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The California Writers Club-Mount Diablo Branch 

BRANCH MEETING & LUNCHEON 
 

"Writing What We Know - What Does That Mean?"  
with Susan Shea 

Saturday, February 14, 2015—11:15 am to 2:00 pm 

 
 What does it mean to write what you know? 

 The role of experience, perception, "truth," and emotion 

 History and fiction 

 The role of imagination - what we don't know 

 Humor as a tool 
 

 

Susan will cover the oft-repeated advice to write what you know by 
keying off an exploration of the roles of experience, perception, "truth," 
and emotion, plus the essential ingredient of imagination, which isn't 
precisely what we know...or is it? 

  
For the discussion, because it's the genre she mostly writes in, she'll use 
crime fiction as the source of examples, other people's and her own. 
She'll talk about what she thinks she knows, how she knows it, and what 

she does with it to create fiction. That means she'll talk a little about the linked topics of art plus 
money, the sometimes schizophrenic world of the major gift fundraiser, the observed habits of the 
very rich, and how having a sense of humor is sometimes the only way to cope. 
 
SUSAN C. SHEA spent more than two decades as a non-profit executive before beginning her best-selling 
mystery series featuring a professional fundraiser for a fictional museum in San Francisco. Murder in The 
Abstract, Mixed Up with Murder and The King’s Jar are in print and eBook. Susan is currently the president of 
the Northern California chapter of Sisters in Crime, a member of Mystery Writers of America, and blogs on 
http://7criminalminds.blogspot.com. She lives in Marin County, California. Susan’s website is 
www.susancshea.com 

 
 

 

Sign-in from 11:15am to 12pm. Writers Table 11:30 – 12. Buffet lunch 12– 1:00 including short business meeting. 

Speaker 1 –  2 at Zio Fraedo’s Restaurant: 611 Gregory Lane, Pleasant Hill. $20 members, $25 guests. 

Reservation deadline: noon, Wednesday, February 11th. For reservations, contact Robin at ragig@aol.com, 
leave a message at: 925-933-9670, or sign up via PayPal. Click “buy now” on the Mt. Diablo website 

http://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/next-program/. Add $2 transaction fee 
 

CWC is a federal non-profit 501(c)(3) 
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President's Message 
By Sean Hazlett 
 

Last month we focused on the business of writing with Jim Azevedo's excellent 

presentation on best practices of the most commercially successful self-published 

eBook authors.  

 

In our February meeting, we are shifting back to the craft of writing with Susan 

Shea, who will discuss what the phrase "Writing What You Know" really means. 

  

I look forward to seeing you all on Valentine's Day! 

 

 
 

As a reminder, we have been looking for members interested in serving as either branch treasurer or 

secretary and are currently considering some volunteers.  If you would like to learn more about the 

board and, by extension, our branch, you are welcome to attend our board meeting at 10:00 am, 

before the regular February meeting. 

 

WRITERS TABLE FEB 14 

Member Bob O’Brien will host a writers table from 11:30 – 12.  His topic is “SWAT and 

Police Militarization - the Reality vs the Myth".  Send your questions to 

rleepaulson@sbcglobal.net then come and learn what it's like from the side of the police.   

 
 

 

NOTE on PAGES 10, 11 & 12 the:  

     Tri Valley Writers Conference  

Berkeley Branch 5
th

 Grade Story Contest open to Alameda and Contra Costa Counties 

     San Francisco Storytellers Expo 

  

WRITERS TABLES    
 

If you have knowledge or skill associated with writing, reviewing/editing, publishing, cover design, 

etc., that you’d like to share with members in a short, informal meeting before a regular meeting, 

contact Lee Paulson to volunteer: 

rleepaulson@sbcglobal.net 
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Member Profile: Susan Pace-Koch 

Interviewed by Marlene Dotterer, Membership Chair 
 

Where are you from? Born in Sitka Alaska, raised in Washington State. Now living in Concord, 

California. 

 

What part of your life has influenced your writing the most and why?  Teachers and artists 

have influenced me. Combining words, books, pictures, kids, education and diversity of content, 

has challenged and inspired me. 

