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The California Writers Club-Mount Diablo Branch
Presents its monthly

BRANCH MEETING & LUNCHEON

How to Hook Them from the First Page
Saturday April 11, 2015

11:15 am - 2:00pm

Eric Elfman will discuss how to:
-- Introduce your main character in action
-- Begin with conflict and tension
-- Craft a dynamic and intriguing opening line
-- Use an active voice from the start
-- Create a sense of mystery
-- Hint at where the story is going
-- And most important of all: Make the reader want to turn
the page!
Eric is the co-author of Tesla’s Attic and Edison’s Alley, published by Disney-Hyperion Books, and the author
of twelve other books for kids and young adults, including Almanac of the Gross, Disgusting & Totally
Repulsive from Random House (named an ALA Recommended Book for Reluctant Readers), two books of
scary short stories, and three novels based on the TV series The X-Files. Eric has sold four screenplays to
Hollywood studios, including Class Act (co-writer), which was set up at DreamWorks with Halle Berry
expected to star. For the past ten years Eric has been on the faculty of the Big Sur Writing Workshop, and he is
also a private writing coach with a number of award- winning and New York Times bestselling authors among
his clients.
Sign-in from 11:15 - noon. Luncheon 12 - 1:00 pm, includes a short business meeting. Speaker 1- 2 pm at Zio Fraedo’s Restaurant:
611 Gregory Lane, Pleasant Hill. $20 members, $25 guests.
Reservation deadline: noon, Wednesday April 8th. Contact Barbara Bentley at barbara@barbarabentley.net or leave a
message at: 925-212-4727 for reservations, or sign up via PayPal: click “buy now” on the Mt. Diablo website
http://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/next-program/. Add $2 transaction fee.
Please Note: In accordance with our contractual agreement with Zio Fraedo's Restaurant, the branch is charged for
every confirmed reservation. If you are not able to attend this meeting, or if you do not cancel your reservation prior
to noon on the Friday before the meeting, you will be asked to remit the $20 or $25 no-show payment.
CWC is a federal non-profit 501(c)(3)
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President Sean Hazlett
With the flowers in bloom, we are well into the spring season. It is a time of
rebirth and resurgence. It is an opportunity to reassess how far we’ve come a
quarter of the way into 2015, and how far we still have to go.
How does the change in seasons help inspire your own writing? How do you
incorporate spring themes into your work? What novels or poems have you
read that evoke new beginnings?
And with new beginnings comes the next generation of writers. If you know any local 6th, 7th, or
8th graders, please encourage them to participate in our annual Young Writers Contest, which
closes to submissions on April 1st at 9:00 pm Pacific time. You can find more information at
https://cwcmtdiablowriters.files.wordpress.com/2010/11/guidelines-2015apr1.pdf.
I hope to see you all on April 11th!

If you would like to learn more about the board and, by extension, our branch, you are
welcome to attend a board meeting at 10:00 am, before the regular April meeting.

Elections for board officers will be held at the June 13 general meeting.

See pages 10 & 11:
Tri Valley Writers Conference Deadline to sign up: April 10
Berkeley Branch 5th Grade Story Contest open to Alameda and Contra Costa
Counties Deadline to enter: March 30
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NEW MEMBER PROFILE
Ana Galvan
Although poetry was my initiation as a writer, I
always dreamed of stories while I was growing
up in Madrid, Spain. My inspiration mostly
came during my dancing. Every night I would
close my bedroom door and dance to the sound
of loud disco music. The room filled with all
sorts of characters that kept me company for
weeks. I always had an arsenal of protagonists.
But it wasn’t until I came to the States that I
started to put my stories in writing. I first
arrived in Santa Barbara where I spent a year trying to master the English language in preparation for my
master’s degree. Not satisfied with one master’s and always eager to learn something new, I applied for a
second master’s degree. With degrees in law and environmental health, I found a job with a national
laboratory and when the funding went away I took the opportunity to take a creative writing class and
that’s how I started writing stories. I published The Contents of Desire in June of 2014 and the Spanish
version came out last January.
I’ve written romance, erotica, science-fiction, short stories and a family memoir, The Succulent Garden.
A Collection of Short Stories will be published in the spring. My website is at
http://anuskagalvan.wix.com/anagalvanwriter.
Check out Ana’s Amazon author’s page for more info: http://www.amazon.com/Ana-Galvan/e/B00LK0KE9G

