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On Saturday, May 21, 2011 
Presents our Young Writers’ Awards: 

 
Featuring: 

 

Abigail Samoun  
“From Manuscript to Finished Book: 
Ever Wonder What Happens After a 
Manuscript is Accepted for 
Publication?” Abigail Samoun will 
take you through the editorial 
process and how a manuscript 
becomes a bound picture book or 
novel. 

Abi has worked in children’s publishing for over a decade. During that time 
she’s edited board books, picture books, middle-grade novels, and early 
young-adult novels for Tricycle Press, Random House, Simon & Schuster, and 
Little, Brown. Her books have received numerous honors including a CCBC 
Charlotte Zolotow award, an SCBWI Golden Kite, a Pura Belpre Honor, a 
Smithsonian Notable, and a New York Public Library Ezra Jack Keats award.  
 
Abigail also edited the middle grade series Edgar & Ellen, which has sold over 
a quarter of a million copies worldwide and inspired a cartoon series on 
Nickelodeon. She has just launched a brand-new children’s literary agency 
with agent extraordinaire Karen Grencik. 
 

Change in Contact - Joanne Brown at jobrown5273@sbcglobal.net 
                                                               

 

May Meeting Details – NOTE CHANGE TO THIRD SATURDAY 
 

Date & Time:  Saturday, May 21, 2011. Check-in begins at 11:30, lunch at 12:00, and 
the program begins at approximately 1:00 p.m. 
Location:  Zio Fraedo's Restaurant at 611 Gregory Lane (near the corner of Pleasant Hill 
Road and Gregory Lane in Pleasant Hill).  Parking is available both in front and behind the 
restaurant.  The restaurant's phone number is (925) 933-9091. 
Cost:  $20 for CWC members; $25 for guests  (Continued on Page Two) 
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Menu:  Zio Fraedo's sumptuous buffet.  
Reservations:  Reservations are required and must be received no later than noon on 
Wednesday, May 18. To make a reservation, contact Joanne Brown, via e-mail  
at jobrown5273@sbcglobal or by phone at (925 820-2791).  Expect confirmation 
only  
if you e-mail your reservation.   
Please Note:  In accordance with our contractual agreement with Zio Fraedo's 
Restaurant, the club is charged for every reservation confirmed on the day before the 
meeting.  If you are not able to attend this meeting, or if you do not cancel your 
reservation prior to noon on the Friday before the meeting, you will be asked to remit 
a $20 "no-show" payment. 
    

 
 

            CCCooommmiiinnnggg   AAAttttttrrraaacccttt iiiooonnnsss~~~UUUpppcccooommmiiinnnggg   SSSpppeeeaaakkkeeerrrsss   fffooorrr   222000111111  
                                          

                       June 11:  Workshop - Jeff Carlson, fiction & non-fiction author 
                      Writing Process/Selling One's Work 

 
 

President's Message  

 By Lee Paulson 
 

 Bay Area residents know about the old mining town of Angel’s 
Camp located in Calaveras Country. But there was another one, far 
from California, in northern Indiana. Somewhere in my dusty files is 
an unpublished manuscript titled “Angels Camp” written by my father.  

His Angels Camp nestled on the thickly wooded banks of the 
Elkhart River that meanders just south of the Michigan border. 
Elkhart, the namesake town, was home to a large cadre of Swedish 
and Italian immigrants who came to build the New York Central 
Railroad. A fact that sounds strange to Californians accustomed to 
stories of Chinese railroad laborers. 

Fathers and mothers worked long hours, six days a week. The teenagers played 
together and got into trouble together. My father’s group of blond-haired, blue-eyed 
Swedes was called “The Angels” – definitely a misnomer. He told me his story was fiction, 
but the more I learned about his life growing up during prohibition and The Roaring 
Twenties, I became more convinced the book rested on a framework of his personal 
experiences. One day I must do something with my father’s novel.  

