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BRANCH MEETING AND LUNCHEON 
 

Saturday September 12, 2015  11:15 to 2:00pm 
Writing With Abandon 
Overcoming procrastination & learning how a goal & a deadline will pay off 

 
Grant Faulkner 

            
- The genesis of National Novel Writing Month  
- Why it's effective 
- The importance of realizing your creative dreams 
- How to banish one's internal editor 
- Published authors use the NaNoWriMo approach 
- The-100 Word Story  
 

 

Grant Faulkner, author and Executive Director of the annual National Novel Writing Month (NaNoWriMo) 
www.nanowrimo.org also co-founded The 100 Word Story, www.100word.org  His presentations are full of 
hints from workshops on improving the quality of writing fiction or nonfiction. 
 
“Good writing requires courage—first to give voice to the truth at the heart of every story, and then to share it with a 
world of readers. The only way to achieve that is through an openness of spirit that can feel dangerous . . . embracing 
vulnerability could unlock important doors for you, your writing, and your career.”  www.grantfaulkner.com   
 
This Bay Area resident thrives on empowering people to write. Two thousand classrooms receive free resources 
through the Young Writers Program while “Come Write In” libraries and bookstores glow with accomplishment. 

 
Faulkner’s stories and essays have appeared in a myriad of magazines and newspapers. He's recently finished writing a 
novel, a collection of short stories, and a collection of one-hundred word stories. He has taught writing at the university 
level and in Young Writers programs. For many years he worked in the National Writing Project to improve the teaching 
of writing in schools.  
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Sign-in starts at 11:15am. Luncheon 12 - 12:45 pm. Speaker 1- 2 pm at Zio Fraedo’s Restaurant: 611 Gregory Lane, Pleasant Hill. 
$25 members, $30 guests Reservation deadline: noon, Wednesday, Sept 9. To reserve, contact Robin at ragig@aol.com, leave a 
message at 925-933-9670, or sign up via PayPal:  click “buy now” on the Mt. Diablo website, 
http://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/next-program/.  Add $2 transaction fee. 

       CWC is an IRS 501-c3 non-profit charitable organization (ID 94-6082827). Donations are fully deductible to the extent of the law. 
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President Elisabeth Tuck 
 

Greetings again.  In the game of Tag-You’re-CWC-President, I won again. Sean Hazlett 
carried the baton through the last CWC year in spite of a job change early in his tenure 
that had him commuting for work a minimum of 3 hours a day. It wasn’t tenable for him 
to continue as our leader.   
In other news of branch change, Harlan Hague who was our treasurer, also found the 
commute from Stockton too much, but hung in there until Sean and David George found 
Lucy Hart to be our new treasurer. We also lost our invaluable secretary Barbara 
Bentley to the lure of true retirement and travel. Sean and Barbara secured Judy Ingram 
as our new secretary. 
Taking over in time for the planning meeting, we were faced with no vice president, no 
Young Writers Contest leaders (the talented duo of Jill Hedgecock and Christa Fairfield 
had pressing issues that prevented them from continuing to lead the contest), and the need 
to find a replacement for our stalwart webmaster, Aline Soules, who has enhanced and 

supported our existence in cyber space for many years. 
 
The good news is: We have volunteers for almost all the above needs. Sean talked with Bob O’Brien who agreed to be 
the vice president with a view to becoming president next year, so please be on your best behavior and don’t scare him 
off! 
Lyn Roberts has pulled together an excellent team for the Young Writers Contest. John Marvin, a mostly retired 
teacher, will chair the committee with his team of Robin Gigoux, our very well organized reservation chair and 
Katherine Bellici who said yes to Al Garrotto’s plea to help out and to Lyn’s gentle persuasion! 
Huge thanks to everyone who has stepped up, to those stepping down and to Lyn, Barbara, Sean, David and Al for 
facilitating all the changes. 
However there’s always room at the board meetings for observers, the maybe-I’d-like-to-
get-involved-ers, advisors, and the just plain curious. Join us. We meet 10:00 -11:00 before 
regular meetings unless there’s a workshop. Board meetings will always be noted in the 
newsletter. This is your branch too, and volunteer organizations can always use a helping 
hand.   
 

Sept 12, 10-11:15 am Zio Fraedo’s. 
 
