
 

Young Writers Contest Winners & Special Speaker  
  

AWARD CEREMONY & LUNCHEON  
 

Saturday May 14, 2016 - 11:00 am to 2:00 pm 
 

“Turning Ideas into Stories” 
with 

Heather Mackey 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Heather Mackey is a kids’ lit author of fantasy adventure novels. Her books include 
Dreamwood (selected by the Bank Street Children’s Book Committee for its list of best 
books of 2014) and the forthcoming The Shadow Clock. She is a member of the National 
Writing Project’s Writers Council and consults with the online student writing community, 
Write the World. 
 

Sign-in starts at 11:00 am. Awards 11:30 Lunch 12:15, Speaker 1- 2 pm at Zio Fraedo’s Restaurant: 611 Gregory Lane, Pleasant 

Hill. $25 members, $30 guests Reservation deadline: noon, Wednesday, May 11th.  

To reserve, contact Robin at cwcrobin.gigoux@yahoo.com, leave a message at 925-933-9670, or sign up via PayPal: click 

“buy now” on the Mt. Diablo website, http://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/next-program/. Add $2 transaction fee.  
 

CWC is an IRS 501-c3 non-profit charitable organization (ID 94-6082827). Donations are fully deductible to the extent of the law. 
 

If you need to cancel, you must do so by noon on Friday, May 13 or we will have to charge you for your reservation(s) 

TThhee WWrrii tt ee 

A Monthly Newsletter 

Elisabeth Tuck, editor 

NNeewwss 
May 2016 

February 

2015  2015 

 Story Hunting:  Why is it important to 
know how to turn ideas into stories? How 
can you build this skill?  

 Ideas:  The raw material for stories. How 
do you get ideas? 

 Building a story:  Taking the idea you've 
explored and working it into story form. 
Story structure. 

 Why storytelling matters:  People need it 
in all walks of life.  
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President Elisabeth Tuck  
 

The Young Writers Contest reading is over and decisions have been made on 28 first, 

second and third place awards to our 6
th
, 7

th
 and 8

th
 grade submitters in the categories 

of poetry, personal narrative, short story and humor.  Big thanks go to all the members 

who joined in reading this year.  This is exactly the kind of participation we hope for 

in a volunteer organization.   

 

Thanks to readers:  Dita Basu, Barbara Bentley, Susan Berman, Fran Cain, Ann 

Damashino, Marlene Dotterer, Jean Georgakopoulos, David George, Jill Hedgecock, 

Ken Kerhoff, Phyllis Nagle, Judith Overmier, Lyn Roberts, Aline Soules, Cheryl 

Spanos, Ann Thomas, and Elisabeth Tuck 

And to YWC chairs, Marlene Dotterer and Bob O’Brien, who solicited the 

submissions and are coordinating the awards luncheon. 
 

Please join us at the May 14.  We are shortening the awards program a little this year by not holding the contest but we 

will have the students’ works displayed prior to the meeting. Come and spread out among the tables, sit with 

families/teachers.  The parents are always interested in how to encourage their students; the teachers are interested in 

sharing writing ideas.  We all can learn from each other and our speaker. 

 

 

 

Next board meeting:  May 14, 9:30 – 10:30 am at Zio Fraedo’s. 

Anyone may attend 
 

This is your club and it’s a volunteer organization meaning you, too, are very 

welcome to help.  Here are some ideas: 

-- Greet parents and students at the YWC meeting in May 

-- Greet attendees at regular meetings 

-- Lead a talk at an Author’s Table 

-- Suggest speakers 

-- Copyedit the newsletter 

-- Contribute to the newsletter 

-- Write a short piece on: What you like about CWC 

--            Why you liked a book. 

--             Why you didn’t like a book! 
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Member Events, News and Salutes 
 
 
 

Jill Hedgecock  
Will have an article published in Diablo Gazette on the plight of rhinocerouses being poached 

to extinction for their horns believed to be of medicinal value especially in Asia. Check it out 

and learn about these valuable animals. 