Many of our CWC members, in their capacity as writers in the family, face similar 
dilemmas. If not you, who will record your family memories, tales, and history? Or create 
that novel based upon some real family character? In the past, dollar economics and 
traditional publishing barriers discouraged such efforts. Now e-books, self-publishing, the 
Internet and specialized software have shaken the traditional publishing business model 
and opened new choices for writers to become authors. 

Your CWC Mt. Diablo Board of Directors is placing increased emphasis on helping 
members understand how to take advantage of these new methods. 

Speaker Carla King provided a host of valuable information at her Self-Publishing 
Boot Camp presentation. Barbara Bentley wrote in the April newsletter about the use of 
Internet meta’s to build sales. And, be sure to read Danard Emanuelson’s article in this 
newsletter on how he used Smashwords software to create his new novel, The Irish 
Assult.  (Continued on Page 3) 
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We encourage members to share their e-book and self-publishing experiences – 

good or bad – with other members. Contact editor Lyn Roberts lynz@astound.net and chat 
with her. 

A reminder: THE MAY MEETING IS THE THIRD SATURDAY, MAY 21ST, NOT THE 
SECOND SATURDAY. OUR ANNUAL YOUNG WRITERS CONTEST WINNERS WILL 
BE PRESENTED AT THE MEETING SO MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS EARLY TO 
JOANNE BROWN jobrown5273@sbcglobal.net. Tel 925 820-2791 Take notice 
this is a different number and email than our usual reservation system.    

 
May the writing Muse be with you, Lee 

 
 
Member Profile 
By Catherine Accardi  

Member Profile:  Jean Georgakopolos 

The member profile for May is of Jean Georgakopolos.  I have decided to reproduce it 
here, just as Jean wrote it, because I thought it was delightfully written, and I did not 
want to disturb it in any way. 
 
Jean Georgakopolos, in her own words ~ 

 
The power of words to move the ordinary into magic and 

discovery through story has always fascinated me. At five, I sat 
against a weather-grayed wooden fence and imagined Mary, 
Dickon, and Colin in their life beyond the words of Burnett’s The 
Secret Garden. At nine, I composed and hand-printed copies of an 
eight-page neighborhood newspaper, its primary feature gossip of 
day trips and family parties.  At ten, I embellished nursery rhymes 
into prose. At 11, I began the great and unfinished American 

novel. 
  
 Pleasure in words began early and has continued in various formats: news and 
feature writing in high school; policy procedure, how-to manuals, and curriculum guides in 
health education; on-going playwriting, short story, and poetry writing. 
 

 I lived my own story, of course. I was born and raised in the Pacific Northwest, 
surrounded by mountains and forests, rivers and rain, fir-lined highways. I moved south to 
finish school and graduated from the University of California at Berkeley; raised two sons; 
taught high school English and drama with the attendant producing and directing of 
musicals and plays; supervised elementary home-schoolers; developed programs for and 
trained teachers in drug prevention education grades K to 12. Words and stories 
everywhere! 
 

 Now retired, I put some of these stories to paper and invent others. Major projects 
on my desk, completed but still in draft, are The Wine Tree, a three-act play, and Hugo 
the Giant Red, a young people’s novel about a one-of-a-kind creature left over from 
another time, who is discovered and befriended by a spirited young girl named Annabelle. 
In between the writing, I teach acting classes and direct a show or two at Rossmoor––
wonderful fun! I have been published: many, many years ago a short story and currently a 
sprinkling of poems. 
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Members - We Want You To Renew! 
By Catherine Accardi 
 

On page five you will find a reminder that it is annual CWC 
membership dues renewal time.  To that end, I thought this would be 
the perfect time to reprint the article below by our past  
Membership Chair, Jody Denison.   

 

Special Report from the Membership Chair 
By Jody Denison 
 

Your Money and Where it goes….. 
Every spring we start reminding you all about “dues” and you wonder why it is such a big 
deal that we get them in before September 30….well, I’ll tell you. We don’t get to keep all 
that money. We belong to something bigger than ourselves…it is called “Central” and 
Central coordinates all the branches of California Writers (no apostrophe) Club. 
 