 
 
 
 
CONTENTS 
p. 3-5   Member Events, News and Salutes  
p. 5        Writers’ Craft Table information, Buck-a-Book, a YWC fundraiser 
p. 6-8      Members Writing Advice 
p. 9        Orinda Books’ Local Author Program; Our Upcoming Speakers 
p. 10  Membership Renewal form 
p. 11-13 Member Book Reviews 
p. 13  Back Fence, Branch urls, Library Panels on Writing 
p. 14   Things to do; Have You Been Profiled? 
p. 15   Young Writers Contest donor page 

 
 

September  2015 The Write News Page Two 



 
 

 

 
Member Events, News and Salutes 

 
 
 
 
 
Elizabeth Koehler-Pentacoff's book, The Missing Kennedy: A Memoir of Family, 
Silence, and Transformation. Pre-orders are available from Bancroft Press.  The 
book will be released October 1, 2015. An article featuring the book will appear in a 
September issue of People Magazine. Throughout her childhood, Liz frequently visited 
Rosemary Kennedy, President John F. Kennedy’s sister. Why? Koehler-Pentacoff’s 
aunt, Sister Paulus Koehler, a Franciscan nun, was Rosemary’s devoted caregiver at 
St. Coletta in Jefferson, Wisconsin for fifteen years and her driver and travel 
companion for over thirty. For more information visit www.lizbooks.com 
 
 

Harvy Rochman, a Hollywood producer, contacted Don Maker asking for “treatments” 
(very elaborate proposals) he could submit to a large German production company 
(Prosiebensat1) which is looking to select 15 projects for serialization. In addition to 
Zenobia, Don told Harvey he had other projects: The Shakespeares and the Crown, 
which he’s been working on for a couple of years, and The Francs, for which he had 
some basic research. Prosiebensat1 will only accept up to 5 treatments from recognized 
industry professionals, and their deadline was August 3. They wanted dramas that would 
have international appeal, so historical fiction seems a good fit.  Harvey Rochman liked 
the screenplays, as he is a huge history buff.  
In addition, Harvey has called a couple of people he knows at Lifetime, The History 

Channel and other TV stations that produce their own content, so those are other possibilities. 
 
 
 
Camille Minichino released Cyclone, a book of short stories, this month.  In case 
you’re not familiar with our famous member, Camille received her PhD in physics, is on 
the faculty of Golden Gate University and teaches writing throughout the Bay Area.  She 
is a member of NorCal Mystery Writers of America, NorCal Sisters in Crime and CWC. 
She has published over 20 novels and many short stories and nonfiction articles.  As 
Camille Minichino, she has published the Periodic Table Mysteries.  As Margaret Grace, 
she writes the miniature mysteries.  The 8th, Manhattan in Miniature, was released in 
April.  As Ada Madison, she has published the Professor Sophie Knowles Mysteries.  As 
Jean Flowers, Camille is launching a new series, The Post Office Mysteries.  Death 
Takes Priority will be out in early November. See what else Camille is up to at 
www.minichino.com/    
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Member Events, News and Salutes (cont’d) 
 

 
 
 
Last month Margaret Hamilton and Camille Minichino published a book of short stories 
together entitled, Six Scattered Stories.  “From Sacramento, California, to a small town in 
Illinois, with stops in between, these stories expose a world of suspense, disillusionment, 
and family secrets. When a young boy compares fathers, his own comes up short; a writer's 
first mystery brings a real murderer into her life; deals are made and broken, all tales of the 
real and the unreal.” 
 
 

 
 

The California Stage Company will honor one young woman’s selflessness and 
determination during the darkest days of WWII by producing Joanna H. Kraus’ 
ANGEL IN THE NIGHT, directed by CalStage favorite Michael RJ Campbell 
(Marat/Sade, The Threepenny Opera.) The play is running August 21st thru September 
13th in the newly upgraded California Stage Theater space: 1723 25th St., Sacramento, 
CA 95816 

 

 
Under the pen name “Jon Cory”, Lee Paulson has had his story “Take Care on the 
Farfin” published in the anthology A Bard Day’s Knight.  His story synopsis is:  On a 
deserted beach, a sellsword (mercenary) knight, a spotted dwarf and a beautiful elf 
discover that there are worse things than being marooned.  
This is the third anthology in a series of young adult and adult fantasy books set in the 
medieval world of Fortannis. The book titles, A Bard's Eye View and A Bard in the Hand, 
are plays on medieval musical bards.  
LITERARY REFERENCE ALERT:  The name and the cover of A Bard Day's Knight are 
parodies on the Beatles Abby Road album and their song “A Hard Day's Night”. 
 