Find out more about rhino poaching Thursday, June 2
nd

 as Jill shares photos from her recent 

African safari at the meeting of the Mount Diablo Audubon Society in the Camellia Room of 

the Gardens at Heather Farm in Walnut Creek (across the street from The Greenery). Doors 

open at 6:30 pm. The main program begins at 8:00 pm. The event is free. For more 

information about the plight of the rhino, visit: 

https://www.savetherhino.org/rhino_info/thorny_issues/ 

 

 
 

Pleasant Hill woman's story of 'killing fields' basis for book 
By Janice De Jesus, Correspondent Contra Costa Times 
POSTED:   03/22/2016  
Writer Jil Plummer, left, collaborated with Brenda Oum, a Pleasant Hill resident who owns Papillon cafe in Lafayette, about Oum s childhood spent during Cambodia s brutal Khmer Rouge regime. ( Courtesy of Janice De Jesus ) 

LAFAYETTE -- As smiles are exchanged at Papillon, a popular local cafe in 

downtown Lafayette, one regular customer knows that a smile hadn't always been 

on the face of the cafe's owner. 

Writer Jil Plummer saw a story when she learned about the plight of 

Chanbopha Oum, fondly known by cafe patrons as Brenda. 

“The Khmer Rouge,” Plummer said, “ruled Cambodia from 1975-1979 claimed 

the lives of up to two million people, and forced millions from cities to work on 

communal farms in the countryside, resulting in the loss of families who died 

from execution, starvation, and disease.” 

As a child in Cambodia, Oum survived the death march from Phnom Penh 

and through the Khmer Rouge Killing Fields. Using her ingenuity, she found food 

for her family in a working prison farm and ultimately prevailed in her mission to 

take her family out of turmoil and into a life of freedom. 

"I am about to tell the story, ,” Plummer wrote in the prologue of Remember to Remember, her fictionalized 

account of Oum's childhood struggles during the atrocities in Cambodia, “as told to me by one whose inner strength 

and quick intelligence is hidden beneath the quiet exterior of the slight, smiling, Cambodian woman who serves me 

coffee each morning. Hers was a story of survival and resilience -- it was a story that was begging to be told.” 

"I thought I would love someone to write my story," said Oum, who immigrated to the United States in 1987, first 

to Virginia then to Pleasant Hill, where she's been a resident since 1994. 

  “Oum is the epitome of the American dream escaping the horrors in Cambodia to owning local doughnut 

shops and ultimately, Papillon in 2005,” Plummer said. “What I liked about Brenda's story was that she was a tough 

little kid and focused on getting her family out of the situation." 

Oum considered the well-traveled Plummer, author of two other novels, as well as Oum’s former English as a 

Second Language (ESL) teacher qualified to write her story because of Plummer's experience with people from other 

countries. 
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Member Events, News and Salutes cont’d 
 

"She's the writer who I trusted could do it," Oum said. 

“Despite the horror, there's a tale of hope at the heart of the story,” Plummer said. 

"I shared my whole story with her," Oum said of Plummer, with whom she forged a bond during the writing 

process. "I wanted her to write about everything I felt and had been through." 

"Don't forget -- she was only 5 years old when this happened," Plummer said. 

Most of the details of her experience were retold to Oum by her mother who remembers the atrocities vividly. 

"I tried to imagine what a little girl would go through, what she would feel," said Plummer. 

Papillon customers are thrilled for Oum and Plummer. 

"It's a beautifully-written story about Brenda’s brave will to survive under the worst imaginable conditions," 

said Muriel Urto. 

Art Lehman said, "It's a compelling story that reminds us of periods in world history we must never forget." 

Oum said that after reading the book, she's now able to reflect on how far she's come from such tragic 

circumstances. 

"I'm proud of myself that I've made it through to today," Oum said. "This book is not just for me, it's really for 

my kids. I want them to know who I am." 

 
 ((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((( 

 
 
 

Mt. Diablo Branch Slate of Officers for Next Year2016- 2017 

 
The board has approved the following slate of officers, which the membership will be asked to vote on at the June 11 

meeting: 

 

President:  Marlene Dotterer 

Vice President:  Bob O’Brien 

Secretary: Judy Ingram 

Treasurer:  Lucy Hart 

 
 
 

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((( 
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Our Upcoming Programs  
 
 

2016 
May 14 

Young 

Writers 

Contest 

Awards 

Banquet 

Heather Mackey 

“Turning Ideas into 

Stories” 

After an early job counting dead bugs in an entomology lab, Heather 

Mackey realized she was better at making up stories about imaginary 

science than practicing the real thing and wrote the young adult novel: 

Dreamwood 

 

June 11 

LeeAnne Krusemark 

“Query Letters and 

More” 

Journalist, author, speaker, professor, editor, and owner of a public 

relations business who teaches an online class, A Beginner's Guide to 

Getting Published. 