Have You Been Profiled?
The Mount Diablo Branch’s The Write News publishes new(ish) member profiles. They are brief
(usually around 400 words) biographies of members, which might include one’s education,
writing experiences and a picture of you/your book. It is a great way to acknowledge and become
acquainted with one another.
To be profiled, please contact membership chair Marlene Dotterer at cmdotterer@gmail.com

WRITERS CRAFT TABLES
We’re looking for members who have knowledge or skill associated with writing,
reviewing/editing, publishing, cover design, etc. If you do and would like to share with members
in a short, informal meeting before a regular meeting, contact Lee Paulson to volunteer:

rleepaulson@sbcglobal.net
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS
Date

Speaker

Background / Topic

April 11

Eric Elfman

How to Hook Them From The First Page

May 9

Marissa Moss

Publisher of Creston Books. Editing/Revision
Young Writers Contest Banquet.
Come celebrate the upcoming writers!

June 13

Joshua Mohr

“Plaracterization”: Merging Plot and Character

Summer break July and August

Date

Speaker

Background / Topic

Sept 12

Grant Faulkner

The Power of Writing with Abandon

Oct 10

Amanda McTigue

Craft

If you have ideas for creative newsletter content from members, please let
Elisabeth (Elisabethtuck@gmail.com) know what you’d like to see on these pages.

Check out our Mt. Diablo sites maintained by Aline Soules:
Internet: http://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com
Twitter: @cwcmtd
Facebook: CWC Mt. Diablo Branch
Back Fence: to join contact Aline at soules@yahoo.com
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It Is Annual Membership Renewal Time
Please complete this form (ed note: This is a PDF which cannot be filled in online. You can print and use hard copy
or I have attached a Word Doc to the email accompanying this newsletter) and include it with your $45 annual
membership ($25 for dual membership) renewal payment. Please make sure we have correct
information about you. Please PRINT clearly! (ed. Note: If you are a member and there are no changes to your
information, you can just mail a check or credit info to the address below or hand it in to the membership chair, Marlene
Dotterer, or the treasurer at check in. In either case, mark it MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL so it goes to the right person.)

Last Name
Address

First Name

Number
Membership Category:
Genre

Street
City_
Phone

State
Zip
Email
Active
Associate
Supporting Youth Affiliate Principal
Additional Genre(s)

Payment Information
You can renew your membership via check or credit card by following the instructions below. Note
that payment via credit card requires a $2 credit card transaction fee making the payment a total of
$47.
Payment by check
Make your $45 check payable to “CWC-Mt. Diablo Branch.”
Payment by credit card
Please provide the following information:
Credit Card #
Expiration Date (month/year)
Name as it appears on the credit card
Billing zip code
Security code on back of card
Donation to the Young Writers Program
Check here if you would like to donate $5 to the Young Writers Program. Add $5 to your $45
membership renewal for a total of $50.
Mail this completed form (with a check or credit card info) to: CWCMembership, P.O. Box 606, Alamo, CA-94507.
Security Note: Membership information is not made public at any time.

Thank you for renewing your membership in the CWC-Mount Diablo Branch.

If you have questions, contact Marlene Dotterer via email at cmdotterer@gmail.com.
Renewal Year: 2015-2016