 
 

Beth Girshman, Senior Community Library Manager for the Orinda Library, accepted 
Ken Kirkhoff’s book, Paper Boat, and informed him that the Contra Costa Library will 
have its review committee determine whether it can be placed in the library system. 
That would take about two weeks. Beth also said the Orinda library will works with 
authors to help them promote their books. There is not a special program in place for 
local authors however she thought it is a good idea to create such a program. (Ed 
note: Thanks, Ken, for the connection and the information!) 
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Member Events, News and Salutes (cont’d) 
 
Jeff Paull began researched the 260-plus descendants of his great-grandfather, a Jewish immigrant to the US 
from Russia. The resulting book, The History and Legacy of the Polonsky and Paull Family in America, 
included up-to-date information about all 260-plus family members. One could call it a giant, extended-family 
memoir! 
 
In addition to his interest in Jewish history and genealogy, Dr. Paull is active in the 
field of genetic genealogy, and has published dozens of Y-DNA studies in which 
he identifies the genetic signature of some of Eastern Europe’s most renowned 
rabbinical lineages, including the the Savran-Bendery Chassidic dynasty, and the 
Polonsky and Katzenellenbogen rabbinical lineages. He presents his research 
papers in talks around this country and in Israel. 
 
 
 

 

WRITERS CRAFT TABLE    
 

Are you aware of our intermittent program: Writer’s Craft Table?  
 
The Writers Table is informal. When a member has writing tips to share, we provide a 
separate table for the discussion, and interested members just pull up a chair to join the 
group. Some discussion leaders have hand-outs; others just ask questions and share their 
thoughts on the topic. The Writers Table overlaps with registration. (11:15 - before lunch). 
Lee Paulson handles the details and calls for the last question.   

 
Contact Lee if you have writing, marketing, or publishing tips or general advice to share with other members.  

You don’t have to be an expert. What works for you? 

rleepaulson@sbcglobal.net 

 

 
Don’t forget BUCK-A-BOOK at the Sept 12 meeting. This is a chance to 
donate gently used books you've read and enjoyed and put them out for other 
members to pick up for a buck donation to the branch. And for you to buy books 
you might like to read. This is not a sale of books you've written unless you're 
willing to let them go for a $1 and donate that to the branch. The money raised 
helps the Young Writers Contest, one of the really good things our branch does 
for the community. 
 
This sale will run on the honor system. Bring your books and your own bags, 
bring out your bucks to toss in the basket, and browse and buy before lunch. Bag your purchases and any of 
your unsold books and take them back home with you. Any books left behind will be donated to a library.  
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MEMBERS’ WRITING ADVICE 
 

WRITING ADVICE FROM A WORKSHOP MANY MOONS AGO 
Shared by Barbara Bentley 

  
At the beginning of my writing journey at the age of forty-nine, I bravely ventured to Connecticut to attend a 
comprehensive writing workshop with a total of thirteen aspiring authors. It was a life-changing experience. 
One of the many nuggets instructor and published author Gary Provost taught us was to “hang posters on the 
wall” to keep us focused on our writing journey. Each one was sized at 2.5” x 3.75” and printed on construction 
grade paper so they could be stuck anywhere our eyes wandered to in our writing place. I believe these to still 
be true today and share them with you in the hope that you, too, will find a nugget or two to move your writing 
forward. Perhaps you’ll even want to “hang them on the wall.” 
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 MEMBERS’ WRITING ADVICE (cont’d) 
 
FROM JUDITH MARSHALL 

The Art of Writing Good Description 
 
I write fiction. What I like best is writing dialogue. What I like least is writing description. Whether it’s a person, place or 
thing, describing it in a unique and meaningful way is a challenge for me.  Here’s what I’ve learned over the years.

 
 

 
The purpose of fiction is to give your reader an emotional response. One of the tools I use is to make sure I include an 
emotional component in every description I write. I ask myself “What does my character feel when she or he 
sees/hears/senses/smell/tastes this?” Then the trick is not to say what the emotion is but to let it seep into the reader’s 
mind and body by way of the description. 
 
