring, takes 
walks with his frog. More of his shenanigans are revealed in these pages. 

 
Pearl Atkins Schwartz took second place prize in the Willamette Writer's 
Kay Snow Writing Contest for her children's book Bella and the Umbrella. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

On November 1st, in the Ina Coolbrith Circle's 95th Annual Poetry Contest, 
Judith Overmier earned 2nd Honorable Mention in the Echoes category 
for her poem The Recording Artist. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Talent, by Lynn Goodwin, was picked up by Eternal Press and is with their 
Editor. It is the story of 15-and-a-half-year-old Sandee Mason, who wants to 
find her talent, get her driver’s license, and stop living in the shadow of her 
big brother, Bri, who disappeared while serving in Afghanistan. 
It should be out sometime in 2015. 
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Member Events, News and Salutes 
(con’t) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Denise P. Kalm will be having a book signing for her third book, 
Tech Grief - Survive and Thrive Through Career Losses on 
January 19, 2015 from 4-8 pm at Barnes & Noble in Stockton, CA. 
Come and join in the fun; let your friends in the area know about the event. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christine Sunderland's fifth novel, The Magdalene Mystery, 
has been recently reviewed by Aditi Saha in Kolkata, 
India: http://bookstopcorner.blogspot.in/2014/11/review-80- 
magdalene-mystery-by.html . 
“Hats off to Christine for researching extensively for her plot and 
showing us the real truth behind Mary Magdalene's life…” 

 
The first six chapters of her novel-in-progress, The Fire Trail, 
about the borders between civilization and the wilderness, set in 
Berkeley, can be seen online at www.LibertyIslandMag.com. 

 
 
 

 

Have You Been Profiled Yet? 

The Mount Diablo Branch has a long tradition of publishing new member profiles in our monthly newsletter, 
The Write News. They are brief (usually around 400 words) biographies of members, which might include 
one’s education and writing experiences. It is a great way of acknowledging and getting to know one another 
better. 

 
If you are interested in submitting your profile please contact Marlene Dotterer at mdotterer@comcast.net 
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Annual Young Writers Contest 
Sponsored by 
The California Writers Club, Mount Diablo Branch 

 

Please consider joining one of the following donor clubs to benefit our 
programs in support of young writers.  Your tax-deductible gift will be listed in the 
Contest program in May, and in the Mount Diablo CWC newsletter every month in the year 
you donate. 

 
Be the first! 

 
The Jack London Founder’s Circle The John Steinbeck Society 

 
 

The John Muir Member Club The Ina Coolbrith Laureate Club 
      -Elizabeth Koehler-Pentacoff 
 
The Mary Austin Writers Club The Helen Hunt Jackson Group  
 
The Gertrude Atherton Guild 

Contra Costa County middle school students who enter the Young Writers Contest are eligible for cash prizes in 
short story, poetry, essay/personal narrative, and humor. 
Contest submissions are free. Check our branch website for details. 

 
The Mt. Diablo Branch hosts an awards luncheon in May of each year. 
All program expenses are supported by individual donations and grants. Thank you for considering membership 
in one of the following donor clubs: 

 

~ The Jack London Founder’s Circle $500 
~ The John Steinbeck Society $250 - $499 
~ The John Muir Member Club $150 - $249 
~ The Ina Coolbrith Laureate Club $100 - $149 
~ The Mary Austin Writers Club $50 - $99 
~ The Helen Hunt Jackson Group $25 - $49 
~ The Gertrude Atherton Guild $10 - $24 
********************************************************************************** 
Please list my membership in the following donor club:    

Name  Address   

City/State/Zip        

Phone  E-mail  

Amount enclosed: $  _(checks or cash only, please) Acknowledge my 

gift in honor of/in memory of        

Make your check payable to: CWC Mt. Diablo Branch. And mail to: 
 
 
 

Attention: Young Writers Contest 

CWC Mt. Diablo Branch, 
P.O. Box 606, Alamo, CA 94507 
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Review Your Own Book 
 

Crazy is Normal, a classroom exposé, a memoir by Lloyd 
Lofthouse, was released in June and went on an extensive 49- 
day book Blog tour in October and November 2014. During the 
tour, for 22 days, the memoir was an Amazon genre bestseller 
in the top ten and hit #2 on October 20. In addition, on 
November 2nd, the memoir earned an honorable mention in 
Biography/Autobiography from the 2014 Southern California 
Book Festival. 

