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BRANCH MEETING AND LUNCHEON 
Saturday June 11, 2016 - 11:15am to 2:00pm 

 

“Writing Irresistible Query Letters”  
 

With 
 

LeeAnne Krusemark 
 
 

 
 

The only thing that stands between your manuscript and a publisher is your query letter. We’ll talk about 

everything from basic formatting to proper submission. We’ll also discuss what to put into your query and more 

importantly, what to leave out to maximize interest and make sure every word counts. Remember, it doesn’t 

matter how good your manuscript is if agents or publishers don’t get past the query. 
 

LeeAnne is an adjunct online Professor of Publishing for Harvard and more than 1,000 other facilities 

worldwide, and is a nationwide speaker on the topic. She is also a former journalist, editor, and managing 

editor of newspapers, as well as an author of countless magazine articles and several business books. LeeAnne 

recently authored a screenplay that Hallmark has expressed an interest in and she represents writers as an 

editor and agent.  

  

 
Sign-in starts at 11:15am. Luncheon 12 - 12:45 pm. Speaker 1- 2 pm at Zio Fraedo’s Restaurant: 611 Gregory Lane, Pleasant Hill. $25 

members, $30 guests. Reservation deadline: noon, Wednesday, June 8th. To reserve, contact Robin at 

cwcrobin.gigoux@yahoo.com, leave a message at 925-933-9670, or sign up via PayPal: click “buy now” on the Mt. Diablo 

website, http://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/next-program/. Add $2 transaction fee. If you need to cancel, do so before noon on 

Friday, June 10 to avoid having to pay. 
CWC is an IRS 501-c3 non-profit charitable organization (ID 94-6082827). Donations are fully deductible to the extent of the law.  
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What we will cover in our session: 
 

 What to include and what to leave out 

 How to establish credibility in your query 

 How to make sure your query doesn't end up in the slush 
pile 

 

 Why even self-published authors should develop a query 
letter 

 

 How to create an effective author "elevator pitch" to use 
in your query.  
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President Elisabeth Tuck 

 
Marlene Dotterer successfully learned to use Submittable at the last minute and 
pulled off a great Young Writers Contest this year. The branch should be very proud. 
The excitement of the young writers who attend the awards luncheon is so much fun 
to witness. At the meeting we didn’t hold the quiz questioning items in the winners’ 
submissions, but the binders holding them were out and the tables were mobbed with 
readers. Winners liked the binders so much they wanted to take them home!   
 

This year we asked the judges for each category to hand the certificate and cash 
envelope to the winners in the category they judged. Lyn Roberts contacted the 
judges and at the meeting arranged the paper work so all went smoothly.  Al Garrotto 
designed and printed the brochures for the meeting.  It takes many hands to make it all 

seem effortless, and I thank all involved.  
 

The slate of officers will be voted on at the June meeting.  Marlene Dotterer will run for president.  The rest of the 
officers on the slate are as current:  Bob O’Brien, VP; Lucy Hart, treasurer; Judy Ingram, secretary.  Newbies at 
the beginning of this CWC year which runs July –June, Lucy and Judy have handled their hard-work roles, tracking 
money and tracking ideas and tasks, really well. 
 

I’ll stay on as newsletter editor (for those of you who read it!) I’ve enjoyed my stints as president and appreciate 
the positive feedback, but I need time off for good behavior! 
 

Don’t forget to renew your membership.  Fill out the form on p. 7 and mail it in. Starting July 1 David George will 
be our membership chair so if you haven’t had a profile published, please contact him. 
 
 

 
 

 

Next board meeting:  June 11, 10:00 – 11:00 am at Zio Fraedo’s. 

If you would like to learn more about the CWC board and, by extension, our Mt. Diablo branch, 

you are welcome to attend the board meeting.   
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 AWARDS  
 

Danard Emanuelson Receives the 2016 Distinguished Service Award 

 
Every year since 1999, Mt. Diablo Branch has honored a member who has provided 

outstanding service in one or more areas of great importance to the branch. We now have the 

pleasure of presenting our 2016 Distinguished Service Award to Danard.  

 

Board member Danard Emanuelson has been a CWC member since 1989 and served as 

secretary then treasurer of our branch before assuming the role of Logistics Chairman. 

His job is to keep members happy with restaurant location, food quality, and price. He 

makes arrangements for any special event the branch undertakes. Mt. Diablo has 

enjoyed an excellent relationship with Zio Fraedo’s since 2008, after Danard scoped out 

over a half dozen restaurants in the area. 

 

Danard is our link to Tony, owner of Zio Fraedo’s, negotiating annually on our behalf to 

keep the lunch price down, as well as accommodating each meeting’s needs such as a 

screen, extra tables, early board meetings, breakfast or lunch workshops, etc. 

