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BRANCH MEETING AND LUNCHEON
Saturday February 13, 2016 - 11:15 to 2:00 pm

“Word Selection: Building a Strong Story Foundation”
With

Roy Mash
Word Selection for Writers
“Words are the atoms of meaning—bricks out of which writers shape the larger
structures of lines, sentences, paragraphs, poems, essays, memoirs and
novels.”
Roy will explore the following ideas:





What’s the best way to express an idea?
Which of several alternative words or expressions might work best?
Sometimes, the very act of choosing a word can reverse the direction
of the process.
Settling on one particular word over another often leads to a new idea.

Roy Mash is the author of Buyer's Remorse (Cherry Grove Collections, 2014) and is a long time board member
of Marin Poetry Center.
He doodles his time away staring out of café windows, dabbing up the fallen seeds from an everything bagel, and
mentally thumbing over his poems that have appeared in journals such as AGNI, Atlanta Review, Barrow Street,
Nimrod, and River Styx.
He is the recipient of the Atlanta Review International Publication Award.
Selecting Words:
“In speech, we normally start with an idea in our heads. The idea then seems to immediately flow into words
with no intervening conscious process. The words, as it were, appear to be selecting themselves. In writing,
however, there is often a pencil-chewing pause after an idea occurs. Or sometimes the specific sound of a word
can lead directly to other words, each carrying the baggage of their separate ideas.”

Sign-in starts at 11:15am. Luncheon 12 - 12:45 pm. Speaker 1- 2 pm at Zio Fraedo’s Restaurant: 611 Gregory Lane, Pleasant Hill.
$25 members, $30 guests Reservation deadline: noon, Wednesday, Feb 10. To reserve, contact Robin at ragig@aol.com leave a
message at 925-933-9670, or sign up via PayPal: click “buy now” on the Mt. Diablo website,
http://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/next-program/ . Add $2 transaction fee.
CWC is an IRS 501(c)3 non-profit charitable organization (ID 94-6082827). Donations are fully deductible to the extent allowed by law.

Remember that if you need to cancel, you must do so by noon on Friday Feb 12 or we will have to charge you for your reservation(s)

Remember

February 2016

The Write News

Page Two

President Elisabeth Tuck
Submissions are in for the CWC Literary Review. 141 people submitted 222 pieces!
It was not an easy task being on the receiving end of these. We coddled entrants this year,
since it was all online and we needed to collect the $10 to offset printing costs. In future
we might not be so helpful. I’d say that fully 75% of the submissions didn’t follow the
guidelines in one way or another. Some forgot to attach the submission, many didn’t
specify which branch they belong to, some paid “Lit Rev” instead of the state treasurer,
some sent paper instead of emailing their work, many didn’t give word counts, and
several either forgot the release statement or sent it with its original blank spaces.
In the real world, not following submission guidelines would have landed the work in the
“round file,” i.e. trash can. No publisher or contest would be willing to ask for or accept
resends, wait weeks for payments, assure a submitter that THEY, not the acquisition
editor must make the decision as to which 2 of 3 should be considered, etc., etc.
I don’t know if Mt. Diablo had many problems, I didn’t look closely at the branch or titles of the pieces since I will also
be reading submissions and didn’t want any problems to stick in my head. As it is with over 200 submissions, I needn’t
have worried. I couldn’t have remembered authors, titles, or issues if I had tried!
PLEASE, if you submit to a publisher, agent, or contest, follow directions precisely so your hard work will be
considered.

Attend a board meeting.
There’s always room at the board meetings for observers, the maybe-I’d-like-to-get-involved-ers,
advisors, and the just plain curious. Join us. (Liz usually serves coffee or tea.) We meet 10:00 -11:00
before regular meetings unless there’s a workshop. Volunteer organizations can always use helping
hands and new ideas. Take the opportunity to see what your branch is up to.
Next board meeting: Feb 13, 10-11:00 am at Zio Fraedo’s.

(Still trying to absorb the year!)
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Member Events, News and Salutes

Jil Plummer has published her third book,
Remember to Remember, which tells the story of a
child who helps her family survive the Khmer Rouge
killing fields. The book is based on the true story as
told to Jil by the owners of the Lafayette coffee
shop, Papillon.
Her book-signing party will take place at Papillon on
Sunday, February 14th, at 3pm. “Nice people
including characters from the book, and Cambodian
snacks. Everyone invited.”
Jil’s website is: jilplummer.com . Find Jil’s book in print and eBook on Amazon at:
http://www.amazon.com/Remember-Jil-Plummer/dp/1941713297

