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Saturday, March 12, 2016
3-HOUR LUNCHEON WORKSHOP

The Fatal Flaws of Fiction Writing
With

C. S. Lakin
The flaws covered in the workshop:

Bring the first page of your novel on a
thumb drive. If she has time, Susanne
will put some up on the screen and go
over them, using the points she’ll be
covering.



Overwriting: Repetition. Redundancy. Useless words.



Weak Construction: Passive voice, use of ‘ing’ verbs, dangling
modifiers.



POV Violations: Nailing proper use of POV (point of view) is a
challenge.



Telling instead of Showing: We’re told, “Show, don’t tell.”
It’s all about balance.



Too Much Backstory: How to bring out bits of history
organically.



Description Deficiencies and Excesses: How much should be
included and what kind.

C. S. Lakin is the author of twenty-two fiction and nonfiction books and award-winning blogger at Live
Write Thrive. She works full-time as a writing coach and book copy editor and is passionate about helping
writers see success and joy in their writing journey.
The newest addition to her Writer’s Toolbox series is an in-depth resource that all fiction writers need: 5 Editors
Tackle the 12 Fatal Flaws of Fiction Writing. Her workshop will be drawing from this book’s key points and
featuring Before and After passages that will help writers learn to spot and fix the fatal flaws in their own
writing. This is a hands-on workshop, so be ready to jump in and tackle flawed passages as they’re
presented.
Sign-in begins at 8:30 am at Zio Fraedo’s Restaurant, 611 Gregory Lane, Pleasant Hill. Luncheon after the
workshop at 12:00. Workshop from 9:00 to 12:00. $40 members, $50 guests.
Reservation deadline: noon, Wednesday, March 9th
Contact Robin at ragig@aol.com or leave a message at: 925-933-9670 for reservations
CWC (charitable ID 94-6082827) is an IRS 501-c3 non-profit charitable organization. Donations are fully deductible to the extent of the law.

If you need to cancel, you must do so by noon on Friday, March 11 or we will have to charge you for your reservation(s)
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President Elisabeth Tuck
The San Fernando CWC Branch recently had technical difficulties that prevented their
speaker from starting on time. Instead of what would have been dull waiting time,
members chatted with each other about writing.
This is one of the reasons Mt. Diablo has breakfast or luncheon meetings. While waiting
for the buffet, you can chat with others about what each of you writes, how you make
time for writing, and what you’ve learned about writing. You may learn from a more
experienced writer or offer something to a less experienced one. We all win that way.
Note: If there’s a speaker you’re particularly interested in, sit at table #1. We do need to
reserve a few seats there for the speaker, his or her guest and Jill, our program
coordinator. All we ask is that you respect the speaker’s ability to eat something before
they make their presentation.
Since I’m currently the newsletter editor, please send me information if you publish or have an upcoming event. I’m
convinced that more people stand up at meetings, showing their new book than ever are covered in the newsletter. Get
your name and accomplishment in print here! Write your article and send it to me so I can just pop it in the newsletter.
Send a jpg of the book cover or a picture of you, whichever you think should accompany the article.
It’s good to have so many 100-word stories. If you wrote one, be proud of yourself. It takes thought and care. If you
haven’t tried, please do, and send it to me for the newsletter.

There’s no board meeting when we have a workshop.
Next board meeting: April 9, 10-11:00 am at Zio Fraedo’s.
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Member Events, News and Salutes

Jill Hedgecock blog: http://writersotj.wordpress.com
Jill has begun writing a monthly book review column, “Book Ends,” for the Diablo Gazette, a print and online
local paper covering Clayton, Concord, Martinez, Pleasant Hill, Walnut Creek, Lafayette, Danville and select
business locations.
Jill’s review of The 100 Year Old Man (Who Climbed Out the Window and Disappeared) by Jonas Jonasson, a
Swedish journalist and author, appears on page 15.
The Diablo Gazette website: www.diablogazette.com/
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Revamping Our Branch Website:

cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com

You have the opportunity to show some of your work on our website. We have author pages where
Andrew can place pictures of the covers of two of your books, list a limited number of articles or contest wins,
plus put a link to your own website where, of course, you can go on at length about yourself and your writing.
Andrew Benzie and Lyn Roberts are working to update existing member listings and adding new ones as you
let them know about your publications. Contact Lyn at editingonline@astound.net to add or update your
information.
See https://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/members-a-d/ for an example of what can be posted.