  Summer break July and August 2016 

2016 

Sept 10  

Anita Amirrezvani 

(topic to be 

determined) 

Persian-American teacher and author of Blood of Flowers and Equal 

of the Sun  

Oct 8 

Marilyn Atlas   

(topic to be 

determined) 

Los Angeles Talent/Literary Manager and Producer  

Nov 12   

Dec 10 Three of Our Own  

 

 2017 

Jan 14   

Feb 11 

Meghan Ward 

“Writer 

Consortiums/ 

Co-ops” 

An award-winning writer and book editor. She writes book reviews for 

the San Francisco Chronicle and has been published in 7×7 

Magazine, San Francisco Magazine, the San Francisco Examiner, the 

Oakland Tribune, and the anthology, It’s So You: 35 Women Write 

about Personal Expression Through Fashion and Style. In 2007, she 

won a first prize for Travel Writing for Field Report.com.  

March 11 

Stuart Horowitz 

“Finish Your Book 

in Three Drafts” 

Rhode Island resident Horowitz has trademarked The Book 

Architecture Method. He’s an expert on book structure and revision, 

answering questions such as: When do I need a book editor? How is 

that different from a book doctor? Should I pursue self-publishing? 

How do I know when my book is done? 

 

If you’ve heard a good speaker having to do with writing or publishing, send details to Jill Hedgecock: 

hedgewriter@sbcglobal.net     
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The Business of Author Collectives and Co-ops: What They Are and How to Start One 

 

On February 11, 2017 we’ll have a speaker on Author Collectives and Co-ops so we thought it 

would be helpful to do some advanced reading. This 2/9/16 post is by author Ursula Wong, a 
member of The Storyside, a business-based author collective centered in New 
England. 

 
The combination of independent publishing and the broad use of social media has provided 

many ways for writers to produce books and engage with readers, but it has also forced 

writers to do more than just write. 

 

Editing, formatting manuscripts, organizing book launches, maintaining a social media presence, and more, have 

become the writer’s responsibility. Publishing services can reduce the amount of work an author must do to produce a 

book, but they can be pricey. Critique groups or workshops can reduce editing cost, but may not find systemic issues. 

Author collectives (or co-ops) offer another path. While collectives require an author’s time and energy, and have their 

own limitations, writers’ collectives that apply business principles may offer authors an advantage in quality, cost 

control, and marketing. 

 

Typically, author collectives are groups of writers who meet for workshops, education, and networking. Some require 

members to pay yearly fees, and some, like the New Hampshire Writers’ Project, have a board that arranges events and 

provides services to the community. 

In a business-based author collectives, members share the work needed to edit, produce, and market their books. 

Members focus on mutual success. They pool their resources and time to undertake the editing, formatting, and 

promotion of books created by individual writers or by several authors who are writing a book together. They may 

have an associated publishing company, or members may publish independently. 

A business-based author collective achieves synergy from many people working on each book and each bringing his or 

her unique skill set to the production process. Sharing the editing work saves money, and marketing reach is broader 

than any one person could easily achieve, resulting in more sales potential. 

For example, one member of The Storyside, a business-based authors’ collective, used Facebook advertising to 

promote a new book, and achieved about 250 Facebook “likes” in two days. That number doubled when members also 

promoted the book through personal channels, ultimately reaching about 14,000 users, far more than any one person 

could have reached on their own. 

Some groups that employ the principles of the business-based authors’ collective are the Book View Café (BVC), 

theWriters Co-op of the Pacific Northwest, and The Storyside. 

BVC, a cooperative publisher, started in 2008 and has fifty members. Writers manage the production and 

marketing of their own books while leveraging resources of the organization to create eBook formats, boost social 

media announcements, and so on. BVC offers an impressive catalogue of competitively priced titles and most of the 

retail price goes to the author. New members have typically published traditionally, and offer specific skills to the 

organization. BVC has grown into a mainstream publisher for member authors, offering over 100 books a year. 

