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MEETING & LUNCHEON
Saturday, October 12, 2013; 11:30 am - 2:00 pm
Confessions of a Bookseller: Ron of Random House
Ron will tell us about:
 His job dealing with bookstores
 A little on the journey to getting traditionally
published
 What happens afterwards regarding marketing
 A brief list of recent titles

Ron Shoop has been in various forms of bookselling since 1968. He was a
representative of Random House for eighteen years, but the merger of Random
House and Penguin this past July now makes him an employee of Penguin Random
House, which sounds like a small igloo somewhere in the Arctic Circle. An avid
reader, Ron helps take books from the publisher to the stores.

Sign-in is 11:30 am–12 pm, luncheon 12–12:45, and speaker 1:00 – 2:00, at Zio Fraedo’s
Restaurant, 611 Gregory Lane, Pleasant Hill, CA. Registration is $20, or $25 for non-CWC
members; contact Robin Gigoux at ragig@aol.com or phone 925-933-9670.

CWC is a federal non-profit 501(c)(3)

Please Note: In accordance with our contractual agreement with Zio Fraedo's Restaurant, the
club is charged for every reservation confirmed on the day before the meeting. If you are not
able to attend this meeting, or if you do not cancel your reservation prior to noon on the Friday
before the meeting, you will be asked to remit the $20 or $25 no-show payment.
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President's Message
By Elisabeth Tuck
The pumpkins are coming! Oh well, that might make a good first line for a novel.
. . And isn’t the weather spectacular this time of year?
Note that Lyn Roberts has begun a new column in this month’s newsletter listing
helpful websites for writers. We’re looking for your ideas and suggestions. Is
there a particular website that you find useful or that would help our members?
Please send links and a short paragraph describing sites you have found helpful.
Email to editingonline@astound.net. See some great ideas for websites in this
month’s newsletter on Page 7.
A few innovations for club administration: First we’re now saving important documents in the ‘cloud’
instead of on paper under Fran Wojnar’s bed. She’s relieved to have that musty old stuff out of her house.
Thanks, Fran, for lending us so much space for so many years.
Second, CWC CA has a new Member Record Management System (MRMS), an online application which
greatly assists State in logging members, tracking dues payments, and enabling officers across the state to
communicate. The member information is not in any way public. As a branch we do not share member
information even with other members. If you want to get in touch with another member and don’t have
their contact information, give your contact information to a branch officer who will contact that person
and let them know you would like to reach them. Then that person can reach you.
Enjoy the October 12 meeting. I seem to miss the best ones. VP Sean Hazlett will conduct the meeting.

October Writers Table
The Writers Table for October 12th will be a discussion on creating eBooks featuring
INTERACTIVE MULTI MEDIA. Imagine being able to enhance the reader's experience
via music, photos, maps, and audio--all at the press of finger. Discussion leader will be Steve
Paulson, a TV Channel 2, weather man. He will demo his new travel book on Bangkok
featuring pictures from acclaimed photographer Dan Herron.
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Thanks to Barbara Bentley for creating this graphic of upcoming events. This might get our attention!

The Back Fence
Members, don't forget to hang out at our Back Fence.

That would be our Mount Diablo branch site at
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/CWCBackFence/. At The Fence you will find topics of interest
to writers. You can also sign up for Back Fence e-mails. If you’re a CWC member and haven't
yet joined the Back Fence, go to the link above and follow the simple sign-up process.
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Meet Your New Mount Diablo Branch Membership Chair
Effective October 1, the Mount Diablo Branch will have a new membership chair, Marlene
Dotterer. Please contact her with your membership questions at m.dotterer@comcast.net.