Category                        Member Pays            Branch Keeps                 Branch pays 
State 
Renewals                           $45.00                         $20.00                               $25.00 
New                                  $65.00                         $30.00                               $35.00 
Patron or Courtesy              0                                    0                                       
$25.00 
Emeritus                            $15.00                           $7.00                                  $8.00 
Life                                   $599.00                        $400.00                               
$199.00 *  
Dual Branch **                  $20.00                          $20.00                                  $0 
After January1-New            $42.00                          $20.00                                 $22.50 
Student/Youth              Branch choice             Branch choice                                $10.00 
 

*   One-time payment-Special Centennial Rate 
** Non-primary branch 
 

Central requires us to pay ALL our dues by September 30….so you can see why we try so 
very hard to get all our dues in on time. When the dues are late, it is not just the 
Membership Chair who is faced with the onerous task of nagging…Central is also 
discomfited trying to gather up all the loose ends for the year-end audits.   
 

What do we get in return for this?  Well, here you are: 
-  The CWC Bulletin 
-  Accounting and IRS tax filing services 
-  CWC State website maintenance 
-  Periodic branch representative meetings, communications, and coordination among the 
18  branches 
-  Liability insurance coverage for accidents during a club-sponsored event, such as a 
monthly meeting. 
 
 

(Continued on Page 5) 
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As of this writing, we number 156 members: 
Active: 75 (48%)  ~  Associate: 68 (44%) 
Supporting: 4, Patron: 2, Emeritus: 3, Life Members: 3, Youth Affiliate: 1 

 
Because we are a rather large group, we pay a goodly sum every year to Central and last 
year our responsibility to Central was over $3,200. We have long been charged to collect a 
$20 late fee for dues received after September 30, but we haven’t been doing that and 
now we learn that if one is late with dues and we do not charge the fee, the membership 
will be voided. So next year “the state of grace” will be voided and we will collect the $20 
fee for late payers after September 30. So when we start “haranguing” you in March, 
please know we have your interests (both literary and financial) at heart. ~~~ 
 

 Thank you Jody!  I could not have said it better myself.  Below you will find all the 
information you need to “do your due renewal.” 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------   
 
 
     It Is Annual Membership Renewal Time 
 

There really is such a thing as a FREE LUNCH!  Renew your membership by May 31st,  
and your name will be entered in our drawing for a FREE LUNCH at a future meeting  
of your choice.  Don’t wait.  RENEW TODAY! 
 
Please complete this form, and include it with your check for $45.  We are updating our member 
database and we want to make sure we have correct information about you.   
Please PRINT clearly! 
 
Last Name _______________________________First Name_________________________ 
Street Address_______________________________________________________________ 
City___________________________________State_________________Zip____________ 
Phone Number ________________________Email_________________________________ 
 
_______Active  _______Associate _______Supporting_______Youth Afflicate 
 
Principal Genre___________________Additional Genre(s)__________________________ 
 
Security Note:  Membership information is not made public at any time. 
 
Make your $45 check payable to “CWC-Mt. Diablo Branch.”  Mail your check and this form to 
“CWC-Membership, P.O. Box 606, Alamo, CA-94507.  If you have questions, contact Catherine 
Accardi  via email at caacat@comcast.net, or  by phone at (925) 934-9015. 
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Member Events, News and Salutes 

 
 
 
     
      
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Memoriam 

Joan Brennan 

    
 
 
 
 

Long time CWC member, Joan Brennan, passed 
away on April 12, 2011. Joan was the founder and 
coordinator of our Young Writers Contest for more 
than ten years. She wrote and edited the Write 
News at a time when the newsletter was printed, 
folded, stapled, stamped and mailed via the postal 
service. An incredibly hard worker, she was a long -
standing member of our board of directors and 
recipient of the Jack London Award. Joan was a 
retired teacher, lover of poetry, Jazz enthusiast, and 
enjoyed her second home in the woods of Cazadero, 
CA.   She will be dearly missed. 
 