The Writers Co-op of the Pacific Northwest started in 2015, and has over 30 authors who share resources within 

the group for editing, assistance with query letters, layout, marketing, and more. Their focus includes building 

communities on social media, cover design, and improving Amazon ratings. Individual writers must choose their own 

publishers, but the co-op assists by working with local bookstores to promote member offerings. 

The Storyside consists of 5 writers who have published both traditionally and independently. Members focus on 

controlling costs, providing quality books, and experimenting with marketing techniques such as seasonal book sales, 

online advertising, and book events. The Storyside has an associated publishing company for its members. 

 

Even with its advantages, business-based authors’ collective may not be the right solution for everyone, since they take 

time away from writing. Others may be skeptical about the success of collaborative efforts, and avoid them fearing that 

the work expended outweighs the benefit. Members must manage this problem. 
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Report on the Young Writers Contest 
 

(Ed note: We almost didn’t have a contest this year.  Many thanks are due to Marlene Dotterer and Bob O’Brien who 

stepped up to rescue us. They didn’t have time to solicit all the possible teachers in our county but contacted all in our 

database and did a heroic job at the last minute.) 

 

Date: 4/7/16 

To: CWC Mt. Diablo Board 

From: Marlene Dotterer 

Re: Young Writers Contest 

 

As I write this, we are in the middle of judging this year’s Young Writers Contest. There have been a few hiccups, 

and a few disappointments (having to disqualify the occasional submission), but overall, I’m very happy with how it’s 

going. 

 

That could be due to ignorance being bliss! 

 

Total number of submissions:   317 

Number of submissions disqualified*:    13 

Final submissions judged:    304 

 

Poetry is the most popular category by far, as you can see: 

 

Poetry:   179 submissions 

Short Stories:    79 submissions 

Personal Narrative:     47 submissions 

Humor:      12 submissions 

 

We have 16 volunteer judges, which was not quite enough to assign two judges per category/grade. A couple of 

lovely people (Dita Basu and David George) offered to take on more than one category, and I jumped in the deep end 

to judge two poetry categories. It wasn’t as intimidating as I thought it would be. I enjoyed doing it, but we really need 

to have more judges. 

 

Thank you to all our wonderful judges! 

 

Susan Berman    Fran Cain 

Dita Basu     Jean Georgakopoulos 

David George    Jill Hedgecock 

Phyllis Nagle    Cheryl Spanos 

Ann Damashino    Judith Overmier 

Aline Soules    Barbara Bentley 

Lyn Roberts    Elisabeth Tuck 

Ken Kerkhoff    Ann Thomas 

 

*Reasons for disqualifications were all for submissions that did not follow the guidelines. Too long, too many 

submissions per student, etc.  

 

Submitted by Marlene Dotterer 
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EXCITING CWC MEMBER BENEFIT AT THE BAY AREA BOOK 

FESTIVAL 

By Joyce Krieg, Central Coast branch, CWC Vice-president  
 

 The California Writers Club-NorCal Group takes great pleasure in announcing an exciting 
opportunity just for you, our members. The CWC-NorCal Group has reserved a booth at the 

second annual Bay Area Book Festival, and is offering the opportunity for CWC members 
to sell their books at the booth—at no cost! 

 The Bay Area Book Festival takes place Saturday and Sunday, June 4 and 5, in 
downtown Berkeley in and around Civic Center Park. Hours are 10 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. both days. 
Last year, this free event drew some 50,000 people, 300 author/speakers and 160 vendors. This year, CWC will be 
one of the exhibitors. 

Details are still being worked out, but here is what we can tell you: 

 CWC members are invited to sell their books and/or promote their writing-related business at our booth at 
no cost to the member. 

 You must have a current seller’s permit from the State Board of Equalization if you plan to actually sell 
anything. 

 You must be present in the booth and handle all details of making the sale. No dropping off books and 
expecting others to sell them for you!  

 Shifts will be set up on two-hour intervals. You must remove yourself, your books, and all other promotional 
materials at the end of your two-hour shift.  