.

Advertising in The Literary Review
Writing-related, print-ready, paid advertising may be accepted for the Literary Review. Space is limited and
will be accepted on a first-come, first-served basis. The editor reserves the right to reject ads which may not be
appropriate. All ads submitted must be self-edited, print-ready, and will be published as received. For details,
see: http://calwriters.org/literary-review/#advertise
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Have You Been Profiled?
The Mount Diablo Branch’s newsletter, The Write News, publishes brief, (around 400 words) member
biographies which might include one’s education, writing experiences and a picture of you/your book. It is
a great way to acknowledge and become acquainted with one another.
To be profiled, please contact membership chair Marlene Dotterer at cmdotterer@gmail.com

Writers Craft Tables
At regular meetings (not workshops or Young Writers Contest awards) the Writers
Table meetings start with sign in and last until the meeting begins, that is 11:15 until
lunch. We provide separate table(s) for the discussion. Interested members pull up a
chair to join the group. Some discussion leaders have handouts; others ask
questions and share their thoughts on the topic. Lee Paulson handles the details
and calls for the last question.
Contact Lee if you have writing, marketing, or publishing tips, or general advice to
share with other members. You don’t have to be an expert. What works for you?

rleepaulson@sbcglobal.net

Our Upcoming Programs
2016
Mar 12

C.S. Lakin

The Fatal Flaws of Fiction Writing –Workshop

April 9

Tamim Ansary

Why Do We Write?

May 14

Heather Mackey

Young Writers Awards Banquet

June 11

LeAnne Krusemark

Query Letters and More

Summer break July and August 2016

Sept 10
Oct 8

Marilyn Atlas

If you’ve heard a good speaker having to do with writing or publishing, send details to Jill Hedgecock:
hedgewriter@sbcglobal.net
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Advertising in the CWC Bulletin
Ads must be self-edited, print-ready, and will be published as received. Deadlines for ads:
Summer (mid-August):
Friday, July 29, 2016
Winter (mid-November): Friday, October 28, 2016
The Bulletin reserves the right to decline material deemed inappropriate at the discretion of the editor-in-chief.
See further details on our website: www.calwriters.org/advertising-in-the-bulletin/
Email ads as a jpg file to:

advertisingCWC@gmail.com

100-Word Stories
Guilty Lips
by
Cecilia Pugh
His eyes wandered—looking at the floor, walls, into the distance; anywhere but into her soft blue eyes that
spoke of adoration. It wasn’t the first time she caught him with blatant evidence on his lips. A week ago he
vowed, never again.
His feet did a back and forth movement like he wasn’t sure if he should run or face the consequences. His
jaw twitched and his hands jutted in and out of his pocket. He’s a terrible liar, she thought.
She decided to confront him. “Johnny. Did you eat the cake Mommy put on the table for dessert?”

Family Love
by

B Lynn Goodwin
Dot is dying. She is in pain, and medication doesn’t help. She deserves a peaceful end.
She misses her home, her dogs, and her biological babies. Her ex took them over 50 years ago. When she
searched for them, their grandmother said, “Hide! The witch is coming.”
We found them two years ago after writing to Troy the Locator. She met the younger two–now adults–on
The Dr. Phil Show. The older one sent her a card last Christmas.
“Do something. She’s shutting down,” I want to scream. I don’t. I can only give my love, not family love.