Revised 3/16/2015
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Joaquin Miller Park in Oakland •
SATURDAY, JULY 25, 2015 1 – 4 pm
Club lore is that the founding of the California
Writers Club (CWC) emerged in part from picnics
and the companionship of Jack London and his
writing friends in the Oakland Hills home of Joaquin
Miller. Over the next few decades, CWC helped to
build the Woodminster Amphitheater, Writers Memorial Grove, and the Cascades stairs in
the park. Thus we have a long and wonderful relationship with Joaquin Miller Park.
So it just feels right to have our annual picnic at Joaquin Miller Park in Oakland at the Fire
Circle Picnic Area on Saturday, July 25, 2015 beginning at 1:00 pm and closing around 4:00
pm. We have to vacate the park by 5:00 pm. The Club will provide hamburgers, hot dogs,
buns, paper plates and condiments. Please bring a side dish with extras to go around. Bring
your own liquid refreshments, but no hard liquor. Sodas, water, beer, and wine are okay.
We will have a cake decorating contest. If you want to participate, decorate a cake,
cookies, or whatever with a literary theme.
There are bleachers at the Fire Circle, so we can have an open mike session. Bring
something to read to your fellow picnickers.
The picnic is open to all CWC members and their guests. So feel free to bring along friends,
spouses, significant others, etc.
Directions:
Take Highway 13 and exit at Joaquin Miller Road and head up the hill. The park will be on
your left. You will see the Cascades Stairs part way up the hill. The Fire Circle is close to
Joaquin Miller Road and next to the Tot Lot in the area of the base of the Cascades. There is
plenty of parking along JM Road. We are planning on having a couple of people holding
signs pointing you to the picnic. If you feel that you really have to park in the parking lot
inside the park, be advised that it is a long hike from the parking lot to the picnic site. The
interior roads in the park are closed to the public beyond the ranger station.

Make plans now to join your fellow CWC members for an afternoon of food and
fellowship in the beautiful and historic park where CWC was born over a century
ago.

(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
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The Back F e n c e
Don't forget to check out the Back Fence, our Yahoo online forum
for branch members and guests from the Tri-Valley and Berkeley
branches. Contact our Online Coordinator, soules@yahoo.com, for
instructions on how to join.

At The Fence you will find topics of interest to writers. You can also
sign up for Back Fence e-mail notifications.

============================================================
The following is a report from this year’s San Francisco Writers Conference – February 13-15, 2015
from: Carole Bumpus of the SF/Peninsula Branch, Nor-Cal and State CWC Rep
This was the third year that the California Writers Club set up and maintained a booth at the San Francisco Writers
Conference. In years past, a number of the Nor-Cal CWC branches have participated, but this year the San
Francisco/Peninsula Branch took on the project alone representing all the state branches. Branch brochures, flyers and
bookmarks were available to attendees. All attendees received a statewide CWC brochure in their ‘swag bag’.
As CWC exhibitors, the efforts we put forth were gratifying. Each year more and more people:
-recognized our name and logo
-eagerly gravitated to our CWC booth.
The common plight of writers being too solitary resonated with many.
We were pleased to have many sign up on our interest sheet, eager to find a way to join. Those from areas such as Santa
Barbara, San Diego, or in the northern mountains of the Sierra where we do not have branches were told to keep checking
back.
The number of actual paid attendees to the conference exceeded 500, plus an additional 100 editors, publishers, selfpublishers, speakers and agents arrived from all over the U.S. and several foreign countries. So we were most pleased to
find a nice percentage of folks stop by our booth, pick up literature, and sign up for a newsletter from the branch closest to
their home.

(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((

On the following page is the flyer showing the YOUNG WRITERS CONTEST that the branch
is very proud of. (Slightly modified so it fits on the page.) And on the page after that is a donation page.
Please support our YWC.
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California Writers Club
Mt. Diablo Branch, Contra Costa County

YOUNG WRITERS CONTEST
Honoring a New Generation of California Writers
See cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/young-writers-contest for contest information

The 2015 Young Writers Contest is open for submissions, sponsored by the Mount
Diablo Branch of the California Writers Club. The contest is open to 6th, 7th and 8th grade students who live
in or attend school in Contra Costa County.
The contest has gone paperless this year with submissions being accepted electronically at this URL:
http://mtdiabloywc.submittable.com/submit.
Submissions will be accepted from December 1, 2014 through April 1, 2015.