 Shift assignments will be made either on a first-come, first-served basis or by lottery, depending on demand. 
You may not sign up for more than one shift unless and until all other interested CWC members are 
accommodated. 

 You may use your shift to promote a writing-related business (editing, book design, PR, etc.) in lieu of selling 
books. 

 This opportunity is available only to current members of CWC.  

If this sounds like something you’d like to do, add your name to the master list by sending an email to Joyce 
Krieg of the Central Coast branch, pacificgrovejoyce@gmail.com . Even if you have already signed up or indicated 
interest to someone at your home branch, please add your name to Joyce’s master list. Put “Bay Area Book Festival” 
in the Subject field and indicate your home branch in the body of the email.  

On or around May 10 we’ll be sending detailed information as to how to reserve a spot. 
 

 
 

BUCK-A-BOOK is back 
 

Bring your barely browsed books for others to buy at $1 each—all proceeds to the 

Young Writers Contest.   

Bring gently used books and put them out for other members to pick up for a buck 

donation to the branch. Buy books you might like to read. This is not a sale of books 

you've written unless you're willing to let them go for a $1 and donate that to the 

branch. The money raised helps the Young Writers Contest, one of the really good things our branch does 

for the community. 
 

The sale runs on the honor system. Bring your books, bags, and bucks to toss in the basket. Browse and buy 

before lunch. Bag your purchases and your unsold books and take them back home with you.  
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Things to Do 
(The following items are informational only and do not imply endorsement of product or service) 

 

 

 
CWC’s South Bay Writers branch’s Writing Prompts are posted to inspire authors 

and to stir the creativity. Submit your prompted creations to us. If we receive more than 

50 submissions in response to any one prompt, we will review the works for publication 

in an anthology. 

 

Have fun! Ultimately, we want to inspire writers to do what they love: write. Even if you choose to keep your 

creations to yourself or publish them another way, we are just overjoyed to have inspired you. 

 

Our long-term goal is to collect submissions to formulate an anthology. This long-term goal depends on how 

popular our prompts become among California Writers Club members. We want submissions to fit the prompts 

because we want to publish each anthology as a single narrative compiled from multiple sources. For example, our 

Dollar Bill prompt invites you to tell a short story, including a one-dollar bill so the final product will be a 

narrative about this dollar bill’s journey through circulation and the lives it experienced along the way. With more 

than 50 submissions, the editors of the anthology will have enough material to compile this dollar bill’s story. 

Your contribution will be both an independent short story accredited to you, and also serve as a chapter in the 

overall narrative. 

 

Prompt submissions are welcome from any visitor to our site, but only those submitted by paid members of the 

California Writers Club will be considered for publication. By submitting, you are providing your permission for 

us to publish your work.  www.southbaywriters.com/wordpress/writing-prompts/ 
Directions & Contact Information 
Send queries or submissions to prompts@southbaywriters.com 

Submissions must be formatted and edited as though they were being sent to an agent. Give us your polished best 

work. Submissions should be formatted as a Text or MS Word attachment. Times New Roman 12 font preferred. 

By submitting, you are providing your permission for us to publish your work. Accepting your submission is not a 

guarantee  your submission will be published. 

Prompts Due: 
4.30.16: Vignettes 

  5.31.16: Perils of Progress 
 

 
 

 

 

• The California Historical Society (CHS) seeks submissions of book-length manuscripts 

that make an important contribution to scholarship and to the greater community by 

deepening public understanding of some aspect of California history.  

 

The 2016 CHS Book Award carries a $5,000 author advance for the winning manuscript and 

publication by CHS/Heyday, with an awards ceremony, promotion, and an author tour. 