Here’s an example from my novel Husbands May Come and Go but Friends are Forever. My 
protagonist Elizabeth has had a stressful day at work and is meeting her partner for dinner. 
 
“As I sipped my drink, I allowed my mind to dwell only on good things: the pleasure of Sam’s 
company, his voice soft and strong, the relaxing warmth of the alcohol, the promising smells of 
roasted garlic and simmering marinara sauce." 

 
It’s not easy, but if you write description well, your reader may overlook other things you’ve 
done badly and still love your writing. 
 
 
 
FROM CAMILLE MINICHINO 
 

In each of my 9 miniature mysteries, I open with a paragraph like the following, where the reader 
wonders what the protagonist is doing, until she realizes it’s about miniatures. Here’s a sample 
from Book 1, chapter 1. 
Murder in Miniature by Margaret Grace 
 
I picked up the mahogany-framed sofa with my right hand and the gold balloon-back chair with 
my left. The seat of the sofa was royal blue, matching a hue in the busy pattern of the living room 
carpet, which lay in my lap, along with a dining room table and a chandelier. I held the furniture 
at arm's length and moved my head up and down, to find the section of my glasses that brought 
the pieces into focus. It didn't seem that long ago that I had twenty-twenty vision without glasses, 

let alone trifocals. Finally, I assembled the tiny pieces in my Victorian dollhouse. 
 
 
 

FROM J.D.BLAIR 
One of the most important aspects regarding our writing is not plot, character or 
scene development but self-confidence. Plot, characters and scene are all 
important to successful writing but proving to ourselves that we are writing 
important or interesting material makes everything else possible. If we don’t 
believe in what we’re producing or have confidence in the story what are the 
odds of ever achieving success? I believe that, published or not, the act of 
putting the words down and fulfilling the goal of storytelling builds confidence. 
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 MEMBERS’ WRITING ADVICE (cont’d) 
 
FROM JIM BEACH 
 
Here are two writing approaches that help me move forward, and which I wholeheartedly recommend. 
 

1. Write all the way through to the end of the first draft, before starting to edit.  
 
If thoughts occur to you for previous scenes or you come across something egregious that 
can use fixing, then by all means go back and add or rewrite. But do not let editing what is 
already written get in the way of the new material you will need to finish your first draft. And 
definitely don't go back just to fix the prose, or any other form of polishing for its own sake. 
Otherwise you risk putting effort into scenes you may not even keep, or may change 
beyond recognition, and if you've already invested a lot of effort, you can become attached 

to scenes and not make needed cuts. 
 
As Hemingway once said, "The first draft of anything is shit." Let it be so. Just have fun with it, and roll out to 
the ending. Then you can go back and start fixing. 
 
2. Be aware of the difference between "mysteries" and "unanswered questions". A 
reader will gladly follow a mystery if they're interested in it. But unanswered 
questions might just frustrate a reader and risk pulling them out of the spell you're 
casting.  

 
 

 
I'm not marketing my work. :-) I need to. I'm "building my brand" by throwing my general 
thoughts into social media, advising on story and structure, and podcasting. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FROM HEIDI YOUNG  
 

My best writing advice is to focus on the emotion. When I go to the tender, 
scraped-knee part of myself that doesn’t want to be touched and write from 
there, I write my best. This is what most people seem to identify with, and 
allows them to connect with my writing. All of the best, descriptive prose 
just leaves readers frustrated and wanting if there isn’t anything to give 
them emotional purchase. 
 
I’m currently writing a book about the experience of having quit my job at 

the age of 42 and sold my house to spend five years living and traveling in a motor home with only my dog for 
company. After taking a year off work, I now put gas in the tank by writing RV travel articles for Examiner.com; 
writing web pages, blog posts, and press releases for an RV tour company; and writing training courses as an 
instructional design consultant. 

 
  

September  2015 The Write News Page Eight
 



 
 

 
 
Orinda Books 
276 Village Square 
Orinda 94563 
www.orindabooks.com/ 
This independent Orinda bookstore has a local author program. Authors 
interested in having their books displayed on the “Local Author” shelf, pay a 
$30 non-refundable fee and sign a contract whereby the author provides 5 
copies of their book for display and sale. When a copy is sold, the store pays 
the author 60% and keeps 40%.  
A member said, “It’s nice to have your book displayed there, however, even if 
you sell a lot of them you won’t profit much. Your books are there on 
consignment; if they don’t sell you take them back.” 
Check out the link and look to the bottom right of the first page for their local author program. 