 

Susan McClurg Berman’s, Bad News About Our First 
Maracaibo Christmas, won first place in a Women’s Memoirs 
contest on April 7, 2011.  During the East of Eden Writing 
Conference in October 2010, Susan attended Matilda Butler’s 
seminar on memoir writing.  Impressed with what she 
learned, Susan signed up for Matilda’s newsletter that 
includes memoir contest information. 

Encouraged by the Writers on the Journey critique group, Susan submitted a memoir 
to a Matilda Butler contest.  The scope of the memoir was to include a recipe 
surrounding a holiday. 
 
The curious can read Susan Berman’s submission at http//bit.ly/dMeYfE, complete with 
a holiday photo of the potted plant ersatz Christmas tree, 1950’s blonde furniture, and 
divinity recipe. 
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Catherine Accardi will be participating in an author  
event at The Pruneyard Barnes and Noble in Campbell,  
1875 South Bascom Avenue.  The event is at 2:00 p.m. on  
May 7, and will include a PowerPoint presentation with over  
100 vintage images from Catherine’s two books,  
Images of America-San Francisco's North Beach & Telegraph Hill 
and Images of America-Walnut Creek. 

 
 
 
 

Publishing E-Books 
 

By Danard Emanuelson 
 
Self-Publish That e-Book! 
 

Millions of people access e-books on electronic gadgets. It’s time to publish your e-
book. To self-publish my e-book, The Irish Assault, I chose Smashwords Inc. (SW). They 
are well established and have contracts to distribute to e-book retailers Apple, Barnes and 
Noble, Sony, Kobo and others. They are working with Amazon to include Kindle. 
SW formats must mesh technically with the different formats used by the various e-book 
retailers.  

There are two ways to format and publish. First you can format the book yourself 
following SW’s Style Guide, or, you can hire an approved formatter from SW’s list. I opted 
to do a little of both. Once formatted, you’re ready to upload the book, book cover, your 
picture, and an ISBN number to SW. If you do everything right, you will be approved for 
SW’s Premium Catalog that clears your book for distribution to the e-retailers. 

The Style Guide links you to SWs abundant reading material that guides you 
through their complex system. I advise reading as much as possible before you begin. For 
a sample of formatting, Google (not Yahoo!) Garrison R.Dane, my pen name. 

 
 

(Editor’s Note: Danard’s e-book was approved for their Premium Catalog and is waiting for 
distribution to the various e-retailers.) 
 

Cheryl Spanos’ short story, “Holey Vole-y,” has been 
accepted for publication in Stories for Children magazine, a 
monthly Ezine for children ages 3-12. “Holey Vole-y,” a nature 
adventure for young readers, is slated to appear in the March 
2012 issue. 

She has published in Beyond Centauri, Hunger Mountain, and 
Stories for Children  magazine.  Her short stories have won 
honorable mention in the Annual Writer’s Digest Writing 
Competition.  
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News for Members 

 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2011-2012 (Sept - June) 
 
CWC Bylaws state: "Officers of the Executive Board shall be elected at the general 
membership meeting in June." 
 
There are four officer positions to be filled. President, Vice President, Treasurer, and 
Secretary. The nominating committee (Jack Russ and David George) is recommending the 
following slate of individuals: 
 

 President -    Lee Paulson 
         Vice President -  Elisabeth Tuck 
         Treasurer -   David George 
         Secretary -   Barbara Bentley 
 
 
 

California Writers Club Annual Picnic 
 

Joaquin Miller Park in Oakland  •  SATURDAY, JULY 30, 2011 
 

Make plans now to join your fellow CWC members for an afternoon of food and fellowship 
in the beautiful and historic park where CWC was born over a century ago. Details will be 
forthcoming from your Central Board representative. In the meantime, save the date!  
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Writer’s Markets Column  
 
 
 

Seeking Submissions 
By B. Lynn Goodwin 

 

 
 
How’s the submission process going? Recently a fellow writer asked if I’d submitted “Three 
and a Half Senses,” a personal essay she read in February. I told her I hadn’t touched it.  
 