 
Dr. William L. Smith, who retired in June 2009 after 15 years as Management Professor at Emporia State 
University, and who now holds Professor Emeritus status, Ph.D. from Universe of Arizona, posted this reader 
review on Amazon: 

 
“As a writer myself, I was totally impressed that Lloyd Lofthouse could have kept such a complete and detailed 
journal as to be able to recreate this fabulous memoir of such length and complexity many years after the fact. 
His portrayal of life in the classroom is stunning, realistic, and even a little scary. You really get the feeling you 
are that little "fly on the wall" - but sitting on his shoulder witnessing exactly what he experienced, day by day, 
in that classroom. 

 
“Some readers may find this memoir tedious reading. But, if you really want to get into the situation and 
understand his experience in depth, you will be enthralled by his pace and descriptions of students, 
administrators, and the school environment. 

 
“Lofthouse came away from this experience with very strong feelings about how education in this environment 
should be handled versus how it is handled in most situations.” 

 
 

 
Title: Emma Speaks 
Subtitle: A Journey into the Soul of an Animal Friend 
This true story, written by Diana St. James, is filled with 
discovery, challenges our understanding of how deeply 
animals are connected to us and how they are involved in 
our lives in ways we could never imagine. Telepathic 
animal communication provides the gift of voice for 
Diana’s horse Emma and brings to light Emma’s insights 
into the human realm and beyond. 

Dr. Cheryl Schwartz, DVM, author of Four Paws, Five Directions, described Emma as “one of the most unusual 
horses I ever met.” 

 
At the age of four, Diana saw her first horse, and from that day on seemed to possess a mystical attraction to 
them. Not until she was an adult could she afford her first horse. A need for control led her to pick horses based 
on capabilities and not emotion until the day she met a beautiful thoroughbred, Emma. An instant bond drew her 
to what many thought was a mentally unstable horse. Despite warnings, Diana bought Emma and proceeded to 
train this capable athlete to be her dream dressage horse. But soon Emma’s inexplicable behaviors interfered and 
led Diana to Carol, someone who could communicate with animals telepathically. Once her skepticism was 
overcome, Diana regularly spoke to Emma using Carol as the translator. Diana soon learned that Emma was not 
like any other horse she or Carol had ever known. Emma’s wisdom, intelligence, and abilities beyond the five 
senses invited Diana into worlds that she didn’t know existed. 
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Book Reviews continued 
 

The novel, Noah II, the End of the Rainbow by Andrew 
Kinane, is an international murder mystery/family adventure set 
in the near future as well as a modern parable. 
The book hints at intrigue and unraveling the mystery of the last 
days. It is timely considering the things that are going on in 
Europe and the Middle East these days. It certainly seems 
possible. The climax is a thriller as well as a surprise ending. 

 
Noah II, the End of the Rainbow is available on Amazon as an 
eBook as well as in paperback. Read a free sample on line. 
Leave a review if you like. 

 
 

 

 

The People by Harlen Hague 
 

In this fanciful retelling of the frontier saga and star- 
crossed love story, the tribes in the American West put 
aside ancient enmities and form a confederation to 
oppose the invasion of their lands by the American army 
and settlers. The confederation has advantages: control of 
gold mines and superior weapons supplied by a shadowy 
Asian people called the Celestials. The confederation of 
The People is led by the Beothuk, who migrated 
westward from their ancestral homeland in eastern 
Canada and settled in the American western plains. The 
relationship between a young army officer and the 
granddaughter of the Beothuk leader is a parallel to the 
stormy relations between The People and the United 
States. 

