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BRANCH MEETING AND LUNCHEON
Saturday January 14, 2017 - 11:15 am to 2:00 pm

Finding the True Wizard: Social Media Strategies for Authors
with Catharine Bramkamp
 How to create a 30-second book
promotion/description
 How to think differently about social media and your
book
 What you can use as your platform and what you
cannot use.
It’s like traveling to Oz. Pitching and promoting your book seems as easy as following the yellow brick road,
but quickly devolves into a fight to the death against flying monkeys. With each swooping monkey a new
social media channel is introduced as the absolute must-do for authors who want to sell their books. You must
use this new, new thing or you will be doomed.
Catharine Bramkamp will speak about how to take your book from the agent pitch to effective social media
strategies.
Catharine is a long-time member of Redwood Writers. She has published 12 novels (including the Future
Girls series), 3 books on writing, many poems and a poetry chapbook. She served as the editor for Redwood
Writers’ first poetry anthology, And the Beats Go On. This is her second year as editor and judge for
Redwood Writers annual anthology. As a writing coach, she works with authors to achieve their dreams of
finishing and publishing their works as well as promoting those works through social media. She is currently
employed as the chief storytelling officer for a wine company because social media can be a lot like poetry.
Sign-in starts at 11:15am. Luncheon 12 - 12:45 pm. Speaker 1- 2 pm at Zio Fraedo’s Restaurant: 611 Gregory Lane, Pleasant Hill $25
members, $30 guests. Reservation deadline: noon, Wednesday, Jan. 11, 2017. To reserve, contact Robin at
cwcrobin.gigoux@yahoo.com, leave a message at 925-933-9670, or sign up via PayPal: click “buy now” on the Mt. Diablo
website, http://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/next-program/. Add $2 transaction fee.
CWC is an IRS 501-c3 non-profit charitable organization (ID 94-6082827). Donations are fully deductible to the extent of the law.

RESERVATION DISCLOSURE:
In accordance with our contractual agreement with Zio Fraedo's Restaurant, the club is charged for every reservation confirmed on the
day before the meeting. If you are not able to attend this meeting and do not cancel your reservation prior to noon on Friday before the
meeting, you will be asked to remit the $25 member fee or $30 guest fee no-show payment for a regular meeting and the $40 member
fee or $50 guest fee no-show payment for a workshop.

January 2017

The Write News

Page Two

President Marlene Dotterer
“…keep showing up. Fight for love and freedom. Bring
bread.”
-Laura Paull, Notes to My Daughter
You are probably reading this just after New Year’s Day, and
I should have an appropriately upbeat message about new beginnings and resolutions, or
something. But I am writing this a few days before Solstice, and I always feel philosophical
as we enter the season of winter. I think a solstice message works pretty well for New Year
thoughts anyway.
I’m one of those strange people who loves winter, especially as we experience it here. I’ve
never been in truly cold weather, except for a few days in a Kansas January when we went to visit a newborn grandchild.
It was under 10 degrees and snowing, but we stayed inside most of the time. With the baby, you know.
So true cold is beyond my experience, but I love gray skies with rain or fog, storms that knock leaves from the trees, and
plants that bloom with life in our mild, wet weather. I can’t wait to put on leggings and boots, scarves, hats, and gloves.
Walking in the winter is a treat for my soul like very few other things can be.
And I get philosophical as all this happens. As the solstice approaches, I watch the daylight come later and leave earlier.
With my many sleep issues, I often end up watching the long, long time of dark as well, shivering through the hours in my
hoodie and blanket as I wait for the earth to turn enough for the clocks to register 7:00 a.m., when the heater kicks on.
It’s this turning that I am most aware of. The planet turns from day to night to day, and it tilts in its orbit around the sun,
bringing our part of it into darkness and cold. And even though after the solstice the days begin to grow longer, we are
just beginning the coldest, darkest part of the season. Even in the Bay Area’s weak excuse for winter, this is the deepest
sleep for our land. It’s a time of contemplation. I can never resist it.
I try to pay attention to my place on the Earth. For a few moments, I consider the rotations of the planet as I move with
it: on its own axis, around the sun, and through the galaxy with the rest of the solar system. Then I turn my mind to the
more immediate: the feel of the ground beneath my feet, the silence or sounds around me, the plants and animals
moving through their own lives, the smell, taste, and feel of the air.
I think of the people around me, neighbors, and the larger, surrounding community, and I examine my place among
them. We are all in this together. I owe them kindness and responsible behavior, my commitment to walk lightly on the
Earth, to clean up after myself, and to allow them their own places on the planet.
And if I can help by bringing bread… well, that’s what I do.
Stay warm, folks. And keep writing!
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Member Events, News and Salutes