Ouch! 
 
I have lots of reasons: I’ve been busy with Writer Advice’s Flash Prose Contest, Study 
Sync.net, Caregiver Village.com, and some private clients.  While I like all of these 
projects, I need to get back to polishing and submitting my own work. It keeps me vital, 
humble, and connected. 
 
What about you? If you’ve stopped submitting, try some of these opportunities taken from 
Writer’s Relief, http://www.writersrelief.com/writers-classifieds/. Their classifieds are free 
and available to anyone anytime. 
 
 
Deadline: 5/15/2011 

Submit to: 2011 Fiction Prize, Salamander/Suffolk University, English Dept., 41 Temple Street, Boston, MA 
02114  

Entry Fee: $15 
First 
Prize: $1,500 honorarium and publication 

Type: Short Story (40 pages MAX) 
URL: Salamander 2011 Fiction Prize 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Writer Advice – Continued Next Page 
 
 



Deadline: 5/15/2011 
 
Submit to: 
 

New American Fiction Prize, Attn: Okla Elliott, 1830 Orchard Place, Ste. C, Urbana, IL 61801  

Entry Fee: $20 
First Prize: $1,000 plus 25 copies. 
Type: Fiction (100 - 500 pages) 
URL: 2011 New American Fiction Prize 
 

 

Deadline: 5/15/2011 

Submit to: The Lorian Hemingway Short Story Competition, PO Box 993, Key West, FL 33041. Online 
Form 

Entry Fee: $15 
First 
Prize: $1,500 

Type: Short stories (3,500 words MAX) 
URL: The Lorian Hemingway Short Story Competition 
  

 

 

 

Deadline: 5/18/2011 

Submit to: New Letters Literary Awards, University House, 5101 Rockhill Road, University of Missouri-
Kansas City, Kansas City, MO 64110, or Online Form 

Entry 
Fee: $15 

First 
Prize: $1,500 

Type: Poetry (6 poems MAX), essays and short stories (8,000 words MAX) 
URL: New Letters Literary Awards 

 

 
 
Deadline: 5/31/2011 

Submit to: Department of English, ATTN: Copper Nickel, Campus Box 175, P O Box 173364, Denver CO 
80217-3364 or Online Form 

Entry Fee: $15 
First 
Prize: $1,000 plus publication 

Type: Poetry (3 poems MAX) and short stories 
URL: Copper Nickel Contest 

 
Deadline: 5/31/2011 
Submit to: River Styx Poetry Contest, 3547 Olive Street, Suite 107, St. Louis, MO 63103-1014  
Entry Fee: $20 
First Prize: $1,500 plus publication 
Type: Poetry (3 poems MAX; no more than 14 pages) 
URL: 2011 International Poetry Contest 
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Writer Advice – Continued  
 

 

Deadline: 5/31/2011 

Submit to: The Flannery O'Connor Award for Short Fiction, The University of Georgia Press, 330 
Research Drive, Athens, GA 30602-4901  

Entry Fee: $25 
First 
Prize: $1,000 plus publication 

Type: Short stories (50,000 - 75,000 words MAX) 
URL: The Flannery O'Connor Award for Short Fiction 

 

 
 
If you try any of these, I’d love to hear about it. E-mail me at Lgood67334@comcast.net 
and share your submissions stories or your experiences at Writer’s Relief.  
 
 
 
 

 
T h e  B a c k  F e n c e  

 
Don't  forget to hang out at our Back Fence. 