(ed note: The article above does not imply endorsement of product or service) 

 

 

OUR UPCOMING PROGRAMS 
 
 

  
Summer break July and August 

2015 

Date Speaker Background / Topic 
 
Sept 12 

 
Grant Faulkner 

 
The Power of Writing with Abandon (with goals in mind) 

 
Oct 10 

 
Amanda McTigue 

 
“Writing Emotion” Workshop 

 
Nov 14 

 
David Congalaton   

 
“Writing Rules of the Road” 

 
Dec 12 
 

 
Ann Steiner,  
Al Garotto,  
Lynn Goodwin 

 
The Three Ps on the Path to Publication: Prompts, Perfection 
and Platform 

 
2016 
 
Jan 9  

 
Tamara Monosoff 

 
How to Make it to No. 1 on Amazon 

 
Feb 13 

 
Roy Mash   

 
Words to Woe By 

 
Mar 12  

 
C.S. Lakin 

 
Editing Workshop 

 
April 9 

  

 
May 14 

  
Young Writers Awards Banquet 

 
June 11 

  

 

September  2015 The Write News Page Nine
 



 
 

 
 

It’s Membership Renewal Time 
 
Please complete the online form at https://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/membership/ and use 
PayPal to pay, or find this form at the same location, fill it out and include it with your $45 annual 
membership ($25 for dual membership) renewal payment.  Please make sure we have correct 

information about you. If hand writing, please PRINT clearly! (ed. Note: If you are a member and there are no changes to 
your information, you can just mail a check or credit info to the address below or hand it in to the membership chair, 
Marlene Dotterer, or the treasurer at check in.)  In either case, mark it MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL so it goes to the right 
person.)  To apply for a new membership, please follow the directions on the membership page on the Mt. Diablo website.  
 
Last Name     First Name      Street Address  
           City_  
  State  Zip   Phone Number   Email   
     Membership Category: Active ___Associate
 Supporting____Youth Affiliate  
Principal Genre  Additional Genre(s)        

 

Payment Information 
You can renew your membership via check or credit card by following the instructions below. Note that 
payment via credit card requires a $2 credit card transaction fee making the payment a total of $47. 

 
Payment by check 
Make your $45 check payable to “CWC-Mt. Diablo Branch.” 

 
Payment by credit card 
Please provide the following information: 

Credit Card # Expiration Date (month/year)     Name as it 

appears on the credit card     
Billing zip code  Security code on back of card   
 

Donation to the Young Writers Program 
  Check here if you would like to donate to the Young Writers Program.  Add amount to your $45 
membership renewal. 

 
Mail this completed form (with a check or credit card info) to: CWC-

Membership, P.O. Box 606, Alamo, CA-94507. 
 
Security Note:  Membership information is not made public at any time. 

 
Thank you for renewing your membership in the CWC-Mount Diablo Branch. 
If you have questions, contact Marlene Dotterer via email at cmdotterer@gmail.com. 

 
Renewal Year: 2015-2016 Revised 4/27/2015 
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BOOK REVIEWS BY MEMBERS 
 
FROM LESLIE RUPLEY 

Books by Mark Helprin are not for the literal-minded, the impatient, 
or the genre reader. I read In Sunlight and Shadow, all 720 pages, in 
deep rapture and in sessions of two hours or more. Every sentence is a 
jewel and a visual delight, and although I lingered over the prose, suspense 
drove me forward. 

The published summary in the following paragraph relates the 
action, but doesn’t do justice to the prose or the fairy-tale quality of Harry 
and Catherine’s love. Helprin’s descriptions of Harry’s love are luscious. 
There isn’t a woman I know who wouldn’t give all for Harry’s enveloping 
adoration. 