Deadline: May 1, 2016. Find more at: https://heydaybooks.com/chsbookaward/. 
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Things to Do (cont’d) 

California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch 
www.CWCSacramentoWriters.org 

~Serving the Greater Sacramento Region~ 

“Writers Making the Write Connections” 

Saturday, April 30, 2016 

9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

Learn From Publishing Experts 
plus 

Pitch to an Agent 

Fuse Literary Agency 

~ Gordon Warnock ~ Jennifer Chen Tran ~ Laura Cummings ~ 

Founding Partner and Agent Associate Agent Assistant Agent and Project Manager 
 

WHO SHOULD ATTEND: *Writers and Others with Book Ideas   *Authors   *Publishers *Editors 

LEARN FROM PUBLISHING EXPERTS (9:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.): *Query Letters   *Synopsis *Proposals 
*Role of Agents   *How to Pitch to Agents   *How to Work With Agents  *Where to Find Agents Appropriate For 

Your Project  *How the Submission Process Works  *What is a “Hybrid Author”  *Publishing Contract Terms You 

Should Know  *Other Legal  Concerns 

PITCH TO AN AGENT (1:15 pm – 3:30 pm): 24 slots available 5-minute pitch to Gordon Warnock or 
Jennifer Chen Tran, 24 slots. $15 fee required; must be seminar attendee. See Pitch Process on next page. 

WHERE: Cattlemens, 12409 Folsom Blvd., Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 (Hwy 50 at Hazel Ave. exit) 

SEMINAR FEE: $39 CWC Member   /   $49 Non-Member   / Includes morning coffee, snacks plus lunch. 

SPACE IS LIMITED. EARLY REGISTRATION ENCOURAGED! 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Complete and submit with payment to: CWC Sacramento Seminar, PO Box 4706, El Dorado Hills, CA 95762. 

Make check payable to CWC Sacramento Branch. E-mail confirmation will be provided. 

Name________________________________________________ 

Genre______________________________ 

Address___________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip______________________________________________________________________ 

Email_________________________________________ 

Phone______________________________: ___$39 CWC Member, ________________Branch    

___$49 Non-Member 

Pitch To An Agent: ___$15   (check one)   ___ Gordon Warnock   or  ___Jennifer Chen Tran 
Note: $15 fee to be paid on day of seminar if you are selected to pitch. See Process next page. 

Questions? Contact Margie Yee Webb at mywebb@sbcglobal.net or 916-213-0798. 

~ ~ ~ See Next Page For More Details ~ ~ ~ 
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Things to Do (cont’d) 

 
Learn From Publishing Experts plus Pitch To An Agent (cont;d)  

Pitch To An Agent Process—Pitch to Gordon Warnock or Jennifer Chen Tran. See their website page at Fuse 

Literary http://www.fuseliterary.com/about-fuse/ for the type of fiction and nonfiction projects they will consider. 

Separate fee required to pitch. Must be seminar attendee. $15 fee for 5-minute pitch, with 24 slots available for 

each agent. If interested in pitching, sign up for consideration. If more than 24 attendees have signed up to pitch to 

each agent, drawings will be held to select the attendees to make the pitch. Those selected must pay the $15 pitch 

fee with check payable to CWC Sacramento Branch. 

SPACE IS LIMITED. EARLY REGISTRATION ENCOURAGED! 
SIGN UP TODAY TO GUARANTEE A SPOT 

California Writers Club, Sacramento Branch—one of 21 branches of the California Writers Club—

serves the greater Sacramento region and welcomes all writers and related professions. We offer monthly 

Luncheon Meetings, Writers Network Meetings and Open Mic For Writers along with special events 

during the year. 

http://www.cwcsacramentowriters.org/ 

https://www.facebook.com/CaliforniaWritersClubSacramento 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Fuse Literary Agency. Igniting Author Careers. 

http://www.fuseliterary.com/ 

Fuse Literary—founded by Laurie McLean and Gordon Warnock—is a full-service, hybrid literary agency based in the 

Silicon Valley with offices in New York, Los Angeles, Chicago, Dallas, and Vancouver. They blend the tried-and-true 

methods of traditional publishing with the brash new opportunities engendered by digital publishing, emerging technologies, 

and an evolving author-agent relationship. The partners launched Fuse following tenures at established agencies, bringing 

with them experience in writing, teaching, professional editing, book marketing, blogging and social media, running high-tech 

companies, and marketing new technologies. A boutique, collaborative agency, Fuse provides each client with the expertise 

and forward vision of the group. 

Gordon Warnock is a founding partner at Fuse Literary, serving as a literary agent and Editorial Director of  Short Fuse 

Publishing. He brings years of experience as a senior agent, marketing director, editor for independent publishers, publishing 

consultant, and author coach. He frequently teaches workshops and gives keynote speeches at conferences and MFA 

programs nationwide. He is an honors graduate of CSUS with a B.A. in Creative and Professional Writing. For fiction and 

nonfiction projects Gordon will consider, see: http://www.fuseliterary.com/gordon-warnock/. 