Dennis Koller
Dennis won the BAIPA (Bay Area Independent Publishers Association)
2016 Book Award for Fiction for his novel The Oath, published May 2016,
available in paperback from CreateSpace or from Amazon Kindle (you don’t
have to own a Kindle to read this novel. Download a free Kindle reader then read it
on your computer or any of these devices: Android smart phone or tablet, iPad,
iPhone, Mac, Windows PC or tablet, BlackBerry, or Windows phone. )
Read about The Oath: www.denniskoller.com/buy-dennis-first-novel-the-oath-on-amazon

Joanna Kraus
Award-winning playwright of 18 produced and published plays, Joanna’s new picture
book, Blue Toboggan, was just published. This is a children’s free-verse book
inspired by a true story. Friends, Will and Danny, were always together, but when
Danny loses his best friend, Will, nothing matters anymore. Ice cream doesn’t taste
the same. School isn’t fun. The blue toboggan that they’d saved their money for is
long forgotten. But when a sympathetic teacher and the third grade class plant a tree
in Will’s memory, Danny discovers that love and friendship don’t have to die . . . as
long as he remembers.
Available now from Mascot Books and in February from Amazon, Barnes & Noble,
Books-A-Million and bookstores
Her latest play, Me2 will tour several Utah schools in spring, 2017. When 8th graders Madison and Emily accidentally
meet, they discover that they’re identical twins separated at birth. But there’s one major difference. Emily is an honors
math student. Madison is barely passing and she pressures Emily to take an important test in her place.

Noele Martin
Online journal, Yellow Chair Review, published three of Noele’s poems in Issue 8.
Read them here: http://www.yellowchairreview.com/single-post/2016/09/26/ThreePoems-by-Noele-M-Brownlee
Another of Noele’s poems has also been published in Straylight Literary Magazine, the
biannual literary magazine of the University of Wisconsin-Parkside, available in print or
online.
http://straylightmag.com/about
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Member Events, News and Salutes (cont’d)
Steven L. Hunter
Steven published his first book at the end of November. The book, Look for Beauty Find Happiness, is available from Amazon in paperback or Kindle. The book outlines
a mental technique that can be used every day to help one live a happier life. Steve
uses the principle mental technique many times a day and is happier, and has less
stress in his life.
He has also published Whiteboard Quotes: Over 2,000 Positive and Thought Inspiring
Short Quotes, also on Amazon, to help people have a positive thought each day.

Have You Been Profiled?
This newsletter publishes member profiles. They are brief (usually around
400 words) biographies of members, which might include one’s education,
writing goals and experiences, and a picture of you/your book. It is a great
way to acknowledge and become acquainted with one another.
To be profiled, please either contact membership chair, David George at
davegeorge7@comcast.net or contact this editor, Elisabeth Tuck at
elisabethtuck@yahoo.com

YOUR PHOTO HERE
Following are some questions to get you started writing a bio you might like to see in the next
newsletter. Obviously not all can be answered in around 400 words!
Where are you from?
When did you begin writing?
What books/authors have influenced your life?
What are your current projects?
What inspired you to write your first book?
Would you change anything in your latest book?
Is there anything you find challenging about writing?
Do you travel for book research?
Do you have any advice for aspiring writers?
What is the wisest thing anyone has said to you about writing?
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Our Upcoming Programs

2017

Jan 14

Catharine
Bramkamp
“Pitching, Social
Media, and Book
Promotion”

Feb 11

Meghan Ward
“Writer
Consortiums/
Co-ops”

March
11
WORK
SHOP

Stuart Horowitz
“Finish Your Book
in Three Drafts”

April 8

Helen Sedwick
“How to Protect
Your Writing Rights
and Your Wallet”

