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California Writers Club ~ Mount Diablo Branch
Saturday, April 11, 2009
welcomes
Priscilla Royal
“Researching and Writing the Historical Novel"
Priscilla Royal began writing and illustrating ghost stories in the third
grade. Today her growing series of novels are considered some of the best
medieval mysteries on the market. In a starred review, Publishers Weekly
says of Forgotten Soul (2008), “Against an authentic backdrop of medieval
life and lore, Royal once again brings alive characters who are true to their
period, yet exhibit emotions and feelings that 21st century readers will
recognize as their own.” Priscilla will share tips for researching our own
fiction and nonfiction projects. She will also relate the challenges and
rewards of writing historical fiction. Those who work in other genres will
identify with the common denominator of excellent writing and the travails
of publishing and marketing our work. Don’t miss our April meeting!
Please join us for this informative session to be held at Zio Fraedo's Restaurant on April 11.
You will find meeting details below. All are welcome to come, learn, and network with local
writers. The California Writers Club, Mount Diablo Branch web address is:
http://www.mtdiablowriters.org.

April Meeting Details
Date & Time: Saturday, April 11, 2009, from 12:00 to 2:30 p.m. Sign-in begins at 11:30 a.m.
Location: Zio Fraedo's Restaurant at 611 Gregory Lane (near the corner of Pleasant Hill Road
and Gregory Lane). Parking is available both in front and behind the restaurant. The restaurant's
phone number is (925) 933-9091.
Cost: $20 for members, $25 for non-members
Menu: A sumptuous luncheon buffet.
Reservations: Reservations are required, and must be received no later than noon on
Wednesday, April 8. To make reservations, contact Betty Iverson, via e-mail at
bjiverson@comcast.net, or by phone at (925) 376-3631. Expect confirmation only if you e-mail
your reservation.
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May 9: Young Writers Banquet with mystery author
Camille Minichino and poet/publisher David Alpaugh
June 13: Verna Driesbach of Driesbach Literary Management

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
California Lawyers for the Arts
Our February speaker, attorney Robert G. Pimm, mentioned the Legal Referral Service of California
Lawyers for the Arts (C.L.A.), in his presentation. The C.L.A. operates as a lawyer referral service
under the authority of the State Bar of California.
On the C.L.A. website at www.calawyersforthearts.org, their service is discribed as using "informational
resources to match arts, arts organizations and others in the California arts community with lawyers who
have a special interest and the necessary expertise to work with those clients". For a fee of $35 ($20 for
C.L.A. members) the Legal Referral Service provides the client with a 30 minute consultation with an
attorney familiar with the specific legal issues of the client. California Lawyers for the Arts handles all
arts related issues, including copyright, contract drafting, mediation and arbitration. For more information
go to their website address indicated above.

President’s Message
By David George
So far, three Mount Diablo Branch members have signed up for a Life
Membership in the California Writers Club. Hooray! We’ll have a special
ceremony during our April monthly meeting to honor those members. If you
would like to be included in the ceremony, please contact either myself or our
membership chair, Jody Denison (denisonjd@sbcglobal.net). Instead of paying
$45 per year forever, you pay $599 once then pay no dues for the rest of your life.
This price is a special Centennial year offer and expires at the end of this year.
I was in my small orchard on a beautiful spring day two weeks ago hand watering my fruit trees
(East Bay M.U.D. forbids me from using my irrigation system). The small white and pink buds had begun
to open, filling the air with a sweet fragrance. Honey, bumble, and native bees flew from flower to flower,
helping themselves to nectar and furnishing plenty of pollen to prime my summer fruit harvest. You could
say I was in pastoral bliss.
But, strange as it seems, I thought of our monthly meetings and the excellent speakers who prime
our writing with helpful hints, encouragement, and advice. We also pollinate each other’s writing when
we network over lunch with our tablemates and old writing friends. Oftentimes we find ourselves locked
into our special rooms, hunched over a keyboard, pouring the last bits of energy and wisdom into our
prose. But it’s good to get outside on such lovely spring days to recharge our batteries and our souls.
Take a few moments the next warm spring day to walk in your garden and imagine Thoreau or
Hemmingway at your side. Stroll through your neighborhood with your husky or malamute, and feel
like Jack London after a long, harsh winter. Smell the fresh fragrances in the air. Or, just get in touch
with your own feelings of bliss. Then hurry back to your special place to write down your new thoughts.
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Thank You California Young Writers Contest Donors for 2009!
Jack London Founder’s Circle
John Muir Member Club
John Muir Member Club
Ina Coolbrith Laureate Club
Ina Coolbrith Laureate Club
Ina Coolbrith Laureate Club
Mary Austin Writers Club
Mary Austin Writers Club
Mary Austin Writers Club
Mary Austin Writers Club
Mary Austin Writers Club
Helen Hunt Jackson Group

