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CELEBRATING THE WINNERS OF OUR 
YOUNG WRITERS CONTEST 

Taking the Plunge: 
An Insider’s Tips for Writers 

Saturday May 9, 2015—11:00 am to 2:00 pm 
 
 

 

 

Marissa Moss has written more than fifty children’s books, from picture books to middle-grade and young 
adult novels. Best known for the Amelia’s Notebook series, her books are popular with teachers and 
children alike. Barbed Wire Baseball, her latest picture book, won the California Book Award gold medal. 
 
In 2012 Moss founded Creston Books. The first four books came out in fall 2013 to strong reviews 
(including a Kirkus star). Since then, the small press has earned three more Kirkus stars and one National 
Council for Teachers of Social Studies Notable. Each list has a good balance of picture books and older 
readers, debut authors and well-known names, and showcases the very best in children's books. 
 

 
 

 

 
Sign-in from 11:00-11:30am. Awards 11:30.  Luncheon and Speaker 12:15-2pm. Zio Fraedo’s Restaurant, 
611 Gregory Lane, Pleasant Hill. $20 members, $25 guests. Reservation deadline: noon, Wednesday, 
May 6th. Reservations: Robin Gigoux at ragig@aol.com or leave a message at: 925-933-9670, or sign up 
via PayPal—click “buy now” on the Mt. Diablo website http://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/next-
program/   and add a $2 transaction fee. 
If you sign up then need to cancel, you must do so before noon on Friday, May 8 or we will need to ask 
you for payment as we will be committed to the restaurant for your meal. 

CWC (charitable ID 94-6082827) is an IRS 501-c3 non-profit charitable organization. Donations are fully deductible to the extent of the law. 
 

  

Marissa will discuss: 

• What it takes to be a successful writer 
• Where ideas come from 
• Taking risks, making mistakes 
• Beginnings, Middles, Ends 
• Revision 
• Respecting your reader 
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President Sean Hazlett 
 
Can you believe we’re almost halfway through the year? Now is a great time 
as writers to assess how well we’re progressing towards our personal writing 
goals for 2015. Have you written half as many short stories or poems you 
promised to write for the entire year yet? Are you halfway through writing 
that novel? If not, you still have seven months left, but don’t delay. 
  
In addition to assessing our personal goals, this month is all about 
supporting our next generation of writers. Please join us on May 9th in 

celebrating and encouraging our local 6th, 7th, and 8th graders at our annual Young Writers 
Contest. 
  
I hope to see you all on May 9th! 

 
 

 
 

If you would like to learn more about the CWC board and, by extension, our Mt. Diablo 
branch, you are welcome to attend the board meeting at 9:30 am, before the May YWC 
awards banquet.   

 
 
 

Elections for board officers will be held at the June 13 general meeting. 
 

 
 
p.4:       Membership renewal guidelines 
p.3        Upcoming speakers 
p.5:     Statewide CWC picnic July 26, Joaquin Miller Park, Oakland 
p.7:       CWC “So You Want to Write a Book” at Walnut Creek Library May 14, 6:30 pm 
p.8:       Support our Young Writers Contest 
p.9-10:  Members’ Sales and Salutes 
p.11-12: California Authors Invited To Participate at Merced County Fair June 10-14, 2015 
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UPCOMING  PROGRAMS 
 
 

Date Speaker Background / Topic 

 
May 9 

 
Marissa Moss 

 
Publisher of Creston Books.  Editing/Revision Young 
Writers Contest Banquet.  
Come celebrate the upcoming writers! 