Reverie: Aunt Sadie Died
by

Leslie Rupley
Her head rested on a satin pillow in an open coffin, cheeks rosier than life. Bright lipstick I had never seen.
I sniffed hard, but couldn’t smell the sweetness of Auntie Sadie. I cried, and Mama pulled me away from the
altar.
White Shoulders perfume. Whenever I catch a whiff, Aunt Sadie appears, arms wide open, smile broad.
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100-Word Stories (cont’d)
Dinner for Two
By
J.D. Blair
In front of the mirror he questioned what was behind his dimming eyes. He carried stubble of beard because
the shaking was too much. She slipped on a blouse, pushed at the sagging skin at her chin and worried about
the mustache she had acquired. They shared the tube of lotion, trying to hide age spots on the backs of their
hands, and with one last check in the mirror, he helped her with her tattered coat and turned off the light. The
mission stopped serving at eight and their one full meal of the day was waiting.

Spring for Life
By
Wendy Blakeley

The breathless awe of holding my three-hour-old granddaughter was shattered by the nurse’s urgent
whisper in my ear, “Say nothing. Out the door. Follow me.”
Looking down I saw blue lips in this tiny red face.
Running down the hall, she assured me not to worry, all will be well. I thought I was carrying death.
Bursting in to Pedi CCU, a tall, large-boned, serene nurse snatched the baby exclaiming, “I remember you!
I was there when you arrived.”
She uttered soothing words and sounds. She did things. She brought back color and breath and life.

Red Balloons
by
Cecilia Pugh
Her feet sizzled like bacon frying in a hot skillet and left a trail of burnt footprints heading toward the ocean
and crashing waves that mimicked angry fists.
A squall darkened the sky in protest and spewed frantic tears that hugged her skin like a wet embrace.
She cowered as death cornered her on the ocean floor. Through a watery prism her eyeballs saw his face of
stone shatter like glass when he gazed upon her nude body that washed ashore.
The sun’s rays were bright. Red balloons filled the blue sky, reminding him of past joys now lost forever.

The past, the present, and the future walk into a bar. It was tense.
www.linguafrancas.wordpress.com
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100-Word Stories (cont’d)
Vincent
by
J.D. Blair
Artist Vincent Van Godtt channeled Vincent Van Gogh. He spent many nights drawing prostitutes on an Etch A
Sketch and selling the drawings to patrons with short attention spans. Vincent befriended a goat and when asked why,
said, “Have you seen the depth of color in a goat’s udder?”
Frustrated over failing to capture the hue of a saguaro cactus at sunset, Vincent shaved off his eyebrows and died.
He left everything to the goat. His unfinished “Saguaro at Sunset” sold for one and a half million dollars. The goat died
two years later showing assets of fourteen million, five.

Zebrawood
by
Ken Kerkhoff

Bullet holes in the rusted Peugeot sedan sitting on the shoulder of the rutted highway evidenced some past
incident. Was the incident a highway ambush, a tribal disagreement or was it a remnant of the 1983 coup
attempt?
Alan shivered involuntarily as he recalled the horrors during that coup. He drove on without speaking.
That was an expatriate’s way of remaining non-committal, as one quickly learns to do as a guest in a country
like Cameroon. Don’t ask too many questions; don’t appear overly interested in unusual sights or events; and
most important, don’t ever get involved in politics.

Writer’s Stew
by
Cecilia Pugh
Add a dab of truth—handful of lies—sprinkle of spice and touch of bitter herbs. Toss with creative
abandonment into the mental pot. Simmer into an imaginative stew.
Stir often and savor. Taste and assess the need to add or subtract ingredients. Perhaps a dash more scenery
for visual appeasement: a dollop of sour cream to thicken the plot, the tang of lemon or secret item for surprise.
Include jalapeño, to give the characters zest, a teaspoon of sugar for sweetness, pepper or garlic for flavor—so
that every spoon-filled morsel will render one drooling—wanting another bite.
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This annual contest is proudly sponsored by the Mount Diablo Branch of the California Writers Club and is open
to 6th, 7th and 8th grade students who live in or attend school in Contra Costa County. Categories include short
story, poetry, personal narrative and humor.