=========================================================
Chloe Laube has published her first novella, Dream On, Dancing
Queen. Vulnerable Cara and her sassy sidekick Josie sail away on a
Mediterranean cruise. Cara meets handsome Nick, a very Italian and
worldly dance host and she tumbles hard, heart obliterating head. Their
impetuous romance blossoms when Nick jumps ship and follows Cara to
California, but Josie is wary. Is this guy for real or an exploitive gigolo?
Lots of pasta, passion, and meatballs follow, with a whopper of a surprise
ending. Available on Amazon at:
http://www.amazon.com/Dream-Dancing-Queen-Chloe-Laube/dp/1941713289

=========================================================
Margie Hamilton's latest short story completes
her trilogy about three cousins. Toni uncovered a
family secret in "The House on Caro Street". Joely
found an unexpected advocate in "Cutting Dead
Roses". Brooke comes to a sobering realization in
"Leaving Ellensburg". The first two stories are set
in Sacramento and Danville, the third in a small
town in Iowa. All three are now available on Amazon Kindle.
http://www.amazon.com/Leaving-Ellensburg-Margie-Hamiltonebook/dp/B01AKVV1R4
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Member Events, News and Salutes (cont’d)
Dr. Maya Mitra Das’ first collection of short stories, Silhouettes
Time, takes us on imaginative journeys to exotic and sometimes
alien landscapes and introduces us to curious moments in time,
space, and memory.

of

Maya’s poetry has appeared in Tuesday’s Poetry, edited by Jerry
Ball and two narrative poems in What’s in a Name, edited by
Elaine Starkman. Her fiction has appeared in Tremors: Short
Fiction by California Writers, and she has authored several
scientific publications.
www.lulu.com/shop/search.ep?keyWords=Silhouettes+of+Time&type=

(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((

Revamping Our Branch Website:

cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com

You have the opportunity to show some of your work on our website. We have author pages where
Andrew can place pictures of the covers of two of your books, list a limited number of articles or contest wins,
plus put a link to your own website where of course you can go on at length about yourself and your writing.
Andrew Benzie and Lyn Roberts are working to update existing member listings and adding new ones as you
let them know about your publications. Contact Lyn at editingonline@astound.net to add or update your
information.
See https://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/members-a-d/ for an example of what can be posted.

.

Advertising in The Literary Review
Writing-related, print-ready, paid advertising may be accepted for the Literary Review.. Space is limited and
will be accepted on a first-come, first-served basis. The editor reserves the right to reject ads which may not be
appropriate. All ads submitted must be self-edited, print-ready, and will be published as received. For details,
see: http://calwriters.org/literary-review/#advertise
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Meet Our New Member
Dita Basu (aka Anindita Basu), who is originally from India, lives in
Walnut Creek with her husband of 40 years. Dita writes both in her
mother tongue, Bengali, and in English. She wrote a collection of short
stories in Bengali which won the 2002 UTSAB Award in Calcutta. The
collection was published in 2003. Her short story in English, The Glass
Bangles, won an Honorable Mention in the Katha Short Story Contest
in 2003 and was published in India Current magazine.
https://www.indiacurrents.com/articles/2002/10/03/the-glass-bangles
Her recent work What’s in a Name, published in 2014, appears with 23 authors of the
OLLI Writing Group
After retiring from her teaching career, Dita now passionately explores her artistic side
in making jewelry and she loves to spend time playing with her grand kids. But most of
all, she loves to write.

Have You Been Profiled?
The Mount Diablo Branch’s newsletter, The Write News, publishes brief (@ 400 words) member
biographies which might include one’s education, writing experiences and a picture of you/your book. It is
a great way to acknowledge and become acquainted with one another.
To be profiled, please contact membership chair Marlene Dotterer at cmdotterer@gmail.com

Elizabeth Koehler-Pentacoff and Sarah Wilson Present:
Make 'em Laugh!
Write Funny: Learn Comedy Tips and Techniques for Students in Grades 6 - 8
Who: Students in Grades 6 - 8
When: Feb. 20, 2016, 9:00 - Noon
Cost: FREE!
Where: Walnut Creek Public Library, 1644 N. Broadway, 925 977-3340
What makes readers laugh? How can YOU create humor in your writing? Develop quirky, funny characters
through games, writing tips, techniques and exercises so you'll produce a humorous plot, action and dialogue in
a terrific, page-turning story.
Two professional children’s authors who love writing share their best secrets on writing! You’ll get a chance to
ask questions about the publishing world, write, play games, meet other writers, and discover how YOU can
enter your stories and poems in the California Young Writers Contest!
Led by children’s authors Sarah Wilson and Elizabeth Koehler-Pentacoff.
Visit them at www.sarahwilsonbooks.com and www.lizbooks.com
Bring pen and paper and get ready to WRITE!
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Writers Craft Tables at Feb 13 Meeting:
The Writers Table meetings start with sign in and last until the regular meeting
begins, 11:15 - before lunch. We provide separate table(s) for the discussion.
Interested members pull up a chair to join the group. Some discussion leaders
have hand-outs; others ask questions and share their thoughts on the topic.
Lee Paulson handles the details and calls for the last question.