“In the summer of 1946, New York City pulses with energy. Harry Copeland, a World War 
II veteran, has returned home to run the family business. Yet his life is upended by a single 
encounter with the young singer and heiress Catherine Thomas Hale, as each falls for the other 
in an instant. They pursue one another in a romance played out in Broadway theaters, Long 
Island mansions, the offices of financiers, and the haunts of gangsters. Catherine’s choice of 
Harry over her longtime fiancé endangers Harry’s livelihood and threatens his life. In the end, 
Harry must summon the strength of his wartime experience to fight for Catherine, and risk 
everything.” 
Sam Sacks of The Wall Street Journal also relates my feelings. "In its storytelling heft, its moral 
rectitude, the solemn magnificence of its writing and the splendor of its hymns to New York 
City, the new novel is a spiritual pendant to "Winter's Tale," and every bit as 
extraordinary...Even the most stubbornly resistant readers will soon be disarmed by the nobility 
of the novel's sentiments and seduced by the pure music of its prose.                                                                

                                                                  
I’ve also read and enjoyed Helprin’s Refiner's Fire, Winter's Tale, and A Soldier of the Great War. 

 
 
 

FROM DENISE KALM 
In The Glass Cage Nicholas Carr talks about what automation has done to 
us. This is very important stuff in a world where people are being 
rendered worthless by machines. Carr also wrote The Shallows - What 
the Internet is Doing to Our Brains.  
 
    (PS: There’s  
    no mistake 
    with this picture 
    of the book) 
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BOOK REVIEWS BY MEMBERS (cont’d) 
 
From CECILIA PUGH 
I read The Light Between Oceans by Australian born M.L.Stedman, a 
female author. I was surprised to find out the author was female because 
the story's setting involves a lighthouse, island and events including war 
that shaped the character of the male protagonist as well as realistic 
descriptions of the mechanics of the light in the lighthouse and maritime 
conditions. The main characters who are honorable and torn between what 
is right and wrong make a desperate decision, which affects many people. 
This book I DID NOT want to put down. 

 
On Writing by Stephen King. I am not a fan of horror stories and have not 
read much of his writing, BUT...I did like reading how he became an author 
because his experience and suggestions were not lofty...they were realistic, 
stated with humor (that always gets my attention) and attainable. He could be 
my next-door neighbor speaking over the fence giving me advice. I found his 
words inspiring and as new author it gave me hope! 
 
Night by Elie Wiesel. I went to Israel in March and was 

affected by the Holocaust Museum, especially the memorial for the children who 
were killed. I wanted to read a story written by a survivor. Wiesel was a teen-
age survivor, number A-7713, who experienced unspeakable horrors in the 
concentration camp in Germany during World War II. The reader is right there. 
Nothing is held back. Deceptions, lack of trust, a horrific living situation, and 
daily threat of death worsen each day, yet he went on. One feels the slow 
ebbing away of a human soul: stripped of name, compassion, touch, hope, basic 
comforts, forced to do morbid work, and robbed of emotional and physical 
strength to give or care about anyone or anything. Powerful story!  

 
FROM HEIDI YOUNG 

 Some of the books that have impressed me recently include The Goldfinch 
by Donna Tartt. It’s raw, and honest, yet trickled with bits of beauty 
throughout. Tartt writes long trains of words that I wouldn’t be brave 
enough to attempt for fear of losing my readers, but they 
work. 
 
Anne Tyler’s A Spool of Blue Thread continues Tyler’s 
tradition of creating exquisite characters that seem like a 
friend or family member you know too well. 
 

 
Gillian Flynn’s trio of books, Sharp Objects, Gone Girl, and Dark Places are all dark objects. 
Normally I don’t like dark reads, but these captured and held my attention. Flynn’s main 
characters are so damaged and interesting, and her prose contains many creative phrases and 
insights to carry you through the tilt-a-whirl plots. 
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Here are our Mt. Diablo sites maintained by Aline Soules: 
Internet:  http://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com 
Twitter:  @cwcmtd 
Facebook:  CWC Mt. Diablo Branch 

Back Fence: to join contact Aline at soules@yahoo.com 

 
 

 
BOOK REVIEWS BY MEMBERS (cont’d) 
 
 
FROM JIM BEACH 
I'm finding a great amount of wisdom and insight in a nonfiction 
psychology text, The Fantasy Bond by Robert Firestone and R.D. 
Liang. This book offers a hypothesis centering on the illusion of 
connection formed with the mother and later with significant others 
in the individual's environment. 
 
 
 
 

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((( 
 

The Back Fen c e  
Don't forget to check out the Back Fence, our Yahoo online forum for 
branch members and guests from the Tri-Valley and Berkeley branches. 
Contact our Online Coordinator, soules@yahoo.com, for instructions on 
how to join. 
 
 
At The Fence you will find topics of interest to writers.  You can also 
sign up for Back Fence e-mail notifications. 
 