 
June 13 

 
Joshua Mohr 

 
“Plaracterization”:  Merging Plot and Character 

 

Summer break July and August 
 

Date Speaker Background / Topic 
 
Sept 12 

 
Grant Faulkner 

 
The Power of Writing with Abandon 

 
Oct 10 

 
Amanda McTigue 

 
Craft 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

WRITERS CRAFT TABLES    
 
We’re looking for members who have knowledge or skills associated with writing, 
reviewing/editing, publishing, cover design, etc.  If you do, and would like to share with members 
in a short, informal meeting before a regular meeting, contact Lee Paulson to volunteer: 

rleepaulson@sbcglobal.net 
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Check out our Mt. Diablo sites maintained by Aline Soules: 
Internet:  http://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com 
Twitter:  @cwcmtd 
Facebook:  CWC Mt. Diablo Branch 

Back Fence: to join contact Aline at soules@yahoo.com 



 
 

 
It Is Annual Membership Renewal Time 
 
Please complete the online form at https://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/membership/ 
and use PayPal to pay, or find this form at the same location, fill it out and include it with your 
$45 annual membership ($25 for dual membership) renewal payment.  Please make sure we 
have correct information about you. If hand writing, please PRINT clearly! (ed. Note: If you are 

a member and there are no changes to your information, you can just mail a check or credit info to the address 
below or hand it in to the membership chair, Marlene Dotterer, or the treasurer at check in.  In either case, mark it 
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL so it goes to the right person.)  To apply for a new membership, follow the directions on 
the membership page on the Mt. Diablo website.  
 
Last Name     First Name      Street 
Address             City_ 
   State  Zip   Phone 
Number   Email        
Membership Category: Active ___Associate Supporting____Youth Affiliate  
Principal Genre  Additional Genre(s)        

 

Payment Information 
You can renew your membership via check or credit card by following the instructions below. Note 
that payment via credit card requires a $2 credit card transaction fee making the payment a total of 
$47. 

 
Payment by check 
Make your $45 check payable to “CWC-Mt. Diablo Branch.” 

 
Payment by credit card 
Please provide the following information: 

Credit Card # Expiration Date (month/year)     

Name as it appears on the credit card     
Billing zip code  Security code on back of card   
 

Donation to the Young Writers Program 
  Check here if you would like to donate $5 to the Young Writers Program.  Add $5 to your $45 
membership renewal for a total of $50. 

 
Mail this completed form (with a check or credit card info) to: CWC-

Membership, P.O. Box 606, Alamo, CA-94507. 
 
Security Note:  Membership information is not made public at any time. 

 
Thank you for renewing your membership in the CWC-Mount Diablo Branch. 
If you have questions, contact Marlene Dotterer via email at cmdotterer@gmail.com. 

 
Renewal Year: 2015-2016 Revised 4/27/2015 
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Statewide California Writers Club Annual  
Summer Picnic 

 
Joaquin Miller Park in Oakland   
•  SATURDAY, JULY 25, 2015 1 – 4 pm 

 
 
Club lore is that the founding of the California 
Writers Club (CWC) emerged in part from picnics 
and the companionship of Jack London and his 
writing friends in the Oakland Hills home of Joaquin 
Miller. Over the next few decades, CWC helped to 
build the Woodminster Amphitheater, Writers Memorial Grove, and the Cascades stairs in 
the park. Thus we have a long and wonderful relationship with Joaquin Miller Park.  
 
So it just feels right to have our annual picnic at Joaquin Miller Park in Oakland at the Fire 
Circle Picnic Area on Saturday, July 25, 2015 beginning at 1:00 pm and closing around 4:00 
pm. We have to vacate the park by 5:00 pm. The Club will provide hamburgers, hot dogs, 
buns, paper plates and condiments. Please bring a side dish with extras to go around. Bring 
your own liquid refreshments, but no hard liquor. Sodas, water, beer, and wine are okay. 
 
We will have a cake decorating contest.  If you want to participate, decorate a cake, 
cookies, or whatever with a literary theme. 
 
There are bleachers at the Fire Circle, so we can have an open mike session. Bring 
something to read to your fellow picnickers. 
 
The picnic is open to all CWC members and their guests. So feel free to bring along friends, 
spouses, significant others, etc.  
 