Jennifer Chen Tran is an Associate Agent at Fuse Literary acquiring both fiction and non-fiction. She is a lifelong reader, 

New York native, and experienced member of the publishing industry. Prior to joining Fuse Literary, Jennifer was principal 

and owner of Penumbra Literary LLC, and served as Of Counsel at The New Press. She has also interned at Zachary Shuster 

Harmsworth literary agency, was an editorial and publicity intern at Hunter House Publishers (since acquired by Turner 

Publishing), and editorial intern at Terrain Magazine. Jennifer obtained her Juris Doctor from Northeastern School of Law in 

Boston, MA, and a Bachelors of Arts in English Literature from Washington University in St. Louis, with a minor in Legal 

Studies. For fiction and nonfiction projects Jennifer will consider, see: http://www.fuseliterary.com/jennifer-chen-tran-assoc-

agent/. 

Laura Cummings currently works as an assistant to Laurie McLean and as a production manager for Short Fuse. Although 

she reads in a wide range of genres, Young Adult and Fantasy works are most likely to steal her heart, and she has a passion 

for diverse literature. Her favorite books contain strong voices, unique plots, and a healthy dash of snark. Laura has a deep 

respect for the book community, and she loves interacting with writers and readers on social  media. 
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Things to Do (cont’d) 
 

 
 

 
 

Check out the Lafayette Library and Learning Center.  www.lllcf.org/  
 

 
 

 

 

Writers Craft Tables  
 

At regular meetings (not workshops or Young Writers Contest awards) the Writers 
Table meetings start with sign in and last until the meeting begins, that is 11:15 until 
lunch. We provide separate table(s) for the discussion. Interested members pull up a 
chair to join the group. Some discussion leaders have handouts; others ask 
questions and share their thoughts on the topic. Lee Paulson handles the details 
and calls for the last question.   
 
Contact Lee if you have writing, marketing, or publishing tips, or general advice to 
share with other members. You don’t have to be an expert. What works for you?   

 

rleepaulson@sbcglobal.net 
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 Things to Do (cont’d) 
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Things to Do (cont’d) 
 

 
 

The 13th Oregon Coast Children’s Book Writers Workshop July 11-15, 2016 is “right beside 
the ocean, overlooking giant rocks where sea lions lounge and snort. Eagles soar overhead. 
Whales spout.” Instructors are authors, editors from major houses, and an agent. 
www.occbww.com. 
 

 
 

Statewide California Writers Club Annual Summer Picnic 
 

Oakland’s  Joaquin Miller Park Fire Circle picnic area  
•  SATURDAY, JULY 23, 2016 1 – 4 pm 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Have You Been Profiled? 

The Mount Diablo Branch’s newsletter, The Write News, publishes brief, (around 400 words) member 

biographies which might include one’s education, writing experiences and a picture of you/your book. It is 

a great way to acknowledge and become acquainted with one another.   

To be profiled, please contact membership chair Marlene Dotterer at cmdotterer@gmail.com 
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Advertising in The Literary Review - Deadline May 1, 2016 
 

Writing-related, print-ready, paid advertising may be accepted for the Literary Review. Space is limited and 

will be accepted on a first-come, first-served basis. The editor reserves the right to reject ads which may not 

be appropriate. All ads submitted must be self-edited, print-ready, and will be published as received. For 

details, see:  http://calwriters.org/literary-review/#advertise  

 

 
 

Advertising in the statewide CWC Bulletin 
 

Ads must be self-edited, print-ready, and will be published as received. Deadlines for ads: 
 

Summer (mid-August):  Friday, July 29, 2016  
Winter (mid-November):  Friday, October 28, 2016 
 

The Bulletin reserves the right to decline material deemed inappropriate at the discretion of the editor-in-chief. 

See further details on our website: www.calwriters.org/advertising-in-the-bulletin/  
 

Email ads as a jpg file to:  advertisingCWC@gmail.com 
 

 
 

CWC Membership Status by State President, David George 
 
The process of promoting members from “Associate” (actively writing) to “Active” (published) member status is 
slightly different from branch to branch but is something like this:  

 You are an existing Associate member who successfully publishes a book (big or indie publishing house), a non-
fiction article, a story, or poem. Print or online publications qualify.  