WELCOME MARLENE!
Member Profile: Marlene Dotterer
Marlene describes herself as having “an itchy soul,” and says that might
sound like a good character trait for a fantasy/adventure book, but in real life it
just means she’s always starting a new project, usually before the previous
project is finished.
Marlene believes this may be why her four books are written in three
genres, or why she earned a degree in geology, then worked in nuclear waste
before starting a business as a personal chef, and now teaches natural childbirth
classes.
“There’s just always something else to do,” she explains, and says this
may or may not be the reason she volunteered to take over the duties for the branch membership chair.
Nevertheless, she looks forward to helping out, and hopes she’ll get to know other members better.
Marlene joined CWC in 2009, when she had just finished her first novel – a time travel/historical
fiction account of Thomas Andrews, the builder of the Titanic. As of this week, Marlene writes science
fiction, fantasy, and paranormal romance and has no immediate plans to add another genre, but keeps the
option open, just in case.
Her books are available online at all major retailers. You can find her online at
www.marlenedotterer.wordpress.com, where she blogs about whatever scratches her soul this week. You
can also friend her on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/marlenedotterer.
Marlene lives in Pleasant Hill with her husband, who has recently retired. This means they spend
lots of time traveling up and down the west coast to visit their six children and ten grandchildren. Her
motto is, “If one door closes and another one doesn’t open, break a window.”
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Member Events, News and Salutes
Dina Colman is excited to announce the release of her first book,
Four Quadrant Living: Making Healthy Living Your New Way of
Life, now available in print and eBook on Amazon and in a few local
stores. The foreword is written by Dick Bolles (What Color is Your
Parachute?) with endorsements from John Robbins (Diet for a New
America), Guy Kawasaki (APE: Author, Publisher, Entrepreneur),
Sarah Susanka (The Not So Big House series), and more.
CWC members are invited to her upcoming book launch party!
Details:
Saturday, October 12, at 3pm, Rakestraw Bookstore
522 Hartz Avenue in Danville
Please RSVP to dinacolman@gmail.com
To order Dina’s book, go to http://www.amazon.com/FourQuadrant-Living-Making-Healthy

J.D. Blair’s movie review of the classic film Shane was featured
in the September issue of American Film, the monthly magazine of
the American Film Institute. It is one in a series of reviews
focusing on film classics.
The opening paragraph reads: "The year was 1953 when, in the
movie, Shane rode out of the Grand Tetons and into the lives of the
Starrett family and the settlers on the wide expanse of Wyoming.
The movie also changed the life of one young teenager who after
watching it would never look at films and film -making the same
way. That teenager was me."

Jill Hedgecock’s short story, “An Open Basket of Light,” took
1st place in the Inland Empire CWC contest. It will appear in
their October online publication, Fresh Ink.
“An Open Basket of Light” is the story of an ancient Hawaiian
priest who has been called to the bedside of a dying village
elder. The priest believes the old grandmother will confront him
about a childhood lie, but he soon finds out she had her own
history to confide—and her “basket of stones” to empty.
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“Ellen Whitfield’s award-winning book, From Finland with Love, is a
book you will read greedily and be eager to pass on to a friend. Thirtythree-year-old Alina Eskala’s life is on the skids. She is mired in grief for
her lost parents; her uber passionate lover has moved on to her best friend;
and her last refuge—a high tech job she loves and excels at—is about to be
cut. Even her determined attempt to make over her mousy hairstyle is a fullon disaster. What’s the upside? Hilarity. No matter what Alina does, it is
funny, engaging and memorable. Her savior? A loose cannon cousin from
Finland who barges into her quiet world with his hot Finnish buddy. Soon
her life has steamed up like a Finnish sauna with love triangles and
quadrangles. Full of unforgettable characters, always engaging and laughout-loud funny.” This is only one example the amazing reviews of Ellen’s
book.
To buy Ellen’s book, follow this link:
http://www.amazon.com/Finland-Love-Novel-Ellie-Alanko

Have You Been Profiled Yet?
Would you like to be? It’s easy and painless!
The Mount Diablo Branch has a long tradition of publishing member profiles in our monthly newsletter,
The Write News. You may also have seen one in a past issue. They are brief, usually around 400 words,
biographies of members which might include one’s education and writing experiences. It is a great way
of acknowledging and getting to know each other better.
If you are interested in submitting your profile please contact Marlene Dotterer at
m.dotterer@comcast.net. I would be happy to send you sample questions that can be used to create your
individual profile.