May 13

TBA

Young Writers Contest Banquet

June 10

Molly Williams
Big Hat Press

Interior Book Design

Catharine has published 12 novels, 3 books on writing, many poems and a poetry
chapbook. She served as the editor for Redwood Writers’ first poetry anthology. As a
writing coach she works with authors to achieve their dreams of finishing and
publishing their works as well as promoting those works through social media.
An award-winning writer and book editor. She writes book reviews for the San
Francisco Chronicle and has been published in 7×7 Magazine, San Francisco
Magazine, the San Francisco Examiner, the Oakland Tribune, and It’s So You: 35
Women Write about Personal Expression Through Fashion and Style. In 2007, she
won a first prize for travel writing for Field Report.com.
Stuart trademarked The Book Architecture Method. He’s an expert on book structure
and revision, answering questions such as: When do I need a book editor? How is that
different from a book doctor? Should I pursue self-publishing? How do I know when
my book is finished? Stuart is flying out from Rhode Island to lead a workshop.
This may be your only chance to learn from him. This will be a workshop well worth
attending.
Helen is a business lawyer with 30 years of experience. She graduated from the
University of Chicago Law School in 1984 and practiced her entire career in the San
Francisco Bay Area. She is the author of Self-Publisher’s Legal Handbook to help
both traditionally and self-published writers safely navigate the legal minefield.

If you’ve heard a good speaker on writing or publishing, contact Jill Hedgecock: hedgewriter@sbcglobal.net

Attend a Board Meeting
This is YOUR branch. Extra minds and hands are always welcome.
There’s always room at the board meetings for observers, the maybe-I’d-like-to-get-involved-ers, advisors, and the just
plain curious. Join us. (Liz usually serves coffee or tea.) We meet 10:00 -11:00 before regular meetings unless there’s
a workshop. This is your branch too, and volunteer organizations can always use new ideas.
Next board meeting: Jan 14, 10-11:00am Zio Fraedo’s.
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NEW OFFER TO MT. DIABLO MEMBERS:
Print and cut out the coupon below and be in a drawing for $25 off a future meeting.
After each drawing, the non-winning coupons will be destroyed. Look for a new coupon each month in the
newsletter.
One coupon per member per meeting.
A member may only win once per CWC year, i.e., Sept – June.
January 2017 coupon
MT. DIABLO CWC MEMBERS ONLY
PRINT THIS PAGE. CUT OUT THIS COUPON. WRITE YOUR NAME BELOW.
DROP COUPON IN THE BASKET/HAT/PAPER BAG AT THE MEETING
CORRESPONDING TO THE DATE ON THIS COUPON.
ONE COUPON WILL BE DRAWN EACH MONTH TO WIN $25 CREDIT TOWARD
A LATER MT DIABLO BRANCH MEETING.
Your name: ___________________________________________
Must be present to win.

WHAT A DIFFERENCE A LETTER OR TWO MAKES
Make a typo and end up with a different, sometimes wildly different, meaning. Once you’ve written something and
rewritten, and rewritten, it’s easy to miss small errors. Following are a few examples of words that Spell Check will not
highlight.

Disburse (pay out) vs. disperse (distribute or spread) Both are verbs
Aide (assistant, noun) vs. aid (help, noun or verb)
Palate (the roof of the mouth, separating the nose and the mouth)
Palette (a thin board or slab on which an artist mixes colors)
Pallet (a straw mattress, or a framework of wood used for supporting things to be carried)
All are nouns