SUBMISSIONS ARE BEING ACCEPTED THROUGH APRIL 1, 2016 ELECTRONICALLY AT THIS URL:
http://mtdiabloywc.submittable.com/submit
Category Rules :

• Short story (up to 5 pages typed, double-spaced)
• Poem (up to 30 lines, can be single or double- spaced)
• Personal narrative (capturing an event in your life, up to 3 pages, typed,double-spaced)
• Humor (Any category, but must follow category rules) *One award per grade for humor category
1. Contest open to 6th, 7th and 8th grade students who live in or attend school in Contra Costa County.
2. Do not include a cover. Your manuscript must follow category rules.
3. Number each page. Put the manuscript title on the first page. Do not include your name or other
personal information on the manuscript.
4. A maximum of three entries are welcome under separate submission. Each digital entry form will
prompt for name, home address, home phone, school, grade, e-mail address, teacher, and manuscript
title. Do not include this information on the submission. Teachers of winning students will be invited
to attend the banquet.
5. DEADLINE: Manuscripts must be received by 9:00 p.m. on April 1, 2016.Winners will
be announced on the Mount Diablo California Writers Club website by May 1, 2016.
Non-winners will not be notified.
6. TEACHERS: PLEASE ENCOURAGE STUDENTS TO SUBMIT THEIR STORIES AND POEMS
THEMSELVES. We are striving to encourage individual creativity and expression. Do not send entire class
assignments. Each submission requires individual student information.
7. PARENTS: Parents of winning submissions will be requested to give permission for the child to be
photographed for print, videotaped, or electronically imaged during the banquet and agree to allow his or
her child's picture to appear in newspapers, news releases, and/or other published formats.
8. PRIZES: Winning short stories and poems from each grade level will receive $100 for first prize, $50 for
second prize and $25 for third prize. The Humor Award of $75 will be awarded to one winner in each
grade level at the judges' discretion. The Betty Tenney Personal Narrative Award of $100 will be given to
the best personal narrative/essay in each grade. Second and third place prizes may be awarded in the
personal narrative category at the judges' discretion. Prizes will be presented to winners on May 14,
2016, at a lunch banquet. Further information on the banquet will be provided to the winners. Parents are
welcome.
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Things to Do
(The following items are informational only and do not imply endorsement of product or service)

I N D O O R / O U T D O O R
F R E E

F E S T I V A L

June 4 & 5, 2016

In Downtown Berkeley's Arts District
The Berkeley Bay Area Book Festival is held on closed-off downtown streets and is open to the
public. NorCal is offering an opportunity for author members (of CWC) who work the Bay Area
Book Festival booth to sell their own books. To do that you will need a separate Seller’s Permit.
Thousands of people attended last year. CWC members present thought it was a huge success.
Bay Area Book Festival website: http://www.baybookfest.org

• The California Historical Society (CHS) seeks submissions of book-length manuscripts that
make an important contribution to scholarship and to the greater community by deepening
public understanding of some aspect of California history.
The 2016 CHS Book Award carries a $5,000 author advance for the winning manuscript and
publication by CHS/Heyday, with an awards ceremony, promotion, and an author tour.
Deadline: May 1, 2016. Find more at: https://heydaybooks.com/chsbookaward/..

• Submissions are open from January 15, 2016 to March 31, 2016 for The Masters Review
Anthology. They are “looking for today’s top emerging writers. Guidelines include: previously
unpublished works of fiction and narrative nonfiction only, up to 7000 words, multiple submissions
allowed, $20 reading fee.
Ten published authors will each receive a $500 award, national publication, and exposure to over
50 literary agencies. The book is published in the fall. See more at
https://mastersreview.com/anthology/ .
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Writers of Kern, Bakersfield, Conference March 12
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More Things to Do
These are NOT endorsements, just ideas for you to investigate for yourself. Some options are
expensive so be sure you know what you’re signing up for.

Check out the Lafayette Library and Learning Center. www.lllcf.org/

The 13th Oregon Coast Children’s Book Writers Workshop July 11-15, 2016 “right beside the
ocean, overlooking giant rocks where sea lions lounge and snort. Eagles soar overhead. Whales
spout.” Instructors are authors, editors from major houses, and an agent. www.occbww.com.