 
 

 
James Dennis Wiseman’s Freelandia, was self- 
published in October 2014. It is a dystopian novel set 
some 200 years in the future where world-wide climactic 
disasters have left surviving populations greatly reduced 
and where current societal trends of gender competition 
and government control reach their ultimate end-state. 

 
Europe has become an Islamic Caliphate, but North 
America has evolved into the ‘Federation’ ― an all- 
female fascist society. The Caliphate sends a commando to 
foment resistance in the Federation. He meets a female 
officer of the State Security Directorate. After a series of 
adventures, the female officer discovers a major state 
secret and cover-up, and decides to defect and form a new 
nation in the wilderness together with the commando ― 
Freelandia! 
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Book Reviews continued 
 
 
 

HAIKU CATS:  Haiku Cat Poems from a Very Mystical Cat 
 

Haiku Cats, by Peggy Stevens, is a collection of sixty-nine haiku 
describing the various aspects of the feline species. These haiku came to 
the author by way of Tommy: a cat who came in a very mysterious way, 
gave her his gift of haiku, and left, just as mysteriously as he came, his 
job done. The haiku vary in description from the ridiculous to the 
sublime.  Here are just a few examples: 

 

White cat slumbers, still. 
Dream-smile circles his furred face. 

Secrets locked inside. 
 

Paws curled under chin, 
Contemplates the mysteries. 

Buddha made of fur. 

There goes best sweater: 
She's rearranging my clothes. 

You think paws can't knit? 
 

Do not play with food! 
But what's a kitten to do, 

When food runs away? 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Four in the Garden, by Rick Hocker, is a thought-provoking 
spiritual fantasy that explores a primordial world where God 
creates only one human, named Cherished. Through vivid 
storytelling and short thematic chapters, the reader joins 
Cherished in his erratic journey toward understanding and 
trusting God. 

 
The reader will enjoy the memorable characters and a fresh 
depiction of a loving God. One can relate to Cherished as he 
grapples with self-centeredness, failure and doubt, and with 
external dangers such as wild animals and malevolent beings. All 
the challenges Cherished faces are meant to transform him, but 
also to prepare him for the greatest crisis of all. Five stars on 
Amazon. 

 
Available in print and e-book at all online bookstores. 
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Alien Abattoir and Other Stories is Sean Patrick Hazlett’s first 
complete collection of ten chilling science fiction stories about 
cursed alien artifacts, interstellar investment banking, ancient alien 
astronauts, parallel timelines, alien experimentation, and space 
colonization gone horribly wrong. His anthology includes stories 
that have been awarded Honorable Mentions in the prestigious 
Writers of the Future Contest and that were first published in 
venues like Fictionvale Magazine, NewMyths.com, Mad Scientist 
Journal, Plasma Frequency Magazine, Outposts of Beyond, 
and The Colored Lens. 

 
 
 

Editor’s Note: 
All Book Review submissions appear in the order they were received. 
 

 

 
If you have ideas for newsletter content, please let  

Elisabeth Tuck know what you’d like to see on these pages. 
 

 
 
Copied from the San Fernando Valley Branch’s January 2015 newsletter, The Valley Scribe.  
From an article on audio books written by Douglas William Douglas: 
 
 

Did you know that the number of audio book titles produced has skyrocketed to over 30,000 per year, fueled 

largely by digital downloading? Or that an American Federation for the Blind’s audio book pays no royalties? 

How about that for every hour of audio book, it may take a narrator/producer anywhere from six to sixteen hours 

due to pre-read with word research, electronic and verbal edits, rerecording, and post-production? Or that an 

Audible Approved Producer gets a well-earned $200 to $400 Per Finished Hour (PFH)? For a typical 350 page, 

70,000 word novel that would be approximately $2,000—not much more than a couple of LADWP [Los Angeles 

Department of Water and Power] bills unless you use an outhouse, take sponge baths and light your home with 

candles. The on-line powerhouses are Amazon’s Audible.com for buying, and ACX.com (Audiobook Creation 