Category Rules:

Short Story (up to 5 pages typed, double-spaced)
Poem (up to 30 lines, can be single or double-spaced)
Personal Narrative (capturing an event in your life; up to 3 pages, typed, double-spaced)
Humor (any category, but must follow category rules) *One award per grade

General Guidelines

1. Contest open to 6th, 7th and 8th grade students who live in or attend school in Contra Costa County.
2. Do not include a cover page. Your manuscript must follow category rules.
3. Number each page. Put manuscript title on the first page. Do not include your name or other personal
information on the manuscript.
4. A maximum of three entries per person are welcome each under separate submission. Each digital
entry form will prompt for name, home address, home phone, school, grade, e-mail address, teacher, and
manuscript title. Do fill this out but we repeat do not include this information on the submission itself.
Teachers of winning students will be invited to attend the banquet.
5. DEADLINE: Manuscripts must be received by 9:00 p.m. on April 1, 2015. Winners will be announced
on the Mount Diablo California Writers Club website by May 1, 2015. Non-winners will not be notified.
6. PRIZES: Winning short stories and poems from each grade level will receive $100 for first prize, $50 for
second prize and $25 for third prize. The Humor Award of $75 will be awarded to one winner in each
grade level at the judges’ discretion. The Betty Tenney Personal Narrative Award of $100 will be given to
the best personal narrative/essay in each grade. Second and third place prizes may be awarded in the
personal narrative category at the judges’ discretion. Prizes will be presented to winners on May 9, 2015,
at a luncheon banquet. Further information on the banquet will be provided to the winners. Parents are
welcome.
TEACHERS: PLEASE ENCOURAGE STUDENTS TO SUBMIT THEIR STORIES AND POEMS
THEMSELVES. We are striving to encourage individual creativity and expression. Do not send entire class
assignments. Each submission requires individual student information via submittable.com.
PARENTS: Parents whose child/children win will be requested to give permission for the child to be
photographed for print, videotaped, or electronically imaged during the banquet and agree to allow his or her
child’s picture to appear in newspapers, news releases, and/or other published formats.
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Annual Young Writers Contest

Sponsored by
The California Writers Club, Mount Diablo Branch
Please consider joining one of the following donor clubs to benefit our programs in
support of young writers. Your tax-deductible gift will appear in the contest program in
May, and in the Mount Diablo CWC newsletter every month in the year you donate.
The Jack London Founder’s Circle ($500+)

The John Steinbeck Society ($250 - $499)

Jan and Lee Paulson
The John Muir Member Club ($150 - $249)

The Ina Coolbrith Laureate Club ($100 - $149)

Elizabeth Koehler-Pentacoff
Elisabeth Tuck - toward the humor award
The Mary Austin Writers Club ($50 - $99)

The Helen Hunt Jackson Group ($25 - $49)

David George in honor of Elizabeth Koehler-Pentacoff
Sheryl Ruzek
Edward Stanislowski
The Gertrude Atherton Guild ($10 - $24)

Other

Kathryn Berla
Contra Costa County middle school students who enter the Young Writers Contest are eligible for cash prizes in
short story, poetry, essay/personal narrative, and humor. Contest submissions are free. Check our branch
website for details: cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/young-writers-contest/
The Mt. Diablo Branch hosts an awards luncheon in May of each year.
All program expenses are supported by individual donations and grants. Thank you for considering membership
in one of the above donor clubs.
**********************************************************************************
Please list my membership in the following donor club:
Name

Address

City/State/Zip
Phone
Amount enclosed: $

E-mail
_Acknowledge my gift in honor/memory

of:
Or via PayPal click “buy now” on the Mt. Diablo website
http://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com/next-program/. Please add a $2 transaction fee

Make a check payable to: CWC Mt. Diablo Branch. And mail to:
CWC Mt. Diablo Branch,
P.O. Box 606, Alamo, CA 94507
Attention: Young Writers Contest
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California Writers Club Tri-Valley Branch announces its first full-day writers
conference featuring keynote speaker, RITA Award®-winning author and Christy
finalist, Shelley Adina. Shelley has authored twenty four novels published by
Harlequin, Time Warner, and Hachette Book Group, and seven published by
Moonshell Books, Inc., her own independent press.
Join us along with the following presenters: Jim Azevedo, David Colin Carr,
Dario Ciriello, David Corbett, Constance Hale, Anne Hill, Jason Hovey, Linda
Lee, and Penny Warner. Learn about craft, marketing, and self-publishing.
Click here to view the complete schedule.