 

Education?  BS in human development from Cal State Hayward-East Bay 

 

Has your education specifically been an influence on your writing? With a degree in human 

development, people suggested that I work with seniors, so of course I chose the opposite and 

picked children with the thought that they would be read to by seniors. Thus both ends of the age spectrum are covered. 

 

Has your career/employment been part of your writing history? Contacts with people in my earlier careers reinforced 

the richness of humanity, which gave me lots of material with which to work. At times in history, we find it important to 

look through the eyes of a child for a fresh view which can be less complicated, more joyful, and simpler. 

 

When did you start writing? All my life, but more seriously (as if my kids’ books were serious!) as I matured and found 

art and kids even more fascinating.  

 

What prompted it?  A trip to the Grand Canyon. A time of change in my life that freed me up to focus on writing what I 

love. 

 

What do you write? Children’s picture books. 

 

Have you published? 3 titles: “Get Out Of My Head, I Should Go To Bed”, “In One Ear and Out the Other”, “A Pie 

for a Pig”.  Coming this fall: “The Mermaid and the Moon”. 

 

Anything else you would like members to know about you or your craft? My 

special focus is choosing the right illustrator for each book. It has been fascinating to 

work with excellent artists, and cover- and interior- book designers. 

 

Married? Children?  Married with children. 

 

Side notes:  

-I will be speaking in the Kid’s Alley, at the California Capital Book Festival (ccbookfestival.com/    Check it out) in 

Sacramento this October. The theme of the conference is Diversity. 

-Two of my books have been chosen for art gallery exhibits on children’s book illustrators. 

-One of the books was “Best Book” by BAIPA. 

 

Have You Been Profiled? 
The Mount Diablo Branch’s The Write News publishes new(ish) member profiles. They are brief (usually 

around 400 words) biographies of members, which might include one’s education, writing experiences and a 

picture of you/your book. It is a great way to acknowledge and become acquainted with one another. 

 

To be profiled please contact membership chair Marlene Dotterer at m.dotterer@comcast.net 
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UPCOMING  PROGRAMS 
 
 

Date Speaker Background / Topic 

 
Feb 14 

 

Susan Shea 

 
"Writing What We Know - What Does That Mean?" 

 
Mar 14 

 

Jordan Rosenfeld 

 

Workshop. Writing a Page Turner:  Keep Your Readers 
Up Past Their Bedtimes 
 
 
 
 

 
April 11 

 

Eric Elfin 

 

How to Hook Them From The First Page 

 

 

 
May 9 

 

Marissa Moss 
 

YWC Banquet. Publisher of Creston Books.  

Editing/Revision 

 
June 13 

 

Joshua Mohr 

 

“Plaracterization”:  Merging Plot and Character 

 

Summer break July and August 
 

Date Speaker Background / Topic 

 

Sept 12 

 

Grant Faulkner 
 

The Power of Writing with Abandon 

 

Oct 10 

 

Amanda McTigue 

 

Craft 
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Check out our Mt. Diablo sites maintained by Aline 

Soules: 
Internet:  http://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com 

Twitter:  @cwcmtd 

Facebook:  CWC Mt. Diablo Branch 

Cheers for Aline and all the work she does. 

http://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/cwcmtd


 

 
 

Member Events, News and Salutes  

 

 
 

 

 
Cathy Turney 
Have you or someone you love ever considered becoming a real 
estate agent? Laugh Your Way to Real Estate Sales Success will 
convince them, one way or another! In her humorous but positive 
exposé on the real estate sales profession, Cathy Turney, a 25-
year-veteran of the business, channels Dave Barry channeling 
Erma Bombeck with instructive true-life stories that teach and 
entertain. 

  
It released on Amazon January 15 with eight 5-star reviews. 
Available on Amazon and at Barnes and Noble. 
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Biographies of current board members 
 

FEATURED BIOGRAPHIES THIS MONTH 

 
 

The best thing to know about Marlene Dotterer is that if you blink, you might miss something. 
This isn’t because she moves fast, although she does tend to do that. No, it’s because Marlene 
grabs onto something with intense curiosity and passion, but once she conquers it (or fails at it), 
she moves on to something else. The jury is still undecided on whether or not this is a flaw. 
However, she is consistent about some things. 
 