 

Danard had the Reserved Parking sign made up and, regardless of whether he is able to 

stay for a meeting, he shows up each month to put out the sign so the speaker doesn’t have to haul equipment 

and books from the far reaches of Zio’s lots or the Walgreens parking lot next door.  Additionally Danard 

ensures the number cards are on the tables so we have an orderly release to the buffet instead of pandemonium!  
 

Assault on the Crown, an exciting story of the theft of the crown jewels from the Tower of London, by Danard 

is available in paperback at Amazon. In 2011 he published a re-edited version as an e-book titled The Irish 

Assault, available at Smashwords, Apple, the Nook, and others. 

 

“I am grateful for the opportunity CWC has provided over the years to learn all I can about the craft of writing 

and the complicated process of publishing and selling a book. The added experience of networking with fellow 

writers is a special benefit. I am certain the branch will continue to provide the same high level of information 

in the years to come.” 

 

 
 

Advertising in the statewide CWC Bulletin 
 

Ads must be self-edited, print-ready, and will be published as received. Deadlines for ads: 
 

Summer (mid-August):  Friday, July 29, 2016  
Winter (mid-November):  Friday, October 28, 2016 
 

The Bulletin reserves the right to decline material deemed inappropriate at the discretion of the editor-in-

chief. See further details on our website: www.calwriters.org/advertising-in-the-bulletin/  
 

Email ads as a jpg file to:  advertisingCWC@gmail.com 
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Member Events, News and Salutes 

 

 
Cathy Turney’s book, Laugh Your Way to Real Estate Sales 

Success: For Real Estate Agents, Wannabes, UsedToBes, & Those Who Love Them! 

won the 2015 Gold National, and Silver International, Best Business Book of the 

Year Awards from the American Business Association. 50% of the proceeds of this 

book are donated to Farm Sanctuary, the Alameda County Food Bank, and Norcal 

Poodle Rescue. 

Cathy has been a Mt. Diablo member for several years and is also the author of Dog 

Stories, Hilarious Tales of a Codependent Pet Owner.  

       Both books available on Amazon Kindle and paper  

 

 

(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((( 
 
 

Mt. Diablo Branch Slate of Officers for Next Year2016- 2017 

 
The board has approved the following slate of officers, which the membership will be asked to vote on at the June 11 

meeting: 

 

President:  Marlene Dotterer 

Vice President:  Bob O’Brien 

Secretary: Judy Ingram 

Treasurer:  Lucy Hart 

 
 
 

(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((( 
 
 
 

Learning without leaving your chair 
Check out our Mt. Diablo website: https://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com maintained by Andrew Benzie. 

In the black band under the picture of Mt. Diablo on the homepage, find the 4 “Members” sections.  

Members who have sent Lyn Roberts their information are listed by surname in these sections and often there’s 

a link to their webpage/blog.  Several members’ blogs discuss issues/advice relating to writing, publishing, and 

marketing. VERY HELPFUL! 
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UPCOMING  PROGRAMS 

 
 
 
 

June 11 

LeeAnne Krusemark 

“Query Letters and 

More” 

Journalist, author, speaker, professor, editor, and owner of a public 

relations business who teaches an online class, A Beginner's Guide to 

Getting Published. 

  Summer break July and August 2016 
 

 

 

2016 

Sept 10  
Anita Amirrezvani 

(topic TBD) 

Persian-American teacher and author of Blood of Flowers and Equal 

of the Sun  

Oct 8 
Marilyn Atlas   

(topic TBD) 
Los Angeles Talent/Literary Manager and Producer  

Nov 12 
Joan Morris 

(topic TBD) 

Joan has been a journalist with the Contra Costa Times (now The East 

Bay Times) since 1988 where she wrote columns/articles on varied 

subjects such as death and dying, weight loss, and two Super Bowls.  

In 2013 when Gary Bogue retired, she took over his pets and wildlife 

column.  Joan is a fun, entertaining, and informed speaker to local 

groups. 

Dec 10 

Three of Our Own 

“Resources for 

Writers” 

 

 

 

  

 2017 

Jan 14   

Feb 11 

Meghan Ward 

“Writer 

Consortiums/ 

Co-ops” 

An award-winning writer and book editor. She writes book reviews for 

the San Francisco Chronicle and has been published in: 7×7 

Magazine, San Francisco Magazine, the San Francisco Examiner, the 

Oakland Tribune, and the anthology, It’s So You: 35 Women Write 

about Personal Expression Through Fashion and Style. In 2007, she 

won a first prize for Travel Writing for Field Report.com.  

March 11 

Stuart Horowitz 

“Finish Your Book 

in Three Drafts” 

 

Rhode Island resident Horowitz has trademarked The Book 

Architecture Method. He’s an expert on book structure and revision, 

answering questions such as: When do I need a book editor? How is 

that different from a book doctor? Should I pursue self-publishing? 