Featuring three tracks: Craft, Marketing, & Self-Publishing
Date & Time
▪ Date: Saturday, April 18, 2015
▪ Time: 7:30am to 6:00pm.
▪ See the detailed conference schedule:
http://www.trivalleywriters.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Conference-Schedule.pdf

Presenters
▪ Lineup includes: authors, editors, marketing experts, and innovators in e-publishing. See the
complete list of conference presenters:
http://www.trivalleywriters.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/ConferencePresenters.pdf

Registration
▪ Early Bird Registration: CLOSED
▪ Price: $165 for CWC members, $190 for guests Deadline April 10
▪ Fees can be paid online or by mailing a check. Registration tracking number required for mailed
payments.

Register Here:
conference/

http://www.trivalleywriters.org/conferences/2015-
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THE BERKELEY BRANCH of
the CALIFORNIA WRITERS
CLUB is proud to sponsor the
th

29 ANNUAL FIFTH GRADE STORY CONTEST
a contest for fifth grade students in Alameda and Contra Costa Counties

Teachers in Contra Costa and Alameda Counties may submit one story per student by any
number of students.
ENTRY FEE IS $1.00 PER SUBMISSION.
1st place will receive $100
2nd place will receive $75
3rd place will receive $50
Up to nine 4th place winners will receive $20

All winners will be awarded certificates at a special ceremony, May or
June date TBA. We will also present the teacher of the 1st‐place winner
with a cash award of $50.

Deadline: March 30, 2015
Winners will be announced May 15 on the Berkeley CWC website www.cwc--‐berkeley.org.

CONTEST RULES:
1.

Only teachers may submit entries. Entries from students or parents are not accepted.

2.

Stories must be original and the student’s own work.

3.

Only one entry per student may be submitted. Teachers may submit any number of entries.

4.

Entries must be typed, 12 point font, double--‐spaced, and may not exceed 1,000 words in length.

5.

Postmark cannot be later than March 30, 2015.

6.

Send to Story Contest 2320 Webster St. Berkeley CA 94705

7.

Entries cannot be returned.

8.

Please don’t send covers or artwork.

9.

First page must include title of the story and the word count.

10. Do not write author’s name anywhere on the story.
11. On a separate sheet write the story’s title, student’s name, teacher’s name and email, and school’s name and address.
(This sheet will be removed during judging.)

To help students produce their best work, we suggest that teachers encourage their students to consult
guides on elements of the short story, such as http://www.coreygreen.com/storytips.html.
QUESTIONS? EMAIL 5th.CWC.BERKELEY@GMAIL.COM
The CALIFORNIA WRITERS CLUB is a 501(c) (3) educational nonprofit dedicated to educating members and the public--‐at-‐large in the craft of writing and in the marketing of their work.
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IN MEMORIAM
Long-time member and CWC supporter, Alpha Beers
Quincy passed away March 3. One member’s comment:
“She was always very kind and was the first Mt. Diablo
member I met. And very smart! She had a very important
role in the Contra Costa education system for many years. I
will miss her.”
Her husband of 45 years, John J Quincy, passed away in
1987 after a long illness. Alpha is survived by her son and
daughter and their spouses as well as an adult grandson and
five step-grandchildren.
During WWII while her Air Force officer husband, took part
in the invasion of Europe, Alpha repaired Norden Bombsights in California. After the war
they spent four years with the occupation of Germany where their children were born. When
they returned to the US, they first lived in Washington DC.
Alpha began teaching in Yuba City in 1956, then in the Mt. Diablo Unified School District
where she became one of the first women principals. In 1960 she earned a BE degree from
Sacramento State University then a Master of Arts in Education from UC Berkeley in 1966.
She was an education consultant in the MDUSD central office until she retired in 1983.
Additionally Alpha was appointed to evaluate and recommend text books for public schools in
the State of California. Alpha served on the Board of Education for Contra Costa County for
two, four-year terms.
Alpha published many, many articles particularly on education, and a book covering her
five-generation family heritage going back to
the Mayflower, We Lived American
History 1600 to 2000. She enjoyed world
travel, and belonged to several volunteer
organizations including CWC and the Lindsay
Wildlife Museum.
A quote on Alpha’s Facebook page is
particularly apt: "You have filled the world with
your radiance. Your light is more magnificent than
sunrise or sunset"