Call

For Volunteers

Would You Like To Be A Volunteer For Your Writers Club?
Would you not want to further the mission of our writers club? Our mission, as
defined on our statewide club website is: "Educating writers of all abilities in the
craft of writing and in the marketing of their work”. Sounds like a good plan to
me. Our writers club runs smoothly, thanks to our talented and dedicated
volunteers. Our board members are volunteers, our program chairs are
volunteers, and all the other people who assist with various projects and tasks
are volunteers. We hope you will be our next volunteer.
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Websites for Writers and Readers

Suggestions from our Members:
From Judith Marshall:
LinkedIn has several groups to do with writing and publishing. A group I have found to be very helpful
is “Indie Authors.” With over 1,900 members, you’re sure to find some helpful advice. There are often
opportunities to be interviewed as well.
Build Book Buzz http://buildbookbuzz.com/blog/ is a great book marketing blog. Sandra Beckwith
provides posts on everything from what not to do on Facebook to how to conduct a virtual library tour.

From Elisabeth Tuck:
As an editor, I use http://www.grammargirl.com/ for quick and easy ways to understand language issues I
stumble over.

From Barbara Bentley:
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S WRITING GUILD:
The IWWG, founded in 1976, is a network for the personal and professional empowerment of women
through writing and open to all regardless of portfolio. The Guild nurtures and supports holistic thinking
by recognizing the logic of the heart -- the ability to perceive the subtle interconnections between people,
events and emotions- alongside conventional logic.
WRITER'S RETREAT WORKSHOP:
A premiere annual 10-day workshop and retreat featuring the fabulous WRW Core Staff, visiting authors,
agents, and industry professionals. An intense week of story structure workshops, 1-1 meetings, lectures,
writing exercises and lifelong memories... all revolving around you, your novel, and your writing life.
PREDATORS AND EDITORS:
Publishing is a business, and like any business, it can be infiltrated by frauds. Before you sign with
anyone, check them out. This website is a guide to publishers and writing services for serious writers.
Some subjects include Agents & Attorneys, Book Publishers, Definitions, Editing & Software, Email,
Promotional, Rating
Criteria, Related Sites, Resources for Screenwriters, Signings, Submissions, Warnings, Workshops.
EDITOR-ON-TAP:
Gone are the days when a rough manuscript makes it to a publishing editor. To attract a literary agent or
publisher, a manuscript must shine and show the author's best work. She also offers plot, character and
structure critique, line edit, and polishing services on a freelance, project basis. I found her easy to work
with and her suggestions and editing most valuable.
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HOW TO FIND AN AGENT
This will take you to a good article on how to find an agent in the United States or the United Kingdom.
NONFICTION BOOK PROPOSALS ANYBODY CAN WRITE: How to Get a Contract and Advance
Before Writing Your Book:
I religiously used this book by Elizabeth Lyon -- an eye opener as to what an author must know in order
to successfully pitch her book. This link goes to the Books page on her web page. Check out the other
pages where you will find lots of helpful information.
THE COMPLETE GUIDE TO BOOK MARKETING:
David Cole was a speaker at a California Writers Club meeting, and his book is full of concise, practical
information. I set about creating my own press release, a tip sheet, a back grounder, a cover letter, a
biographical sheet, media questions, and more. Later, when my publisher requested some of the same
information, I was ready.

From Liz Koehler-Pentacoff:
http://www.read.gov/resources/statefairs.php#California Book Festivals State by State

From Aline Soules:
Grammar Girl: http://www.quickanddirtytips.com/grammar-girl
"Grammar Girl provides short, friendly tips to improve your writing. Covering the grammar rules and
word choice guidelines that can confound even the best writers, Grammar Girl makes complex grammar
questions simple with memory tricks to help you recall and apply those troublesome grammar rules."
GrammarBook: http://www.grammarbook.com/
"GrammarBook.com is your site for helpful rules, real-world examples, and FUN quizzes."