February 13 -

"Best Critique Methods" Discussion leader Aline Soules

Table 1

"Connecting With Your Inner Muse" Discussion leader Maura Torkildson Table 2
Contact Lee if you have writing, marketing, or publishing tips, or general advice to share with other members.
You don’t have to be an expert. What works for you? Contact:

rleepaulson@sbcglobal.net

Our Upcoming Programs
2016
Feb 13

Roy Mash

Words to Woe By

Mar 12

C.S. Lakin

The Twelve Fatal Flaws of Writing –Workshop

April 9

Tamim Ansary

Why Do We Write?

May 14

Heather Mackey

Young Writers Awards Banquet

June 11

LeAnne Krusemark

Summer break July and August 2016

Sept 10
Oct 8

Marilyn Atlas

If you’ve heard a good speaker having to do with writing or publishing, send details to Jill Hedgecock:
hedgewriter@sbcglobal.net
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Advertising in the CWC Bulletin
Ads must be self-edited, print-ready, and will be published as received. Deadlines for ads:
Spring (mid-February):
Friday, January 29, 2016
Summer (mid-August):
Friday, July 29, 2016
Winter (mid-November): Friday, October 28, 2016
The Bulletin reserves the right to decline material deemed inappropriate at the discretion of the editor-in-chief.
See further details on our website: www.calwriters.org/advertising-in-the-bulletin/
Email ads as a jpg file to:

advertisingCWC@gmail.com

100-Word Stories Are Back – send in yours
Bird Song
by

Ellen Aubry
I reached in the cage and grabbed the bird crushing out its life. Tiny bones snapped like twigs and
yellow down fell softly through a shaft of sunlight. She bought it for its song when she knew I loved a
quiet house. She trilled with it all day, matching its song and smiling, the two of them happy together.
I could not bear the smile that had ceased its benediction on me. From behind I heard a faint trilling
of notes and turned to stop them. A bullet snapped my spine and I fell to the floor in silence.

Walking
by

Ellen Aubry
She reached down and snapped the leash onto her dog’s collar. It fastened with a solid click and
she could feel the dog’s fur under her fingers. It was as soft and golden as the day she adopted her
as a puppy. That had never changed. What was different was the gray around the muzzle and the
limp in the step. She opened the door and they went out, pausing as the dog filtered the scene
through cataracts before starting to move. There would not be many more walks.

February 2016

The Write News

Page Eight

Things to Do
(The following items are informational only and do not imply endorsement of product or service)

The CWC is a full sponsor of and will have a booth at the 2016 San Francisco Writers
Conference at the Mark Hopkins Hotel, Thurs-Sun, Feb 11-14, 2016. We’re pleased to have
a presence at this event that mirrors the mission of own organization: to educate,
encourage, and support writers, help them build networks, and introduce them to writers,
agents, publishers, and fellow creative spirits. Their website is: https://sfwriters.org/
Thanks to the NorCal region for heading this up

The Berkeley Bay Area Book Festival is held on closed-off downtown streets and is open to the
public. NorCal is offering an opportunity for author members (of CWC) who work the Bay Area
Book Festival booth to sell their own books. (To do that you will need a separate Seller’s
Permit. Just an early ‘heads-up’!)
Bay Area Book Festival website: http://www.baybookfest.org

• The California Historical Society (CHS) seeks submissions of book-length manuscripts that
make an important contribution to scholarship and to the greater community by deepening
public understanding of some aspect of California history. The 2016 CHS Book Award carries
a $5,000 author advance for the winning manuscript and publication by CHS/Heyday, with an
awards ceremony, promotion, and an author tour. Deadline: May 1, 2016. Find more at:
https://heydaybooks.com/chsbookaward/..

• Submissions are open from January 15, 2016 to March 31, 2016 for The Masters Review
Anthology. They are “looking for today’s top emerging writers. Guidelines include: previously
unpublished works of fiction and narrative nonfiction only, up to 7000 words, multiple submissions
allowed, $20 reading fee.
Ten published authors will each receive a $500 award, national publication, and exposure to over
50 literary agencies. The book is published in the fall. See more at
https://mastersreview.com/anthology/ .
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More Things to Do
These are NOT endorsements, just ideas for you to investigate for yourself. Some options are
expensive so be sure you know what you’re signing up for.