Licence (card or papers as in driver’s licence, noun)
License (to allow, verb)
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Advertising in California Writers Club Bulletin,
www.calwriters.org/advertising-in-the-bulletin
Want to increase your visibility? Sell your service? Promote your book? Increase speaker engagements? Pump up your
web traffic? Or just send a greeting? We are accepting writing-related advertising from businesses, CWC members, and
individuals who wish to reach our target market at reasonable prices.
The Bulletin is published three times a year and each time reaches close to 2,000 published and aspiring writers in 21
branches throughout the state. It is also published on the CWC website, www.calwriters.org
Five tiers of ads are being offered:
 2″ x 3.5″
$35 business card size will appear in the index section
 3″ x 5″
$60 index card size interspersed throughout as appropriate
 5″ x7″
$90 placed at the discretion of the editor-in-chief
 5″ x7″
$90 special display ad featuring your photo, your bio and book cover
 7″ x 10″
$200 full page vertical ad, only one per issue, first come, first served.
All of the above can be paid for by check, made payable to CWC Central Treasury and mailed to:
HDCWC
The Bulletin Marketing Department
20258 Hwy 18 STE 430 PMB 281
Apple Valley, CA 92307
or by PayPal (the first 4 only) on www.calwriters.org State amount paid when you send the hardcopy.
We reserve the right to decline material deemed inappropriate at the discretion of the editor-in-chief.
Ads must be self-edited, print-ready, and will be published as received, Email as a jpg file to:
advertisingcwc@gmail.com. A physical copy of your ad must be enclosed with the mailed payment. Please include your
return address, email address, and telephone contact number.
Deadlines for advertising submissions are as follow:
-February 28 for the March publication; deadline
-July 28 for August
-October 28 for November
If we receive more ads than can be accommodated, advertisers will be notified of the option to reserve space in the next
issue.
Appropriate ads will be accepted on a first come, first served basis. A copy of The Bulletin will be emailed to advertisers
upon publication Please include your preferred email address along with your ad submission. Questions? Call Bob Isbill
at (760) 221-6367.
 Follow directions closely.
 Design your ad. Scan it to a jpeg file and send it to advertisingcwc@gmail.com
 Mail the hard copy and confirm size, addressed to the Marketing Department. It is okay to fold the copy if needed.
 Full page ads purchased by mail only.
For samples of our CWC advertising, see our brief video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TCz4Y-ENAy0&feature=youtube

California Writers Club Benefits
General Benefits for Meeting Attendees:
1. Networking ‐ meet local writers and make new contacts
2. Education ‐ learn from each other, speakers, workshops
3. Promotion ‐ leverage PR opportunities at meetings, events
4. Inspiration ‐ hear other writers' success stories
5. Community ‐ support local literacy programs, celebrate California Writers Week
Members‐only Benefits:
6. Discount on workshops that we sponsor
7. Newsletters: receive our emailed branch newsletter and state‐level The Bulletin
8. Publication: submit your work to the statewide Literary Review
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Young Writers Contest Fundraising
Sponsored by

The California Writers Club, Mount Diablo Branch
Please consider joining one of the following donor clubs to benefit our programs in support of
young writers. Your tax-deductible gift will appear in the contest program in May, and in the Mount
Diablo CWC newsletter every month in the year you donate. Or remain anonymous if you prefer!
The Jack London Founder’s Circle ($500+)

The John Steinbeck Society ($250 - $499)

The John Muir Member Club ($150 - $249)

The Ina Coolbrith Laureate Club ($100 - $149)
Judith Ingram
Elisabeth Tuck

The Mary Austin Writers Club ($50 - $99)
Ken Kirkhoff
David George in honor of Liz Kohler-Pentacoff

The Helen Hunt Jackson Group ($25 - $49)
Christine Sunderland

The Gertrude Atherton Guild ($10 - $24)
James Wiseman Lynn Goodwin
Linda Force
Fran Cain
Noele Martin
Kathryn Berla

David Alpaugh
Sheryl Mosher
Aline Soules

Contra Costa County middle school students who enter the Young Writers Contest are eligible for cash prizes in short
story, poetry, essay/personal narrative, and humor. Contest submissions are free. Check our branch website for details:
cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/young-writers-contest/
The Mt. Diablo Branch hosts an awards luncheon in May of each year.
All program expenses are supported by individual donations and grants. Thank you for considering membership in one
of the above donor clubs.
********************************************************************************
** Please list my membership in the following donor club:
Name

Address

City/State/Zip
Phone
Amount enclosed: $
honor/memory

E-mail
_Acknowledge my gift in

of:
Or via PayPal click “buy now” on the Mt. Diablo website
http://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/next-program/. Please add the $2 transaction fee

Make a check payable to: CWC Mt. Diablo Branch. And mail to:
CWC Mt. Diablo Branch, P.O. Box 606, Alamo, CA 94507 Attention: Young Writers Contest

