
 
 Write a poem on one of the following (not necessary to use these words) 

o It shouldn’t have happened this way 
o Who knew what I was thinking? 
o If I had been there, it all would have been different 

 
 Pick up a book and choose a page. Randomly pick one word from that 

page and write it down. Now go to the next page and do the same. 
Continue for 15 or more pages. Now take all those words and bring them 
together with other words of your choice to tell a poem “story.” 

 
 Write a poem about things that are invisible. If you can avoid it, don’t use 

the word invisible, but try to get the concept across through your poem. 
 
 You live in a mythical time and place. Write about how your world is 

different and why. 
 
 Write a poem that tells how to do something. It can be anything, from 

how to think to how to paint your nails. Be creative in describing even 
the simplest task, like how to put on your socks. 

 
 Write a “persona poem” (a poem in somebody else’s voice). It can be in the 

voice of your brother or sister; mother, father, grandparent; a famous 
historical figure; a TV personality; a character in a novel or movie; even 
your pet dog, cat, snake, or hamster!  

 
 Select a “fixed” poetic form (haiku, senryu, sonnet, villanelle; poem in 

couplets, quatrains, blank verse, etc.) Read a dozen or so poems written 
in that form (you can find many in your library or on the internet). Start 
from scratch or use a poem you’ve already written and covert it into your 
chosen form. 

 
 Write a paragraph in prose about something that interested, excited, 

amused, or annoyed you (recently, or in the past). Try to be as detailed 
and vivid as possible. When you are finished, play with the language of 
your prose account to turn it into a poem (remember that prose is 
composed by sentences and paragraphs, poetry by the line). Try to include 
some of the following poetic techniques in your poem: meter, rhyme, 
metaphor, simile, assonance, alliteration (Google these words if you are 
not familiar with their meaning). 
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