Directions: 
Take Highway 13 and exit at Joaquin Miller Road and head up the hill. The park will be on 
your left. You will see the Cascades Stairs part way up the hill. The Fire Circle is close to 
Joaquin Miller Road and next to the Tot Lot in the area of the base of the Cascades. There is 
plenty of parking along JM Road. We are planning on having a couple of people holding 
signs pointing you to the picnic. If you feel that you really have to park in the parking lot 
inside the park, be advised that it is a long hike from the parking lot to the picnic site. The 
interior roads in the park are closed to the public beyond the ranger station. 
 
Make plans now to join your fellow CWC members for an afternoon of food and fellowship 
in the beautiful and historic park where CWC was born over a century ago. 

 
 

 
 
 

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((( 
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The Back Fence  
 

 
Don't forget to check out the Back Fence, our Yahoo online forum 
for branch members and guests from the Tri-Valley and Berkeley 
branches. Contact our Online Coordinator, soules@yahoo.com, for 
instructions on how to join. 
 
 
At The Fence you will find topics of interest to writers.  You can also 
sign up for Back Fence e-mail notifications. 
 

 
============================================================ 
 

 

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((( 
 

The May meeting is the YOUNG WRITERS CONTEST banquet. Come and see the winning 
submissions of our county middle school students.  On p. 8 is the YWC donation page. 

Please support our YWC. 

 
((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((( 

 
 

Have You Been Profiled? 
The Mount Diablo Branch’s The Write News publishes new(ish) member profiles. They are brief (usually 
around 400 words) biographies of members, which might include one’s education, writing experiences and a 
picture of you/your book. It is a great way to acknowledge and become acquainted with one another. 
 
To be profiled, please contact membership chair Marlene Dotterer at cmdotterer@gmail.com 
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TThhee  

WWaallnnuutt  CCrreeeekk  LLiibbrraarryy  

PPrreesseennttss  

 
The Mt. Diablo Branch of the California Writers 

Club (CWC)  
“So You Want to Write a Book” 

 
Three local CWC authors discuss their writing and publishing journeys and offer tips for 
aspiring writers 
 

Please join us at the Walnut Creek Library as we present a panel of block-buster local 
authors who will discuss their writing and publishing processes. A Q&A session follows as 
time permits.  Joining us will be: 
 
Dina Colman, MA, MBA (Four Quadrant Living: Making Healthy Living Your New Way of 
Life). An author and health coach, Dina devotes her time helping others around the world 
to live healthier, happier lives. Her non-fiction book is an Amazon Top 100 and has won 
10 awards.  
 
Melanie Denman (Visiting the Sins) Melanie is an eighth-generation Texan and former 
cattle rancher and commercial banker. Her novel was awarded the bronze IPPY for 
Regional Southern Fiction by the Independent Publisher Book Awards.  
 
Susan McClurg Berman (Maracaibo Oil Brat–Book One) Susan’s coming-of-age memoir 
depicts her eleven-year-old self as she struggles to make friends in Spanish-speaking, 
always hot, politically unsettled, oil rich Maracaibo, Venezuela during the late 1950’s.  In 
Maracaibo Oil Brat-Book Two, Susan learns not all boys are cootie-infested morons. Book 
two is expected to be released in October 2015.  
 

If you have an interest in writing and/or being 
published this is a “must-attend” event. 

 

Thursday, May 14th, 2015, 6:30 pm 
 

 

Walnut Creek Library 1644 N. Broadway, Walnut Creek, CA 94517  (925) 977-3340 
Walnut Creek Library Website 
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Annual Young Writers Contest 
Sponsored by 
The California Writers Club, Mount Diablo Branch 
 

Please consider joining one of the following donor clubs to benefit our programs in 
support of young writers.  Your tax-deductible gift will appear in the contest program in 
May, and in the Mount Diablo CWC newsletter every month in the year you donate.  Or remain 
anonymous if you prefer! 
 