Editor’s Note:
As a benefit to our members, we present this new column called
Websites for Writers and Readers.
If you know of a useful, effective website for writers and readers, please email Lyn
Roberts, newsletter editor at editingonline@astound.net and write a paragraph or two
about the site and its value to our members. Let’s have fun with this!
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Writer’s Markets Column
Back to Basics
by B. Lynn Goodwin

My reliable Mac computer crashed! So I'm typing this column in an email on my Nook and have asked
Lyn to please edit in order to make the newsletter deadline. Today I learned that I need a new hard drive.
So basic #1 is: back up everything every day. I hope I have . . . but the time capsule l bought with my
Mac has sent its share of error messages. Tools. Can't live with them; can't live without them.
But the big basic a writer cannot live without is her mind. The mind provides voice, craft, and the will
to overcome computer crashes and other obstacles. The mind endures. Brain injuries and Alzheimer’s can
alter a voice and one's craft. For right now I want to believe that an altered voice has new perspective to
offer.
If you don't have a computer and are looking for the names of publishers in your genre, ask a librarian or
someone at your independent bookstore for help. And if your time capsule isn't working, back up your
writing on a thumb drive. If you treat writing as an adventure rather than a chore, remember that there are
no mistakes - only new material. Let me know your adventures.
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2014 Annual Young Writers Contest
Sponsored by the California Writers Club, Mount Diablo Branch
The Mount Diablo Branch of the California Writers Club invites you to support today’s young Contra
Costa County middle school students who like to write by honoring the great California writers of the
past. Please consider joining one of the following donor clubs. Your gift will be acknowledged in the
Young Writers Contest program and in the Mount Diablo CWC newsletter. In addition, all donations are
tax-deductible. The Young Writers Contest Committee and the Mt. Diablo Board of Directors wish to
thank the donors to the Young Writers Contest from July 1, 2012, to September 1, 2013. Donors so far for
2013 - 2014 are as follow:

Foundation Donors
The Leroe Family Foundation

The Gertrude Atherton Guild
Lee Paulson
Gary and Lilly Gwilliam

The John Muir Member Club

The Ina Coolbrith Laureate Club

The Mary Austin Writers Club

Danard Emanuelson

David George

~ The Jack London Founder’s Circle - $500
~ The John Steinbeck Society - $250-$499
~ The John Muir Member Club - $150-$249
~ The Ina Coolbrith Laureate Club - $100-$149 ~ The Mary Austin Writers Club - $50-$99
~ The Gertrude Atherton Guild - $10-$24
~ The Helen Hunt Jackson Group - $25-$49
***********************************************************************************************
Please consider joining a Donor Club in support of our Annual Young Writers Contest which awards cash
prizes for excellence in the following categories: short story, poetry, essay/personal narrative. Winners
are notified in May and presented with their awards at a luncheon at a local restaurant. All program
expenses are supported by individual donations and grants.
Your gift furthers our mission to identify and reward excellence among Contra Costa County middle
school students and enables our club to continue and to expand our outreach to young writers. Your gift
is fully tax deductible. Thank you to all our members who generously donated to the 2013 Young Writers
Contest.

Please list my membership in the following donor club: __________________________
Name_________________________Address_____________________________
City/State/Zip______________________________________________________
Phone_________________________E-mail______________________________
Amount enclosed: $_____________________(checks or cash only, please)
Acknowledge my gift in honor of/in memory of _______________________________
Make your check payable to: CWC-Mt. Diablo Branch
Mail check to:
CWC Mt. Diablo Branch, Attention: Young Writers Contest, P.O. Box 606, Alamo, CA 94507

***********************************************************************************************

California Writers Club~Mount Diablo Branch
Post Office Box 606
Alamo, CA 94507

California Writers Club ~ Mount Diablo Branch
~ The California Writers Club is a designated 501 (c)(3) non-profit corporation. ~

Join Us!
Our next CWC-Mt. Diablo Speaker & Buffet Luncheon
is October 12, 2013 at 11:30 am, in Pleasant Hill.
For detailed meeting information, go to

http://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com
The California Writer’s Club (CWC) shall foster professionalism in writing, promote networking
of writers with the writing community, mentor new writers, and provide the literary support for
writers and the writing community as is appropriate through education and leadership. All items
in this newsletter are the opinions of the author(s) and do not in any way represent the views or
official position of CWC.