How do I know when my book is done? 

 

 
 

If you hear an author, editor or publisher speak and you think they are an informative and good speaker who would 
make a good presenter for Mt. Diablo, please contact Jill Hedgecock hedgewriter@sbcglobal.net.   
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Thanks to good teachers, dedicated students and Mt. Diablo CWC volunteers !!! 

 

 

 

Will meet: Monday, June 13 at 7:00 PM 

This month's selection is Gabriel Garcia Marquez's One Hundred Years of Solitude. 

Join them the second Monday of every month to read or re-read and discuss the classics. 

 

 
 

 
We are rounding third base with the selection phase. At least three readers will have seen each anonymous piece in 
batches of 6, written comments, given each a grade, and returned them to Dave LaRoche. Judges do not consult 
with each other and recuse themselves if they happen to recognize an author’s work. 
 
Last year’s publication contained 19 prose pieces. We have a full page of ads this time leaving less room for artistic 
content. 

 
Soon Dave will do a “global rack-up,” selecting pieces with the highest grades according to three different judges. 
He will see how they fit into the 44 pages (less the cover, admin and ads). After that, editors will review the 
proposed layout and suggest copy edits. The goal is to publish at the end of June, then mailing after that. Altogether 
this is a $7,000 cost to CWC, not to mention countless volunteer hours. 
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Time to Renew/Join Mt. Diablo CWC 
 

Please complete the online form at https://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/membership/ and 
use PayPal to pay, or find this form at the same location, fill it out and include it with your $45 
annual membership ($25 for dual membership) renewal payment.  Please make sure we have 
correct information about you. If hand writing, please PRINT clearly! (ed. Note: If you are a 

member and there are no changes to your information, you can just mail a check or credit info to the address below or 
hand it in to the membership chair, Marlene Dotterer, or the treasurer at check in.  In either case, mark it MEMBERSHIP 
RENEWAL so it goes to the right person.)  To apply for a new membership, follow the directions on the membership 
page on the Mt. Diablo website shown above.  
 

Last Name     First Name       

Street Address      City_     

State Zip   Phone Number    

Email        Membership Category:  Active___Associate____ 

Supporting____Youth Affiliate_____  

Principal Genre  Additional Genre(s)        
 

Payment Information 

You can renew your membership via check or credit card by following the instructions below. Note that 

payment via credit card requires a $2 credit card transaction fee making the payment a total of $47. 
 

Payment by check 

Make your $45 check payable to “CWC-Mt. Diablo Branch.” 
 

Payment by credit card 

Please provide the following information: 

Credit Card # Expiration Date (month/year)     Name as 

it appears on the credit card     
Billing zip code  Security code on back of card   
 

Donation to the Young Writers Program 

  Check here if you would like to donate to the Young Writers Program.  Add amount to your $45 

membership renewal. 
 

Mail this completed form (with a check or credit card info) to: CWC-

Membership, P.O. Box 606, Alamo, CA-94507. 

 
Security Note:  Membership information is not made public at any time. 

 

Thank you for renewing your membership in the CWC-Mount Diablo Branch. 

If you have questions, contact Marlene Dotterer via email at cmdotterer@gmail.com. 

 
Renewal Year: 2016-2017 Revised 4/27/2015 
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FIVE GREAT THINGS AT THE JUNE 11 MEETING 

WRITERS TABLE before the meeting 
 

Sign in at 11:15 and join Andrew Benzie for “What’s in a Title?” a discussion 

about choosing a gripping title for your book.  Bring proposed titles for your 

books to talk over or just come and listen and ask questions. 

 

 

 

BUCK-A-BOOK before and after the meeting: 

Bring your barely browsed books for others to buy at $1 each.   

 

Bring gently used books or audio books and put them out for other members to 

pick up for a buck donation to the branch. Buy books you might like to read. This 

is not a sale of books you've written unless you're willing to let them go for a $1 

and donate that to the branch. The money raised helps the Young Writers Contest, 

one of the really good things our branch does for the community. 
 

The sale runs on the honor system. Bring your books, bags, and bucks to toss in the 

basket. Browse and buy before lunch. Bag your purchases and your unsold books and take them back home 

with you.  
 

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD during the meeting 

 
 
 Danard Emanuelson 
 
 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP PRIZE DRAWING during the meeting 

 

Join the Mt. Diablo branch or renew your membership before May 31.  One lucky member will 

receive the equivalent of a $25 discount on a regular meeting (therefore free) or workshop ($15 

balance).  
See directions on p. 7 

 
 
 

 

 

A GREAT SPEAKER on query letters and elevator pitches 
 

LeeAnn  Krusemark 
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Statewide CWC Annual Summer Picnic 
 

Fire Circle picnic tables, Joaquin Miller Park, Oakland 
•  SATURDAY, JULY 23, 2016 1 – 4 pm 

 

Club lore is that the 

founding of CWC 
emerged in part from 
picnics and the 

companionship of Jack 
London and his writing 

friends in the Oakland 
Hills home of Joaquin 
Miller. Over the next 

few decades, CWC 
helped build the 

Woodminster 
Amphitheater, Writers 

Memorial Grove, and 
the Cascades stairs in 
the park. Thus CWC 

has a long relationship 
with Joaquin Miller 

Park.  
 