 

=========================================================== 
 
 
 
 
 

 

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((( 
  
 

If you’re interested in speaking about writing at 
an upcoming library event, contact Judith 
Marshall for details. 
judith.marshall@att.net  

 
 

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((( 
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THINGS TO DO 

(some of which are repeats from the May newsletter) 
 
 

Central Coast Writer’s Conference – dinner, multiple-creators panel, nine tracks, 55 workshops, 
booths, Sept 18-20 (http://cuesta.edu/communityprograms/writers-conference/)  
 
Central Coast Book and Author’s Fair, Pismo Beach, September 20, public admission free 
(www.CentralCoastBookAndAuthorFair.blogspot.com). 
 
The 13th Oregon Coast Children’s Book Writers Workshop July 11-15, 2016 “right beside the ocean, 
overlooking giant rocks where sea lions lounge and snort. Eagles soar overhead. Whales spout.” 
Instructors are authors, editors from major houses, and an agent. www.occbww.com. 
 
Publishing 101: The Publishers Weekly Introduction to Publishing & Self-Publishing by Rachel Deal. 
An original e-book selling for $1.99 from www.PublishersWeekly.com/Pub101  
 
 
 
 

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((( 
 

Need work as a writing teacher? 
 
Want work as a writing teacher? 
 
Visit http://writingpad.com/teacher/ 
 
Not right for you? Even so, it’s nice to know there are opportunities out there. 
Lynn Goodwin 
 

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((( 
 

 

Have You Been Profiled? 
The Mount Diablo Branch’s The Write News publishes new(ish) member profiles. They are brief (usually 
around 400 words) biographies of members, which might include one’s education, writing experiences and 
a picture of you/your book. It is a great way to acknowledge and become acquainted with one another. 
 
To be profiled, please contact membership chair Marlene Dotterer at cmdotterer@gmail.com 
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Young Writers Contest Fundraising 
Sponsored by 
The California Writers Club, Mount Diablo Branch 
 

Please consider joining one of the following donor clubs to benefit our programs 
in support of young writers.  Your tax-deductible gift will appear in the contest program in 
May, and in the Mount Diablo CWC newsletter every month in the year you donate.  Or remain 
anonymous if you prefer! 
 
The Jack London Founder’s Circle ($500+) The John Steinbeck Society ($250 - $499) 
Jan and Lee Paulson 
 
The John Muir Member Club ($150 - $249) The Ina Coolbrith Laureate Club ($100 - $149) 
 Elizabeth Koehler-Pentacoff 
 Elisabeth Tuck - toward the humor award 

Karen Tenney - for the Betty Tenney Essay Prize, In honor of 
      Elizabeth Mackintosh Tenney 

The Mary Austin Writers Club ($50 - $99) The Helen Hunt Jackson Group ($25 - $49) 
David George in honor of Elizabeth Koehler-Pentacoff 
Sheryl Ruzek 
Edward Stanislowski 
Kathy Urban 
 
The Gertrude Atherton Guild ($10 - $24) Other 
Ann O’Connell-Nye       Kathryn Berla  Carol Hebert   Julia Novak 

          Sean Hazlett  Sarah Wilson   Lucy Hart 
 Gus Kritikos  Liz Koehler-Pentacoff Patty Northlich 
Kai Rahbek  Sheryl Ruzek                 Leslie Rupley 
Kevin Dunne 
 

Contra Costa County middle school students who enter the Young Writers Contest are eligible for 
cash prizes in short story, poetry, essay/personal narrative, and humor. Contest submissions are free. 
Check our branch website for details: cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/young-writers-contest/ 

 
The Mt. Diablo Branch hosts an awards luncheon in May of each year. 
All program expenses are supported by individual donations and grants. Thank you for considering 
membership in one of the above donor clubs. 

 

********************************************************************************** 
Please list my membership in the following donor club:    

Name  Address   

 City/State/Zip        

 Phone  E-mail  

 Amount enclosed: $  _Acknowledge my gift in honor/memory 

 of:        
Or via PayPal click “buy now” on the Mt. Diablo website 
http://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/next-program/. Please add the $2 transaction fee 

 
Make a check payable to: CWC Mt. Diablo Branch. And mail to: 
CWC Mt. Diablo Branch, P.O. Box 606, Alamo, CA 94507  Attention: Young Writers Contest 
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