Check out the Lafayette Library and Learning Center. www.lllcf.org/
(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((

The 13th Oregon Coast Children’s Book Writers Workshop July 11-15, 2016 “right beside the
ocean, overlooking giant rocks where sea lions lounge and snort. Eagles soar overhead. Whales
spout.” Instructors are authors, editors from major houses, and an agent. www.occbww.com.
(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((

300 Days of Sun Publishes Authors From the Southwest
This is a student-run, print literary journal at Nevada State College. The website is www.300daysofsun.com and the
page to submit works is www.300daysofsun.submittable.com/submit
(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((

Enter The South Bay Branch’s Anthology Invitation
Prompting Collaboration by Patrick McQueen President, South Bay Writers
Imagine collaborating with fellow authors to tell the story of a one-dollar bill. Write a
short story in the genre of your choice. Include a dollar bill in your story.
With 50 acceptable submissions, Patrick would love to edit selected short stories
together into an anthology that reads as a linear narrative about a dollar bill and the
many lives it has touched. South Bay Writers writing prompts are available on our
website at www.southbaywriters.com/wordpress/writing-prompts/
Your contribution will be both an independent short story accredited to you and also serve as a chapter in the overall
narrative. Prompt submissions are welcome from any visitor to our site, but only those submitted by valid members
of the California Writers Club will be considered for publication in an anthology. By submitting, you are providing
your permission for us to publish your work. Send queries or submissions to prompts@southbaywriters.com
Submissions must be formatted and edited as though they were being sent to an agent. Give us your polished
best work. Submissions should be formatted as a text or MS Word attachment. Times New Roman 12 font preferred.
Accepting your submission is not a guarantee your submission will be published.
(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
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Young Writers Contest Fundraising
Sponsored by

The California Writers Club, Mount Diablo Branch
Please consider joining one of the following donor clubs to benefit our programs in support of
young writers. Your tax-deductible gift will appear in the contest program in May, and in the Mount
Diablo CWC newsletter every month in the year you donate. Or remain anonymous if you prefer!
The Jack London Founder’s Circle ($500+)

The John Steinbeck Society ($250 - $499)

Jan and Lee Paulson
The John Muir Member Club ($150 - $249)

The Ina Coolbrith Laureate Club ($100 - $149)

Karen Tenney - for the Betty Tenney Essay Prize, in honor of
Elizabeth Mackintosh Tenney

Ken Kerkhoff
Elizabeth Koehler-Pentacoff
Elisabeth Tuck - toward the humor award
The Mary Austin Writers Club ($50 - $99)

The Helen Hunt Jackson Group ($25 - $49)
James Wiseman

Edward Stanislowski
David George
Kathy Urban
Sheryl Ruzek
The Gertrude Atherton Guild ($10 - $24)

Other

Al Garrotto
Other (cont’d)
Melanie Denman
Ken Kerkhoff
Roger Paulson
Christine Tomerson
Carol Hebert
Al Garrotto

Kai Rahbek
Kevin Dunne
Cathy Turney
Donna Cook
Susan Pace-Koch
Sean Hazlett
Charla Gabert
Ana Galvan

Sheryl Ruzek
Sheryl Mosher
Maya Das

Phyllis Nagle
Jill Hedgecock

Sarah Wilson
Gus Kritikos
Liz Koehler-Pentacoff Julia Novak
Dorothy Edwards
Ann Steiner

Leslie Rupley
Colleen Gonzalez
Lucy Hart
Patty Northlich

Kathryn Berla
Katherine Billici
Sherida Bush

Contra Costa County middle school students who enter the Young Writers Contest are eligible for cash prizes in short
story, poetry, essay/personal narrative, and humor. Contest submissions are free. Check our branch website for details:
cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/young-writers-contest/
The Mt. Diablo Branch hosts an awards luncheon in May of each year.
All program expenses are supported by individual donations and grants. Thank you for considering membership in one of
the above donor clubs.
**********************************************************************************
Please list my membership in the following donor club:
Name

Address

City/State/Zip
Phone

E-mail

Amount enclosed: $
_Acknowledge my gift in honor/memory
of:
Or via PayPal click “buy now” on the Mt. Diablo website
http://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/next-program/. Please add the $2 transaction fee

Make a check payable to: CWC Mt. Diablo Branch. And mail to:
CWC Mt. Diablo Branch, P.O. Box 606, Alamo, CA 94507 Attention: Young Writers Contest