The love of reading is one. Science fiction, in particular, has been a lifelong passion. She picked 
up her first science fiction book at the age of eight and never looked back. With such early 
influence from Isaac Asimov, Madeleine L’Engle, and Robert Heinlein, her chances of being a 
“normal” woman (in the early ‘60s definition of normal) were pretty slim. Her frustrated parents 
could not understand why she wasn’t content to become a secretary and settle down 

somewhere.  
 
Life took an awkward turn at the end of high school, blocking Marlene’s plans for college and a science degree. Twelve 
years later, divorced and with five children to support, she grabbed life by the ears and shook it until something fell out. 
Entry level jobs did not pay enough to support a family of six, and anyway, she was the world’s worst receptionist. But 
she found she had an affinity for bookkeeping and corralled that into a series of gradually better-paying jobs. 
 
At the age of 33, Marlene started college, joining her children at the kitchen table for homework after dinner. She kept 
this up for nine years, earning that long-delayed science degree (in geology) in 1997. She worked on the Yucca Mountain 
Project for Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory until Congress tightened the purse strings too much, leading to a 
layoff in 2004. Finding she no longer had the patience to “pound the pavement,” Marlene started her own business as a 
personal chef.  While creating a website for this, she discovered the joys of blogging, and of having an audience for her 
ramblings about food, families, and science.  
 
In 2007, Marlene found another passion when she watched the movie Titanic on her VCR as she walked on the treadmill. 
Although she’d seen the movie before, this time she was drawn to the character of Thomas Andrews. Wondering who he 
was and why he built Titanic, she began to research him. This led to her first novel, The Time Travel Journals: Shipbuilder. 
Published two years before the hundredth anniversary of Titanic’s sinking, the novel was a hit with people interested in 
the ship. In 2012, Marlene and her husband participated in a commemorative cruise that followed Titanic’s route on her 
fateful voyage. However, they made it to New York! The cruise resulted in many long-lasting friendships with Titanic 
descendants and researchers. So many friendships were made that they had a reunion this year in Belfast, Northern 
Ireland, where Thomas Andrews lived, and the Titanic was built. 
 
Marlene has published three more novels: The Time Travel Journals: Bridgebuilders (a sequel to Shipbuilders), Moon Over 
Donamorgh (historical fantasy), and Worlds Apart, a paranormal romance. She has been a member of CWC since 2009 
and is serving this year as Membership Chair. She blogs at www.marlenedotterer.wordpress.com.  
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Biographies of current board 

members (cont’d) 
 

RRoobbiinn  GGiiggoouuxx  
 
Receiving an award from the Sacramento Branch of the 
California Writers Club for her short story, “The Ghost of 
Joseph Mancini,” has motivated Robin to continue writing 
short and not-so-short stories. Meanwhile, she is working 
with California Lawyers for the Arts for a green light to 
publish her novel.  Based on real experiences, The 
Occupational Prostitute is a character-rich and enlightening 
narrative intended to support and empower employees of 
small businesses who are or have been exposed to bullying 
and other occupational abuses, not limited to sexual 
harassment.  
 
A first generation Italian, Robin was born and raised in 
Yonkers, New York, the middle of two siblings.  As her photo 

hints, she likes to cook and improvise in the kitchen.  Growing up, always bursting with something to say, her 
mother claimed she talked too much, leading to Robin’s love affair with words and passion for writing that 
began in childhood.  
 

As executive secretary for a Fortune 500 company in Manhattan for seven years, Robin was sought after 
by co-workers and supervisors for insight and assistance with corporate communications, up to and 
including annual reports. Volunteer associates sought her help with project reports. Her editorials have 
been published in newspapers on both coasts.  
 
Robin left corporate life in New York to become a member of then-Mayor John Lindsay’s inner circle, as 
research assistant to his chief speechwriter and assistant to his press secretary where, among other 
duties, she wrote and submitted press releases to various media.   
 
Akin to Tales of the City, Robin relocated to California at the end of Lindsay’s first administration to pursue 
a doomed love, leaving her with stories yet untold. Since then, she has spent years working with 
engineers, twelve of those years managing information and writing competitive proposals, feeding her 
lust, she says, to earn her living as a writer. 
 
Convinced she knew how to write, Robin joined the California Writers Club to be humbled (her word) by 
the difference between corporate communication and creative writing. She has been filling the gap 
learning from speakers, classes, and stimulating conversation with other members. 
 