The Club provides hamburgers, hot dogs, buns, paper plates and condiments. Please bring a side 
dish (serving spoon/fork) to share. Bring your own liquid refreshments, but no hard liquor. 

Sodas, water, beer, and wine are okay. 
 

The cake decorating contest is fun. Put your thinking caps on and design a literary cake, 

cookies, brownies, etc. Popular last year were Elizabeth Barret Brownies. If you want to 
participate, decorate a cake, cookies, or whatever with a literary theme.  
 

We can have an open mike session. Bring something to read aloud. 
 

The picnic is free and open to all CWC members and their guests. Bring friends, 

spouses, significant others, etc.  
 

Directions: 

Check maps or use GPS.  Failing either: 
Take Highway 13, exit at Joaquin Miller Road and head east up the hill. The park will be on your 
left, the Cascades Stairs part way up the hill. The Fire Circle is walking distance from Joaquin 

Miller Road and there is plenty of parking along the 
road. People or signs will direct you to the Fire Circle. 

If you park in the parking lot inside the park, it is a 
long walk to the picnic site. The interior roads in the 
park are closed to the public beyond the ranger 

station. 
 

Join your fellow CWC members for an afternoon of 
food and fellowship in the historic park where CWC 

was born over a century ago. There is shade but 
bring a hat and sunscreen.   
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Young Writers Contest Fundraising 
Sponsored by 

The California Writers Club, Mount Diablo Branch 
 

Please consider joining one of the following donor clubs to benefit our programs in support of 

young writers.  Your tax-deductible gift will appear in the contest program in May, and in the Mount 

Diablo CWC newsletter every month in the year you donate.  Or remain anonymous if you prefer! 
 

The Jack London Founder’s Circle ($500+) The John Steinbeck Society ($250 - $499) 

Jan and Lee Paulson 
 

The John Muir Member Club ($150 - $249) The Ina Coolbrith Laureate Club ($100 - $149) 

Judith Overmier for the poetry award Karen Tenney - for the Betty Tenney Essay Prize, in honor of 

    Elizabeth Mackintosh Tenney 

 Ken Kerkhoff 
 Elizabeth Koehler-Pentacoff 
 Elisabeth Tuck 
The Mary Austin Writers Club ($50 - $99) The Helen Hunt Jackson Group ($25 - $49) 

Edward Stanislowski James Wiseman 
David George 
The Gertrude Atherton Guild ($10 - $24) Other 

Al Garrotto         Kai Rahbek  Sheryl Ruzek                 Leslie Rupley 
Ann O’Connell-Nye   Sheryl Mosher  Colleen Gonzalez Kevin Dunne  
Mary Lacasse    Cathy Turney  Maya Das  Lucy Hart 
 
Other (cont’d)  Al Garrotto  Melanie Denman  Judith Marshall Ana Galvan 
  Ken Kerkhoff   Donna Cook   Phyllis Nagle   Sarah Wilson   Patty Northlich 

  Roger Paulson   Susan Pace-Koch  Jill Hedgecock  Paul Craig  Fran Cain 

  Christine Tomerson  Sean Hazlett   Liz Koehler-Pentacoff  Julia Novak          Katherine Billici 

  Carol Hebert   Charla Gabert  Dorothy Edwards Ann Steiner  Sherida Bush 
 

Contra Costa County middle school students who enter the Young Writers Contest are eligible for cash prizes in short 

story, poetry, essay/personal narrative, and humor. Contest submissions are free. Check our branch website for details: 

cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/young-writers-contest/ 
 

The Mt. Diablo Branch hosts an awards luncheon in May of each year. 
All program expenses are supported by individual donations and grants. Thank you for considering membership in one 

of the above donor clubs. 

******************************************************************************* 
Please list my name in the following appropriate donor club:    

Name  Address   

City/State/Zip        

Phone  E-mail  

Amount enclosed: $  _Acknowledge my gift in 
honor/memory of:        
Or via PayPal click “buy now” on the Mt. Diablo website 

http://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/next-program/. Please add the $2 transaction fee 

Make a check payable to: CWC Mt. Diablo Branch. And mail to: 

CWC Mt. Diablo Branch, P.O. Box 606, Alamo, CA 94507  Attention: Young Writers Contest 
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