Paula Siegel
Christine Sunderland
Richard E. Tenney
Beverly Lauderdale
Barbara Bentley
Liz Pentacoff
Julie Dowling
Karen Tenney
Camille Minichino
Aline Soules
Liz Pentacoff
Phyllis Nagle

For Liz Pentacoff
In Memory of Betty Tenney
In Memory of Betty Tenney
In Memory of Sue Tasker
In Memory of Betty Tenney
In Memory of George Smith
In Memory of Betty Bunts
For Joan Brennan

Annual Young Writers Contest
Sponsored by The California Writers Club ~ Mount Diablo Branch
The Mount Diablo Branch of the California Writers Club invites you to support the young writers
of today by honoring the great California writers of the past. Please consider joining one of the following
donor clubs. Your gift will be acknowledged in the Young Writers Contest program and in the Mount
Diablo CWC newsletter, The Write News. In addition, all donations are tax-deductible.
This annual Young Writers Contest for middle school students of Contra Costa County awards
cash prizes for excellence in short story, poetry and essay/personal narrative categories. Winners are
notified in May and presented with their awards at an awards luncheon on Saturday, May 14, at a local
restaurant. All expenses of the program are supported by individual donations and grants. Please join us
in this unique program for encouraging our youth toward creative writing.
The Jack London Founder’s Circle ~ $500
The John Steinbeck Society ~ $250 - $499
The John Muir Member Club ~ $150 - $249
The Ina Coolbrith Laureate Club ~ $100 - $149
The Mary Austin Writers Club ~ $50 - $99
The Helen Hunt Jackson Group ~ $25 - $49
The Gertrude Atherton Guild ~ $10 - $24
***********************************************************************************
Please list my membership in the following donor club: _____________________________________
Name___________________________Address___________________________________________
City/State/Zip______________________________________________________________________
Phone___________________________________E-mail____________________________________
Amount enclosed: $_____________________(checks or cash only, please)
Acknowledge my gift in honor of/in memory of __________________________________________
Make your check payable to: CWC-Mt. Diablo Branch
Mail to: CWC Mt. Diablo Branch, Attention: Young Writers Contest, P.O. Box 606, Alamo, CA 94507.
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CWC Member's Author Events
Author events with Nina Egert CWC member, Nina Egert, will be talking about
her recently published book, Tracing Anza's Trail:
A Photographer's Journey, at the locations below.
Come join her and learn about a rarely discussed
chapter of Contra Costa County's early history.
- Black Oak Books (Berkeley) on April 2 at 7:00 p.m.
- Dublin Library on April 4 at 1:00 p.m.
Author events with Lynn Goodwin CWC member, Lynn Goodwin, of Writer Advice,
www.writeradvice.com, presents You Want Me to Do What-Journaling for Caregivers, at the locations below.
For additional information contact Lynn at (925) 324-0143,
or via email at Lgood67334@comcast.net.
Book Signings:
- Eighth Annual Pleasanton Poetry and Prose Festival on April 4
- Black Oak Books (Berkeley) on April 16 at 7:00 p.m.
- Borders (Pleasant Hill) on April 19 at 3:00 p.m.
- Clayton Books (Clayton), Spring 2009
Other Events:
- April 8 ~ Workshop at Sutter VNA & Hospice, Emeryville
- April 16 ~ Town of Danville Workshop from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. in the Town Meeting Hall
- April 24, 25, & 26 ~ L.A. Times Festival of Books
- May 4 ~ Town of Danville Workshop from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the Mt. Diablo Room at the library
- June 2 ~ Town of Danville Workshop from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the Mt. Diablo Room at the library
Author event with Karen Terhune CWC member, Karen Terhune, and her co-author, Traci Parent, will
be speaking and signing books at the Walnut Creek Rotary Club on
April 14, from 12:15 to 1:30, at the Gardens at Heather Farm. Their
book Images of America-Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve
was released on March 2, 2009. Through rare photographs and information, this
book offers readers a chance to experience the daily challenges of life in the coal
field throughout its dramatic history, culminating with its development into an
East Bay Regional Park.