In addition to seeking publication of The Occupational Prostitute and writing short and not-so-short 
stories, Robin is devoted to her two grown sons and, as she tells us, the two most adorable grandchildren 
ever!  
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Biographies of current board members (cont’d) 
 
 

Jill Hedgecock has served as a judge for the Mt. Diablo 
Young Writers Contest since 2008 and as co-chair for the 
Young Writers Contest for the last two years.  She also 
serves as the contact person for speakers for the program 
committee.  
 
Jill began freelance writing in the late 1980s. She is an 
avid dog lover so her award-winning essays and 
publications often include characters of the canine 
persuasion.  
 

Her short story, “Broken” appeared in the anthology, West Winds Centennial, in 
November 2010 and an essay, “May Good Fortune Shine on You” was published in the 
Carry the Light anthology in 2012.  When she isn’t writing fiction or volunteering, Jill 
works as an environmental risk assessor for a private consulting firm.  In her spare 
time, she trains and shows her dog Bailey in agility trials, serves as the coordinator for 
her book club and is an area leader for the Mt. Diablo Audubon’s Christmas Bird Count.   
 
(Editor’s note: Jill’s too modest.  She’s won many more contests than listed here and 
she’s written at least 1 adult historical fiction, 2 YA novels and is close to finished with 
her third.  Traditional publishing has been elusive but her critique group hopes she 
hangs in there a while longer.) 
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Annual Young Writers Contest 
Sponsored by 
The California Writers Club, Mount Diablo Branch 
 

Please consider joining one of the following donor clubs to benefit our programs in 
support of young writers.  Your tax-deductible gift will appear  in the contest program in 
May, and in the Mount Diablo CWC newsletter every month in the year you donate. 
 
The Jack London Founder’s Circle The John Steinbeck Society 

Jan and Lee Paulson 
 
The John Muir Member Club The Ina Coolbrith Laureate Club 

      Elizabeth Koehler-Pentacoff 
 
The Mary Austin Writers Club The Helen Hunt Jackson Group  
 
The Gertrude Atherton Guild 

Contra Costa County middle school students who enter the Young Writers Contest are eligible for cash prizes in 
short story, poetry, essay/personal narrative, and humor.  Contest submissions are free.  Check our branch 
website for details: cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/young-writers-contest/ 

 
The Mt. Diablo Branch hosts an awards luncheon in May of each year. 
All program expenses are supported by individual donations and grants. Thank you for considering membership 
in one of the following donor clubs: 

 

~ The Jack London Founder’s Circle $500 

~ The John Steinbeck Society $250 - $499 

~ The John Muir Member Club $150 - $249 

~ The Ina Coolbrith Laureate Club $100 - $149 

~ The Mary Austin Writers Club $50 - $99 

~ The Helen Hunt Jackson Group $25 - $49 

~ The Gertrude Atherton Guild $10 - $24 

********************************************************************************** 
Please list my membership in the following donor club:    
Name  Address   
City/State/Zip        
Phone  E-mail  
Amount enclosed: $  _Acknowledge my gift in honor/memory 
of:        
 

Or via PayPal click “buy now” on the Mt. Diablo website 

http://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/next-program/. Add $2 transaction fee 

 

Make a check payable to: CWC Mt. Diablo Branch. And mail to: 

CWC Mt. Diablo Branch, 
P.O. Box 606, Alamo, CA 94507 

Attention: Young Writers Contest 
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Have you ever wanted to attend the San Francisco Writers Conference, but couldn’t spare the 4-5 days?  

Or the expense?  Here’s your chance to meet and learn from some of the perennial all-stars from the San 

Francisco conference.  Tri-Valley Writers 2015 Writers Conference features the best of the Bay Area’s 

writing professionals. Come see what you’ve been missing.  Network with other writers like yourselves, 

and get yourself on the road to finishing/publishing your next book. 

  

We want you to succeed! We want YOU! 

  

Featuring three tracks:  Craft, Marketing, & Self-Publishing 

  

Date & Time 

▪    Date:  Saturday, April 18, 2015 

▪    Time:  7:30am to 6:00pm. 