The Jack London Founder’s Circle ($500+) The John Steinbeck Society ($250 - $499) 
Jan and Lee Paulson 
 
The John Muir Member Club ($150 - $249) The Ina Coolbrith Laureate Club ($100 - $149) 
      Elizabeth Koehler-Pentacoff 
      Elisabeth Tuck - toward the humor award 
 
The Mary Austin Writers Club ($50 - $99) The Helen Hunt Jackson Group ($25 - $49) 
David George in honor of Elizabeth Koehler-Pentacoff 
Sheryl Ruzek 
Edward Stanislowski 
 
The Gertrude Atherton Guild ($10 - $24) Other 
 Kathryn Berla 

Contra Costa County middle school students who enter the Young Writers Contest are eligible for cash prizes in 
short story, poetry, essay/personal narrative, and humor.  Contest submissions are free.  Check our branch 
website for details: cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/young-writers-contest/ 

 
The Mt. Diablo Branch hosts an awards luncheon in May of each year. 
All program expenses are supported by individual donations and grants. Thank you for considering membership 
in one of the above donor clubs. 

 

********************************************************************************** 
Please list my membership in the following donor club:    

Name  Address   

 City/State/Zip        

 Phone  E-mail  

 Amount enclosed: $  _Acknowledge my gift in honor/memory 

 of:        
 
Or via PayPal click “buy now” on the Mt. Diablo website 
http://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/next-program/. Please add a $2 transaction fee 

 

Make a check payable to: CWC Mt. Diablo Branch. And mail to: 
CWC Mt. Diablo Branch, 

P.O. Box 606, Alamo, CA 94507 
Attention: Young Writers Contest 
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Member Events, News and 
Salutes 

 

 

JUDITH INGRAM 
A speech Judith delivered to a writer's group last summer won 
the national Cicero Speechwriting Award in the Media category. 
Her entry, "Fan Into Flame Your Writing Gift," is essentially the 
same speech that she delivered to our CWC branch in December 
2011. The speech encourages writers to discover and use their 
own unique writer's voice and supports her thesis with the 
example of how she came to write and publish her book, A 
Devotional Walk with Forgiveness. 
 
Judy is very excited and grateful for this honor! She is also deeply indebted to our 
branch newsletter, where she saw the contest advertised and felt inspired to enter 
her speech!  
 
Here is the link to the 2015 Cicero speechwriting winners:  Cicero Vital Speeches, 
2015. Her speech is on page 15. 
 
 
SUSAN PACE-KOCH 

In the children’s picture book, A Pie for A Pig, the Pigs 
are speaking Chinese!  Soon to come:  Japanese and 
Spanish 
**Free Download** Children’s ebook style Language 
Learning App in the Apple iTunes Store. This is an 
English-Chinese bi-lingual interactive iPad App for 
children 4 to 7. limited-time offer:  

https://lnkd.in/bXGbp6b 
A Pie for a Pig - Bilingual Kids Story Chinese and English 
itunes.apple.com  
 
 
MICHAEL BANISTER 
The final version of my novel's website is now live.  On it you 
can read reviews, my short bio, the first chapter of the book, 
and ordering info.   www.stolenidentitynovel.com 
“Dushan's dreams had always been unusual, sometimes scary, 
sometimes exhilarating. His parents, who he thought had been killed in 
the Yugoslavian civil war, talked to him. When, the time for dreaming 
was past, he and his stepbrother embarked on a desperate attempt to 
escape their abusive step-father, who had stolen Dushan and planted 
the lie that his real parents were dead. The consequences were 
completely unexpected. 
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Member Events, News and 
Salutes (cont’d) 

 
 

KEN KERKHOFF 
Ken’s book, Paper Boat, has been released and is now available on 
Amazon http://www.amazon.com/Paper-Boat-Discovering-Master-
Storyteller/dp/1941713114 
 
Paper Boat, which is Ken’s first officially published book, is the 
combination of two memoirs. His good friend and co-author S. M. 
Pejathaya published five non-fiction books in India, and is a regular 
contributor to periodicals in the Bangaluru, Karnataka area. “Our paths 
crossed on the Deccan Plateau, southern India, working in agriculture, 
where I was a volunteer in the early 70’s.” 
Ken has been invited to speak at a library in Crosby, Minnesota next 
month 