Exchange) for author do-it-yourself producer search and auditioning, which includes filtering by PFH 

charge, experience and alternative payment methods (PFH vs. share of royalties).  
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 Authors & Screenwriters 
March 21 - 22, 2015 

 
 

Greetings Fellow Writers! 
An extraordinary San Francisco Bay Area event created for authors and 
screenwriters, the StoryTeller’s Expo, is happening March 21-22, 2015 at the 
Hyatt Regency SFO. With presentations and classes taught by successful 
writers, and a pitch fest where you can pitch your projects to New York 
publishers, agents, Hollywood studios, and producers, this is a once-in-a- 
lifetime opportunity to meet directly with the people who are in a position to 
launch your career! 
It’s only a little more than 5 months until the StoryTeller’s Expo takes place 
at the Hyatt Regency SFO, so be sure to get your tickets now. 

 
www.StoryTellersExpo.com 

 
 
 
 

Just a few of our exciting Presenters! 
 
 
 

Screenwriters: Ellen Sandler, Dave Trottier, Chris Soth, 
Agents: Jamie Brickhouse, Andy Ross, Ted Weinstein, 
Publishers: 10 Speed Press, St. Martin’s Press, Cleis 

Studios:  Ghostbot, Insurge (Paramount), Archstone Pictures 
Producers: Victoria Wisdom, Michael Slifkin, Michael D. Jones 

Authors:  Michael Connolly, Scott Phillips, Ellen Sandler, Dave Trottier 
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UPCOMING  PROGRAMS 
 
 

Date Speaker Background / Topic 

Dec 13 3 of Our Own Panel: 
Andrew Benzie 
Dina Colman 
Melanie Denman 

2 IPPY winners and an expert on self publishing 
requirements 
“Top Ten Tips on Self-Publishing” 

Jan 10, 
2015 

Smashwords “Publicizing your book” 

Feb 14 Susan Shea Author of mysteries set in the world of art and finance 

Mar 14 Jordan Rosenfeld Workshop, the craft of writing 

April 11 Eric Elfin  
*May 9 
YWC 
Banquet 

Marissa Moss publisher of Creston Books 
“Revision” 

June 13 Joshua Mohr Craft 
 

 
 

x 2015 – 2016  
Date Speaker Background / Topic 

 
Sept 12 
 

  

Oct 10 
 

Amanda McTigue Craft 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Check out our Mt. Diablo sites maintained by Aline Soules: 
Internet:  http://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com 
Twitter:  @cwcmtd 
Facebook:  CWC Mt. Diablo Branch 

Cheers for Aline and all the work she does. 
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PAYMENT METHODS for MEETINGS 

Unfortunately at this time, payment by credit card at meetings is not possible. The Wi- 
Fi connection at Zio’s is too weak to support credit transactions. 

 

The three available methods for payment are: 
 
x Pay in advance via PayPal on our website (http://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com). You do not need a 

PayPal account. See below. 
x Pay with a check at sign-in. 
x Pay with cash at sign-in. (Please bring exact bills.) 

 
All three methods may also be used to donate to our Young Writers Contest. 
For PayPal go to our website and click on “Next Program and Events Calendar.” Find the yellow 
PayPal button with “buy now.” Just click on it and you’ll be taken to our PayPal site. Enter the amount 
(speaker/workshop/member/guest price plus $2 to cover the PayPal transaction fee charged to the 
branch.)   
On the Young Writers Contest page of our website, there is a “donate” button. This contest is our 
branch’s biggest contribution to the community so please give generously. Click on “donate,” enter the 
amount you want to give, and we’ll receive it with gratitude. 

 
 
 
 
 

Thinking of volunteering? 
 

Come observe a board meeting.  10 am Dec 13 before the regular meeting. 
 

 

We need a treasurer!! Harlan Hague has valiantly attempted the job in spite of living in 
Stockton!  It’ll be easier on someone living closer. 

 
We still need a secretary for the coming CWC year beginning in Sept. Barbara Bentley has 
been an excellent secretary, putting all our documents online and now is ready for a 
break.  Consider taking the job. 

 
Join the board and keep us all on track. 
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