▪    See the detailed conference schedule:   

http://www.trivalleywriters.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Conference-Schedule.pdf 

 

Presenters 

▪    Lineup includes: authors, editors, marketing experts, and innovators in e-publishing. See the 

complete list of conference presenters: 
http://www.trivalleywriters.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Conference-
Presenters.pdf. 

 

Registration 

▪    Early Bird Registration:  CLOSED 

▪     Price:  $165 for CWC members, $190 for non-members 

▪    Fees can be paid online or by mailing a check. Registration tracking number required for mailed 

payments.  

 

Register Here:  http://www.trivalleywriters.org/conferences/2015-

conference/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have ideas for newsletter content, please let  

Elisabeth Tuck (Elisabethtuck@gmail.com )know what you’d like to see on these pages.   

I haven’t heard from anyone.  Apparently you don’t want much on these pages! 
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THE BERKELEY BRANCH of 

the CALIFORNIA WRITERS 

CLUB is proud to sponsor the 
 

29th  ANNUAL FIFTH GRADE STORY CONTEST 
a  contest  for  fifth  grade students  in Alameda and Contra Costa   Counties 

Teachers in Contra Costa and Alameda Counties may submit one story per 

student by any number of students. 
 

ENTRY FEE IS $1.00 PER SUBMISSION. 
 

1st Place will receive $100 2nd Place will 
receive $75 3rd Place will receive $50 

and up to nine 4th-Place winners will receive $20. 
 

All winners will be awarded certificates at a special ceremony, May or 
June date TBA. We will also present the teacher of the 1st-‐place winner 

with a cash award of $50. 
 

Deadline: March 30, 2015 
Winners will be announced May 15 on the Berkeley CWC website www.cwc-‐berkeley.org. 

 

CONTEST RULES: 
1. Only teachers may submit entries. Entries from students or parents are not accepted. 

2. Stories must be original and the student’s own work. 

3. Only one entry per student may be submitted. Teachers may submit any number of entries. 

4. Entries must be typed, 12 point font, double-‐spaced, and may not exceed 1,000 words in length. 

5. Postmark cannot be later than March 30, 2015. 

6. Send to Story Contest 2320 Webster St. Berkeley CA 94705 

7. Entries cannot be returned. 

8. Please don’t send covers or artwork. 

9. First page must include title of the story and the word count. 

10.  Do not write author’s name anywhere on the story. 

11. On a separate sheet write the story’s title, student’s name, teacher’s name and email, and school’s name and address. 

(This sheet will be removed during judging.) 

 
To help students produce their best work, we suggest that teachers encourage their students to consult 

guides on elements of the short story, such as http://www.coreygreen.com/storytips.html. 

 

QUESTIONS? EMAIL 5th.CWC.BERKELEY@GMAIL.COM 

The CALIFORNIA WRITERS CLUB is a 501(c) (3) educational nonprofit dedicated to educating members and the public-‐at-

‐large in the craft of writing and in the marketing of their work. 
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 Authors & Screenwriters 
March 21 - 22, 2015 

 

 
Greetings Fellow Writers! 

An extraordinary San Francisco Bay Area event created for authors and 

screenwriters, the StoryTeller’s Expo, is happening March 21-22, 2015 at the 

Hyatt Regency SFO. With presentations and classes taught by successful 

writers, and a pitch fest where you can pitch your projects to New York 

publishers, agents, Hollywood studios, and producers, this is a once-in-a- lifetime 

opportunity to meet directly with the people who are in a position to launch your 

career! 

It’s only a little more than 2 months until the StoryTeller’s Expo takes place at the 

Hyatt Regency SFO, so be sure to get your tickets now. 

 
www.StoryTellersExpo.com 

 
 
 
 

Just a few of our exciting Presenters! 
 
 

Screenwriters:  Ellen Sandler, Dave Trottier, Chris Soth 

Agents:  Jamie Brickhouse, Andy Ross, Ted Weinstein 

Publishers:  10 Speed Press, St. Martin’s Press, Cleis 

Studios:  Ghostbot, Insurge (Paramount), Archstone Pictures 

Producers:  Victoria Wisdom, Michael Slifkin, Michael D. Jones 

Authors:  Michael Connolly, Scott Phillips, Ellen Sandler, Dave Trottier 
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