 
 
 

ALINE SOULES 
Exploring Poetry at Clayton Community Library 

 
On Saturday, April 11, CWC Mt. Diablo author, Aline Soules, offered a 
poetry workshop to honor and celebrate poetry month.  A variety of 
“prompts” helped attendees to begin new writing and all braved the 
opportunity to share their work with each other.  Refreshments were 
provided by Diamond Terrace and the library’s own Doug Thomas, to 
enhance the experience. Since then, one of the attendees has begun 
writing again on her own and shared a couple of her poems with Aline, 
who found it a special reward for conducting the workshop.  It was also a 
great reminder that no matter how long ago you last wrote, today’s the 
day to begin again. 
 
 

LESLIE RUPLEY 
Forthcoming memoir, I Remember Childhood. Free preview from the 
author of Beyond the Silk Mills at http://us3.campaign-
archive2.com/?u=a4477173c2480d1acfe5bdf56&id=ba430d1e15&e=e665
22343c 
 
Readers can subscribe to Leslie’s newsletter at 
 http://www.leslierupley.com to get future editions.  
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MERCED COUNTY FAIR  
JUNE 10 – 14,  2015 CALIFORNIA AUTHORS 

 
New for the 2015 Merced County Fair will be 
“California Authors,” an area for California published 
authors to sell their books, autograph the books, make new 
friends and gain loyal readers. 
Tom Musser, CEO of the Fair stated “This is an opportunity 
for the Fair to recognize another segment of the arts. We 
have always honored fine arts, crafts, photography, 
music, dance and other performers. I don’t know of another 
fair our size that is working to honor our writers. We’re 
very excited and hope this will be a growing tradition for 
years to come.” 

To apply, please fill in the information requested on the 
attached application form and return to the Fair office as 
soon as possible as space is limited. 

The Fair will provide tables with covers. Each 8 ft table will 
be shared by two authors. The sales will be inside the Pavilion, which is our building that 
houses fine arts, crafts and photography during the fair. The Merced County Fair attracted 
73,465 people in 2014 during the five-day fair. The fair building hours are weekdays 5:00 PM – 
11:30 PM, on the weekend 3:00 PM – 11:30 PM.  The building is secured each night at closing.  
A shared storage area will be made available. 
The fee is 15% of gross sales less tax. Sales tax in Merced is 8% 
Each author will receive an admission pass for each day of sales and a parking pass. 

Protection from Theft: Merced County Fair (35th District Agricultural Association) assumes no 
liability for any losses suffered by exhibitors. Do not leave the space unattended at any time. 
Valuables should be locked, covered or removed each night. Please report any losses or infractions 
to the building superintendent or Fair office staff immediately after you discover any loss. 
There are some rules to follow: 

1. No pets except assistance dogs inside the fairgrounds 
2. All vehicles must be removed from the interior fairgrounds to the parking lots by 4:00 PM 

weekdays, 2:00 PM on the weekend 
3. No “calling in” patrons to the sale 
4. No eating in the building 
5. No use of sound devices (amplified sound) as this is your opportunity to talk with  your 

fans 
For more information please contact Teresa Burrola or go to www.mercedcountyfair.com. 

MERCED COUNTY FAIR 
900 Martin Luther King Jr. Way 
Merced, CA 95341 

209-722-1507 
209-722-3773 fax 
tburrola@co.merced.ca.us 
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Date:    

Name:   Phone:     Address:    

      City:   , CA  Zip: 

  E-mail: Web Site:      State of 

California Resale Number:         

Preferred date(s) to sell: 
Wed. 6/10 Thu. 6/11 Fri.6/12 Sat. 6/13_      Sun. 6/14 All 5 days   Name(s) 

of book(s):         

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Brief Description of Book(s):    
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