Author event with Catherine Accardi CWC member and newsletter editor, Catherine Accardi, will be
speaking and signing books at Clayton Books, in Clayton, on Sunday,
May 3 at 3:00 p.m. Catherine has been asked to create a PowerPoint
presentation for her new book, Images of America-Walnut Walnut Creek. Walnut
Creek is now home to thriving businesses, spectacular natural settings, and family
values. A transformation, over a period of 200 years, is depicted with over 180
vintage photographs, and tells the remarkable story of a classic American city.
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Celebrate Our 100th Anniversary
You can celebrate the California Writers Club 100th anniversary by purchasing a CWC pin and/or tote
bag. Both anniversary items are a bargain at $5.00 each. You may purchase them at our monthly CWC
meetings.

Sales and Salutes
Jerry Blair's one act play, Vincent, has been selected by the Ross Valley Players in Marin County
for two staged reading performances at the Barn Theater. The dates are May 23 and 24. Also,
Jerry's poem, Uncle, appears in the March/April issue the Writers' Journal magazine having garnered
second place in their poetry competition.
Marlene Dotterer's novel, The Time Travel Journals: Shipbuilder, is a quarterfinalist in the Amazon
Breakthrough Novel Award Contest. This stage of the contest is for anyone and everyone to read the
excerpts of their choice and leave a review on Amazon. The reviews are important - they are part of the
judging criteria. The winner gets a publishing contract!
Elizabeth Koehler-Pentacoff's book, Jackson and Bud's Bumpy Ride, has a
spring release from Millbrook/Lerner but it has been available from Amazon
for awhile. Liz also sold articles on humor and historical fiction to Children's
Book Insider.

Members – Would You Like To Be Saluted? Do You Have an Author Event?
We would like to salute you in The Write News. We would also like to share any author events/book
signings you have coming up in the next few months. Please let newsletter Editor Catherine Accardi
know if you have been published recently, or if we can join you at one of your events. Your name and
writing achievement, event date, and location, will be highlighted in “Sales and Salutes” or in the new
"Member's Author Events" section of upcoming editions of our newsletter. Send along a photograph
of yourself, or of your book cover, if you wish, and we shall include them as well. You may contact
Catherine at caacat@comcast.net.

Meet Our Member
By Jody Denison
Profile: Diana St. James
Diana St. James retired last April and began to write about something dear
to her, heart-animal communication. Her mission is to show that animals are
fully sentient.
She is a native of the Bay Area. After graduating from high school, she
began her higher education at U.C. Davis. Her major was in Mathematics.
Diana's M.B.A. was from St. Mary’s College, and she also did graduate work
at M.I.T. in psycholinguistics. It was this latter subject that led to her mission.
The heroine of her story is a horse named Emma who opened Diana’s eyes to real communication.
Diana feels that for too long we have underestimated our four legged friend's ability to understand and
have not “listened” to what they have to say.
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The Tip Bucket
As reported in the December 2008 edition of The Write News, the Back Fence has a new
feature called the Tip Bucket. Below is an excerpt. Tips to create a manuscript include
the following advice: Some authors write to fulfill a passion but never plan to publish.
However, if you are an author who wants to sell your manuscript, short story, poem,
magazine article or other written work, you need to do some homework.
•
•
•
•
•

Research if your topic fits the current market. Publishing is a flexible business and many times there
are identifiable trends that may save you time and energy if you pay attention to them.
Observe the media you want to enter.
Determine if there is a market for your idea or a special niche in the market.
Join the Mt. Diablo Clubs “Back Fence” to interface with other members when you have a question.
Recommended resource is Nonfiction Book Proposals Anybody Can Write, by Elizabeth Lyon.