That would be our Mount Diablo branch site at     
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/CWCBackFence/. At The Fence you will find topics of 
interest to writers.  You can also sign-up for Back Fence e-mails.  If you haven't yet joined 
the Back Fence, go to the link above and follow the simple sign-up process.  
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M2                      2011 Annual Young Writers Contest 
Sponsored by the California Writers Club, Mount Diablo Branch 

The Mount Diablo Branch of the California Writers Club invites you to support the young writers 
of today by honoring the great California writers of the past. Please consider joining one of the 
following donor clubs. Your gift will be acknowledged in the Young Writers Contest program and 
in the Mount Diablo CWC newsletter.  In addition, all donations are tax-deductible. The Young 
Writers Contest Committee and the Mt. Diablo Board of Directors wish to thank the following 
donors to the Young Writers Contest from July 1, 2010, to the present: 
          
Foundation Donors 
The Leroe Family Foundation        

The John Steinbeck Society      
Barbara Bentley 

The Jack London Founder's Circle 
Christine Sunderland  
 
The John Muir Member Club  
Beverley Lauderdale in memory of  
Betty Tenney 
 
The Mary Austin Writers Club  
Sarah Wilson in memory of Sue Tasker  
Edward Stanislowski                                                 
David George in memory of Virgie Jones 

The Ina Coolbrith Laureate Club  
Joanne Brown  
Nina Egert  
B. Lynn Goodwin 
Elizabeth Koehler-Pentacoff in memory of 
Al and Elmer Koehler 
Karen Tenney in memory of Betty Tenney 
 
The Helen Hunt Jackson Group 
Betty Iverson 
 

 The Gertrude Atherton Guild  
Vicky Berry  
Ann Damaschino  
Nanette Cooper McGuinness 

 
This annual Young Writers Contest for middle school students of Contra Costa County awards 
cash prizes for excellence in short story, poetry, and essay/personal narrative categories. Winners are 
notified in May and presented with their awards at an awards luncheon in May 2011, at a local 
restaurant. All expenses of the program are supported by individual donations and grants. Please join us 
in this unique program for encouraging our youth toward creative writing. 
                                           ~ The Jack London Founder’s Circle - $500 
~ The John Steinbeck Society - $250-$499            ~ The John Muir Member Club - $150-$249  
~ The Ina Coolbrith Laureate Club - $100-$149    ~ The Mary Austin Writers Club - $50-$99 
~ The Gertrude Atherton Guild - $10-$24              ~ The Helen Hunt Jackson Group - $25-$49 
*********************************************************************************************** 
Please list my membership in the following donor club: __________________________ 

Name_________________________Address_____________________________ 

City/State/Zip______________________________________________________ 

Phone_________________________E-mail______________________________ 

Amount enclosed: $_____________________(checks or cash only, please) 
 

Acknowledge my gift in honor of/in memory of _______________________________ 
Make your check payable to: CWC-Mt. Diablo Branch           Mail check to:  
CWC Mt. Diablo Branch, Attention: Young Writers Contest, P.O. Box 606, Alamo, CA 94507 
*********************************************************************************************** 
Please consider joining a Donor Club in support of our Annual Young Writers Contest. Your gift furthers 
our mission to provide support and encouragement not only to our adult writers, but also to identify and 
reward excellence among Contra Costa County middle school students. Your gift enables our club to 
continue and to expand our outreach to young writers. You can designate a gift in honor of or in memory 
of a friend or loved one.  Your gift is fully tax deductible. Thank you to all our members who generously 
donated to the 2010 Young Writers Contest. It was the best ever! Please consider joining one of our 
Donor Clubs again this year to support the next generation of California writers who look forward to 
entering the 2011 contest. They are depending on you! 



 
 

 
 California Writers Club~Mount Diablo Branch 
 Post Office Box 606 
 Alamo, CA 94507 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            
                California Writers Club ~ Mount Diablo Branch                                             

~  The California Writers Club is a designated 501 (c)(3) non-profit corporation.  ~ 
 

Join Us! 
Our next CWC-Mt. Diablo Branch meeting  

(with a speaker presentation) 
 is on May 21, 2011, at 11:30, in Pleasant Hill.  

For detailed meeting information, go to 
http://cwcmtdiablowriters.wordpress.com. 

 
The California Writer’s Club (CWC) shall foster professionalism in writing, promote networking of writers  

with the writing community, mentor new writers, and provide the literary support for writers and the  
writing community as is appropriate through education and leadership. All items in this newsletter are the  

opinions of the author(s) and do not in any way represent the views or official position of CWC.                      