300 Days of Sun Publishes Authors from the Southwest
This is a student-run, print literary journal at Nevada State College. The website is www.300daysofsun.com and the
page to submit works is www.300daysofsun.submittable.com/submit

Enter The South Bay Branch’s Anthology
Prompting Collaboration by Patrick McQueen, President, South Bay Writers
Imagine collaborating with fellow authors to tell the story of a one-dollar bill. Write a
short story in the genre of your choice. Include a dollar bill in your story.
With 50 acceptable submissions, Patrick would love to edit selected short stories
together into an anthology that reads as a linear narrative about a dollar bill and the
many lives it has touched. South Bay Writers writing prompts are available on our
website at www.southbaywriters.com/wordpress/writing-prompts/
Your contribution will be both an independent short story accredited to you and also serve as a chapter in the overall
narrative. Prompt submissions are welcome from any visitor to our site, but only those submitted by valid members
of the California Writers Club will be considered for publication in an anthology. By submitting, you are providing
your permission for us to publish your work. Send queries or submissions to prompts@southbaywriters.com
Submissions must be formatted and edited as though they were being sent to an agent. Give us your polished,
best work. Submissions should be formatted as a text or MS Word attachment. Times New Roman 12 font preferred.
Accepting your submission is not a guarantee your submission will be published.
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Young Writers Contest Fundraising
Sponsored by

The California Writers Club, Mount Diablo Branch
Please consider joining one of the following donor clubs to benefit our programs in support of
young writers. Your tax-deductible gift will appear in the contest program in May, and in the Mount
Diablo CWC newsletter every month in the year you donate. Or remain anonymous if you prefer!
The Jack London Founder’s Circle ($500+)

The John Steinbeck Society ($250 - $499)

Jan and Lee Paulson
The John Muir Member Club ($150 - $249)

The Ina Coolbrith Laureate Club ($100 - $149)

Karen Tenney - for the Betty Tenney Essay Prize, in honor of
Elizabeth Mackintosh Tenney

Ken Kerkhoff
Elizabeth Koehler-Pentacoff
Elisabeth Tuck - toward the humor award
The Mary Austin Writers Club ($50 - $99)

The Helen Hunt Jackson Group ($25 - $49)
James Wiseman

Edward Stanislowski
David George
Kathy Urban
Sheryl Ruzek
The Gertrude Atherton Guild ($10 - $24)

Other

Al Garrotto
Other (cont’d)
Melanie Denman
Ken Kerkhoff
Roger Paulson
Christine Tomerson
Carol Hebert
Al Garrotto

Kai Rahbek
Kevin Dunne
Cathy Turney
Donna Cook
Susan Pace-Koch
Sean Hazlett
Charla Gabert
Ana Galvan

Sheryl Ruzek
Sheryl Mosher
Maya Das

Phyllis Nagle
Jill Hedgecock

Sarah Wilson
Gus Kritikos
Liz Koehler-Pentacoff Julia Novak
Dorothy Edwards
Ann Steiner

Leslie Rupley
Colleen Gonzalez
Lucy Hart
Patty Northlich

Kathryn Berla
Katherine Billici
Sherida Bush

Contra Costa County middle school students who enter the Young Writers Contest are eligible for cash prizes in short
story, poetry, essay/personal narrative, and humor. Contest submissions are free. Check our branch website for details:
cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/young-writers-contest/
The Mt. Diablo Branch hosts an awards luncheon in May of each year.
All program expenses are supported by individual donations and grants. Thank you for considering membership in one of
the above donor clubs.
**********************************************************************************
Please list my membership in the following donor club:
Name

Address

City/State/Zip
Phone

E-mail

Amount enclosed: $
_Acknowledge my gift in honor/memory
of:
Or via PayPal click “buy now” on the Mt. Diablo website
http://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/next-program/. Please add the $2 transaction fee

Make a check payable to: CWC Mt. Diablo Branch. And mail to:
CWC Mt. Diablo Branch, P.O. Box 606, Alamo, CA 94507 Attention: Young Writers Contest