For the complete text of this, and other helpful tips, check out the Tip Bucket at the Back Fence.
Members of The Back Fence can visit the website at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/CWCBackFence/.
Click on "Files" at the left of your screen. Topics of interest to writers are arranged in order as you work
your way through the publishing process. Do you have any tips to share under the main topics? Do you
have another topic you feel needs to be addressed? Members who want to add their tips can open a folder
and easily add a file. If you haven't yet joined the Back Fence go to the link above and follow the simple
sign-up process.

Website Review
By B. Lynn Goodwin

Red Room – Where the Writers Are
Founded in June 2002 by Ivory Madison, the Red Room Writers Society began providing its
innovative Writers Studios to procrastinating professional and aspiring writers in the San Francisco Bay
Area. In 2008 the Society expanded to the Internet, which is “the perfect vehicle to connect writers, rich
or poor, published or unpublished, to the support and resources they need to make their dreams come
true.” Find them at http://www.redroom.com/.
Starts abound, and Red Room chooses a Rising Star each week to “recognize authors who have
published just one or two books, or who have taken their careers to a new level in some other significant
way.” Find Dr. Maya Angelou, Amy Tan, Salman Rushdie, and Khaled Hosseini on Red Room.
Interact with authors as soon as you sign up. The camaraderie is great on this site and membership
is free. Share, review, blog, and interact. Published writers can become Red Room authors after answering
a few questions.
Wondering what’s next in your career? Read about Marketing and Promotion, The Literary
Industry, Education and MFA Programs, The Literary Community, and The Life of a Writer. Click on
“Advice for Writers,” under “About Us.” Wherever you are in your career, Red Room is an excellent
place to expand your horizons. Check it out at http://www.redroom.com/.

Writer Advice's Fourth Annual Flash Prose Contest seeks flash fiction, memoir, and
creative non-fiction in 750 words or less. The deadline for submissions is April 15, 2009. Entry fee
is $10 per submission. For detailed information go to www.writeradvice.com.
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From the Editor's Desk
By Catherine Accardi

April is National Poetry Month
National Poetry Month is a month-long national celebration of poetry established by the Academy of
American Poets. The Academy hopes to increase the visibility and availability of poetry in popular
culture. This initiative began in 1996 and is now celebrated every year in April. For more information
on National Poetry Month, and many other poetry related topics, visit www.poets.org. Our own California
Writers Club motto "Sail On!" is from the poem, Columbus, by Joaquin Miller, published in its entirety
in the February edition of our The Write News. Explore our talented California poets and their work.
Listings of poets are available at several websites including www.californiapoetsfestival.org, and
www.californiaauthors.com.

Poetry, Prose & Arts Festival
The 8th annual Poetry, Prose and Arts Festival will take place this year on April 4 and 5. The City of
Pleasanton and the Pleasanton Cultural Arts Council are presenting this event at 5353 Sunol Boulevard
in Pleasanton. For more information visit www.pleasantonarts.org, or contact Michelle Russo at (925)
931-5350, or via email at mrusso@ci.pleasnaton.ca.us.

CWC Membership Renewal Time
By Jody Denison
REMINDER: For all members, your membership expires on June 30, 2009. Dues for the upcoming
2009/2010 year are $45.00. Mail your check and membership renewal form below to: Membership,
CWC Mt. Diablo Branch, P.O. Box 606, Alamo CA, 94507. And don’t forget – one of the members
who have renewed prior to May 31 will be selected in a drawing for a free lunch at our June meeting.
*********************************************************************************
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