 Contact your branch membership chair and provide your news and evidence.  

 The membership chair, who is often also the branch “accreditation chair,” decides you have qualified for promotion 
to “Active” category, or forwards your evidence to your branch board or accreditation committee to decide.  

 Your promotion is approved and your member category is changed in our statewide online MRMS membership 
system.  

 The branch president or membership chair announces your promotion at the next monthly meeting. Let the 
celebration begin!  

 
Before independent (print-on-demand) and online publishing, the Club’s promotion requirements had not changed for 
decades, but last year the central board approved new guidelines that take into account these modern forms of 
publication.  
If you are an Associate category member and are not familiar with the new guidelines, click on this link: 
http://calwriters.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/CWCmembguiPD.pdf . We embrace both actively writing and 
published members in the Club, but our founders require each branch to have at least 50% “Active” members. So, it is 
important to your branch and you to be promoted as soon as you qualify. And take advantage of Club publishing 
vehicles such as our annual Literary Review, Branch Anthologies, and Branch Writing Contests – they qualify. But 
PLEASE follow the submission guidelines!  
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Young Writers Contest Fundraising 
Sponsored by 

The California Writers Club, Mount Diablo Branch 
 

Please consider joining one of the following donor clubs to benefit our programs in support of 

young writers.  Your tax-deductible gift will appear in the contest program in May, and in the Mount 

Diablo CWC newsletter every month in the year you donate.  Or remain anonymous if you prefer! 
 

The Jack London Founder’s Circle ($500+) The John Steinbeck Society ($250 - $499) 

Jan and Lee Paulson 
 

The John Muir Member Club ($150 - $249) The Ina Coolbrith Laureate Club ($100 - $149) 

Judith Overmier for the poetry award Karen Tenney - for the Betty Tenney Essay Prize, in honor of 

    Elizabeth Mackintosh Tenney 

 Ken Kerkhoff 
 Elizabeth Koehler-Pentacoff 
  

The Mary Austin Writers Club ($50 - $99) The Helen Hunt Jackson Group ($25 - $49) 

Edward Stanislowski James Wiseman 
David George 
 

The Gertrude Atherton Guild ($10 - $24) Other 

Al Garrotto         Kai Rahbek  Sheryl Ruzek                 Leslie Rupley 
Ann O’Connell-Nye    Kevin Dunne  Sheryl Mosher  Colleen Gonzalez 
Mary Lacasse    Cathy Turney  Maya Das  Lucy Hart 
Other (cont’d)       Melanie Denman  Judith Marshall Ana Galvan 
  Ken Kerkhoff   Donna Cook   Phyllis Nagle   Sarah Wilson   Patty Northlich 

  Roger Paulson   Susan Pace-Koch  Jill Hedgecock  Paul Craig  Fran Cain 

  Christine Tomerson  Sean Hazlett   Liz Koehler-Pentacoff  Julia Novak  Katherine Billici 

  Carol Hebert   Charla Gabert  Dorothy Edwards Ann Steiner  Sherida Bush 
  Al Garrotto     

 

Contra Costa County middle school students who enter the Young Writers Contest are eligible for cash prizes in short 

story, poetry, essay/personal narrative, and humor. Contest submissions are free. Check our branch website for details: 

cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/young-writers-contest/ 
 

The Mt. Diablo Branch hosts an awards luncheon in May of each year. 
All program expenses are supported by individual donations and grants. Thank you for considering membership in one of 

the above donor clubs. 

********************************************************************************** 
Please list my membership in the following donor  club:    

Name  Address   

City/State/Zip        

Phone  E-mail  

Amount enclosed: $  _Acknowledge my gift in honor/memory 
of:        
Or via PayPal click “buy now” on the Mt. Diablo website 

http://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/next-program/. Please add the $2 transaction fee 

Make a check payable to: CWC Mt. Diablo Branch. And mail to: 

CWC Mt. Diablo Branch, P.O. Box 606, Alamo, CA 94507  Attention: Young Writers Contest 
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